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· Acknowledgements to meeting organizers. Thank you for the invitation to speak. Personal note on previous meeting appearances in previous USGS role(s).  
· All of us know this fact, and yet it bears repeating because it’s at the heart of why we are here -- the Great Lakes are the largest unfrozen reservoir of fresh water on earth, accounting for almost one-fifth of the world’s fresh surface water. The significance of our partnership to understand the ecological and hydrological systems of the Great Lakes - to use a rich understanding of the science of this natural wonder in order to preserve it – can hardly be overstated. 

· We at USGS are proud of our history of close partnership with the Great Lakes community.
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· We could accomplish no good end in preserving the Great Lakes without the best people, without excellent research and lofty ideals. And we have that – certainly. However, the world works in a very pragmatic way. We need operational resources, too, to make research a reality, to see the science to fruition.
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· Today, I bring good news about operational resources. 

· For the FY 2009 budget year, Congress provided USGS with $1.043 billion dollars, representing increases of $37.0 million above the FY 2008 operating and $75.3 million above the FY 2009 President's Budget.   


· Within this amount Congress restored most of the decreases proposed by the last Administration and added new program funding, some targeted specifically for USGS work in the Great Lakes. This includes: $0.8 million for geologic mapping in the Great Lakes and $1.0 million for general biological research in the Great Lakes. This money will be used at the Great Lakes Science Center to enhance current science programs, including Deepwater Science.

· We haven’t yet submitted our FY 2010 budget to the Congress, so I am not at liberty to discuss any particular details. However, it’s no secret that this Administration and the Congress are very supportive of USGS work in the Great Lakes.
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The FY 2009 Recovery Act also includes funding to address the need for updated vessels on the Great Lakes, which will greatly increase USGS ability to provide research assistance to the Great Lakes on the area's fisheries.

[ Refer to DOI press release with Secretary’s statement. ]

____________________________

Date: April 10, 2009

Secretary Salazar Announces Department of Interior Economic Stimulus Projects: USGS Investments Underscore Commitment to “Best Science”  [excerpts]
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today announced the Department of the Interior’s first projects under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 – $140 million that will fund 308 U.S. Geological Survey projects across the 50 states. The USGS, the leading science research bureau in the federal government, supports the science needs of all the other bureaus of the Department of the Interior and other departments of the U.S. government. The USGS will play a critical role in addressing the nation’s energy and climate change challenges. 

Overall, the Department of the Interior will manage $3.0 billion in investments as part of the recovery plan signed by the President to jumpstart our economy, create or save jobs, and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st Century.

“These USGS projects not only stimulate job creation and preservation, but they stimulate the scientific research that must underpin the decisions we make on behalf of the American people as the stewards of the nation’s natural resources,” Secretary Salazar said in a teleconference today. “As America’s leading earth science agency, USGS is central to helping us meet the imperatives of the nation’s energy and climate change challenges.”
………..

++++++++++

Deferred Maintenance – Updating Safety, Health, and Efficiency Standards in USGS Facilities
http://recovery.doi.gov/usgs/deferred_maintenance.php [excerpts]
The USGS will receive $29.4 million in Recovery Act funding to help maintain health, safety and efficiency standards on USGS facilities. This funding will go towards hundreds of projects, including funding to replace two ageing research vessels on the Great Lakes. 

Funds from the President’s Recovery Act allow for the replacement of two nearly 50-year-old USGS vessels on Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. The new research vessels will be built to current safety and fuel efficiency standards, which will reduce fuel consumption, ensure a safer working environment offshore and decrease maintenance costs. The vessels will also provide state-of-the-art technology, gear and wet labs. 

Updating these vessels will provide scientists with more up-to-date facilities to improve and enhance the science conducted in support of the multi-billion dollar Great Lakes fishing and tourism industries.  Research includes fisheries, coastal and aquatic habitat health and restoration, invasive species, and water resources—all elements critical to maintaining these resources and safeguarding these important industries. 

· Slide 5   Research Vessels
The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funds in the replacement of two large vessels on the lower lakes, the R/V Kaho (Lake Ontario) and R/V Musky II (Lake Erie).  


· Replacement vessels are expected to be commercial grade 60-65 foot vessels. They will incorporate modern marine standards and state-of-the-art technology to more safely and effectively conduct fisheries research.  Scientific equipment will include trawling nets, winches, wet labs, and hydroacoustic technology.
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· New vessels, built to current safety and fuel efficiency standards, will ensure a safer working environment, enable scientists to conduct research over a broader areas, and will significantly decrease maintenance costs.  In addition, lighter and faster boats will greatly reduce overtime and fuel consumption and save money. 


· [Large Vessel Safety Management System (SMS)] – USGS is developing an agency-wide SMS based on the system created for Great Lakes Science Center by GLSC Large Vessel Safety Program Manager Captain Tim Cherry.  
· Captain Tim Cherry developed the GLSC SMS and won the [check with Leon, Sandy onsite] award last year.... for his work on the SMS.
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· With no regulatory responsibilities, the USGS can be – and is - an independent fact-finding agency that collects, monitors, analyzes, and provides scientific understanding about natural resource conditions, issues, and problems. 
· The USGS leverages its resources and expertise in partnership with more than 2,000 agencies of State, local and tribal government, the academic community, other Federal allies, non-governmental organizations, and the private sector.  

This partnership is among our most significant.

· It has been five years since the initial signing of the MOU in 2004 and, according to your feedback, we have made significant progress. 


· We appreciate the open and communicative relationship we continue to have with the CLC and with individual Lake Committees that has enabled us to more effectively meet the goals of the MOU. 
· USGS has supported full staffing of all positions.
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· The Great Lakes have challenges that require a multi-disciplinary science approach – invasive species, the effects of climate change, water quality and availability, fisheries research, to name a few. 


· Fortunately, multi-disciplinary science is the USGS. 

· As Sec. Salazar noted in his press release announcing the first of the DOI Recovery Act funding, the USGS is the only integrated natural resources research bureau in the Federal Government and we support “the science needs of all the other bureaus of the Department of the Interior and other departments of the U.S. government.” 
· We will continue to do all that we can, in partnership with you, to obtain resources that will help preserve the Great Lakes as one of the world’s truly great natural wonders, while we continue to provide the relevant, unbiased, management-driven science that you - and the American public - expect from us. 
