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• Examine impacts of local decisions in a regional  
context.

• Preserve rare landscape elements, critical habitats, 
and associated species.

• Implement land-use and –management practices                                 
that are compatible with the natural potential of the  
area.

Guiding Principles for  Conservation Planning

Ecological Principles for Managing Land Use, Ecological Society of America  2000

Conservation and Land Acquisition Planning are activities 
commonly performed by Federal management agencies such 
as the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, and the USDA Forest Service. Planning 
teams need effective ways to incorporate and visualize the 
juxtaposition of habitat over large areas, species distributions, 
and species-habitat relations.

The Upper Midwest Environmental Sciences Center (UMESC) 
Conservation Planning Team has developed many solutions:


