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Table 46.—Children of prekindergarten through second grade age, by enrollment status, maternal characteristics,
and household income: 1991, 1995, and 1999

Maternal characteristics and
household income

3- to 5-year-olds, not
enrolled in school 1

Enrolled in nursery
school or

prekindergarten Enrolled in kindergarten Enrolled in 1st grade Enrolled in 2nd grade

1991 1995 1999 1991 1995 1999 1991 1995 1999 1991 1995 1999 1991 1995 1999

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Total children,
in thousands ............... 4,853 4,595 4,066 3,571 4,655 4,549 4,022 4,149 3,976 4,001 4,025 4,515 3,724 3,777 4,007

Percent distribution

Mother’s highest education 2 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Less than high school ..... 18 22 22 8 10 11 16 17 16 16 16 17 16 20 19
High school diploma 3 ..... 43 35 30 32 28 23 40 33 26 38 31 26 38 31 25
Some postsecondary ...... 23 21 23 29 23 23 24 22 24 24 24 23 26 21 23
Associate degree ............ 4 7 7 5 9 10 4 7 9 4 7 9 4 8 10
Bachelor’s degree ........... 9 10 13 17 19 22 11 14 15 12 14 16 10 13 16
Graduate/professional

school ........................... 4 5 6 10 12 12 5 8 11 7 8 9 6 8 7

Mother’s employment
status 2 .............................. 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 101 100 100 100
Working 35 hours/week

or more ......................... 34 33 36 34 38 43 35 36 43 38 39 44 39 41 44
Working less than 35

hours/week ................... 21 18 21 27 24 22 22 21 22 24 21 23 22 21 22
Looking for work ............. 7 7 6 5 6 5 6 6 5 6 5 5 7 5 4
Not in labor force ............ 39 42 37 34 32 30 37 38 30 32 36 29 32 33 31

Household income ............... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
$10,000 or less ............... 20 23 15 15 16 11 18 19 14 19 17 16 18 19 15
$10,001 to $20,000 ......... 19 16 20 14 10 13 17 13 13 17 13 14 17 12 15
$20,001 to $30,000 ......... 23 19 17 17 13 14 21 16 15 20 17 15 19 16 16
$30,001 to $40,000 ......... 16 16 14 16 12 11 15 15 14 15 14 12 15 16 11
$40,001 to $50,000 ......... 10 11 9 12 12 9 11 12 10 11 11 10 12 11 10
$50,001 to $75,000 ......... 8 11 13 16 19 19 12 14 15 11 16 15 12 15 15
More than $75,000 .......... 3 5 12 11 17 23 7 11 19 7 12 18 7 10 18

1 Includes a very small number of older children of first and second grade age.
2 Excludes data for households with no mother present.
3 Includes equivalency certificates.

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Na-
tional Household Education Survey (NHES), 1991, 1995, and 1999. (This table was pre-
pared October 2000.)

Table 47.—Percent of public school kindergarten teachers indicating the importance of various factors for
kindergarten readiness: Spring 1993

Kindergarten readiness factors Not at all
important

Not very
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important Essential

Percent rating readiness factor as
‘‘Very important’’ or ‘‘Essential,’’ by

percentage of school’s students
eligible for free or reduced-price

lunches

Less than
20 percent

20 to 49
percent

50 percent
or more

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Is physically healthy, rested, and well nourished ....................... 0 (1) 4 24 72 97 95 95
Finishes tasks .............................................................................. 3 11 47 31 9 43 40 37
Can count to 20 or more ............................................................. 33 34 26 5 3 8 6 9
Takes turns and shares .............................................................. 2 8 34 37 19 64 55 52
Has good problem-solving skills ................................................. 8 23 44 20 5 29 23 23

Is enthusiastic and curious in approaching new activities .......... 1 3 19 43 33 83 76 73
Is able to use pencils or paint brushes ....................................... 15 27 38 16 5 23 21 19
Is not disruptive of the class ....................................................... 2 8 30 36 24 61 58 61
Knows the English language ....................................................... 13 12 33 24 17 40 45 39
Is sensitive to other children’s feelings ....................................... 1 6 35 41 17 61 58 56

Sits still and pays attention ......................................................... 3 12 43 30 12 46 37 43
Knows the letters of the alphabet ............................................... 27 30 33 6 4 7 9 13
Can follow directions ................................................................... 2 7 31 41 19 61 61 58
Identifies primary colors and basic shapes ................................. 13 24 40 17 7 22 21 27
Communicates needs, wants, and thoughts verbally in child’s

primary language ..................................................................... 1 1 15 41 43 85 84 83

1 Less than 0.5 percent. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Kin-
dergarten Teacher Survey on Student Readiness. (This table was prepared April 1994.)


