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Table 258.—Degrees conferred by degree-granting institutions, by control of institution: 1969–70 to 1997–98

Year

Public institutions Private institutions

Associate Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s 1
First-

profes-
sional 2

Associate Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s 1
First-

profes-
sional 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1969–70 ..................................... 170,966 519,550 134,545 19,183 14,542 35,057 272,766 73,746 10,683 20,376
1970–71 ..................................... 215,645 557,996 151,603 20,788 16,139 36,666 281,734 78,906 11,319 21,807
1974–75 ..................................... 318,474 634,785 193,804 22,176 23,612 41,697 288,148 98,646 11,907 32,304
1975–76 ..................................... 345,006 635,161 206,298 21,751 25,766 46,448 290,585 105,473 12,313 36,883
1976–77 ..................................... 355,650 630,463 208,901 21,229 26,344 50,727 289,086 108,263 12,003 38,015
1977–78 ..................................... 358,874 627,903 202,099 20,456 27,097 53,372 293,301 109,521 11,675 39,484
1978–79 ..................................... 346,808 621,666 192,016 20,817 27,785 55,894 299,724 109,063 11,913 41,063
1979–80 ..................................... 344,536 624,084 187,499 20,608 27,942 56,374 305,333 110,582 12,007 42,189
1980–81 ..................................... 352,391 626,452 184,384 20,895 29,128 63,986 308,688 111,355 12,063 42,828
1981–82 ..................................... 3 366,732 636,475 182,295 20,889 29,611 3 67,794 316,523 113,251 11,818 42,421
1982–83 ..................................... 377,817 646,317 176,246 21,186 29,757 71,803 323,193 113,675 11,589 43,297
1983–84 ..................................... 3 379,249 646,013 170,693 21,141 29,586 3 72,991 328,296 113,570 12,068 44,882
1984–85 ..................................... 377,625 652,246 170,000 21,337 30,152 77,087 327,231 116,251 11,606 44,911
1985–86 ..................................... 369,052 658,586 169,903 21,433 29,568 76,995 329,237 118,664 12,220 44,342
1986–87 ..................................... 358,811 659,260 167,797 21,870 29,346 77,493 332,004 121,552 12,171 42,271
1987–88 ..................................... 354,180 658,491 173,778 22,488 29,153 80,905 336,338 125,539 12,382 41,582
1988–89 ..................................... 357,001 675,675 179,109 22,970 28,993 79,763 343,080 131,512 12,750 41,863
1989–90 ..................................... 375,635 700,015 186,104 24,641 28,810 79,467 351,329 138,197 13,730 42,178
1990–91 ..................................... 398,055 724,062 193,057 25,681 29,554 83,665 370,476 144,111 13,613 42,394
1991–92 ..................................... 420,265 759,475 203,398 26,820 29,366 83,966 377,078 149,440 13,839 44,780
1992–93 ..................................... 430,321 785,112 213,843 27,392 29,628 84,435 380,066 155,742 14,740 45,759
1993–94 ..................................... 444,373 789,148 221,428 28,524 29,842 86,259 380,127 165,642 14,661 45,576
1994–95 ..................................... 451,539 776,670 224,152 28,917 29,871 88,152 383,464 173,477 15,529 45,929
1995–96 ..................................... 454,291 774,070 227,179 29,516 29,882 100,925 390,722 179,122 15,136 46,852
1996–97 ..................................... 465,494 776,677 233,237 29,838 31,243 105,732 396,202 186,164 16,038 47,487
1997–98 ..................................... 455,084 784,296 235,922 29,715 31,233 103,471 400,110 194,242 16,295 47,365

1 Includes Ph.D., Ed.D., and comparable degrees at the doctoral level. Excludes first-
professional degrees, such as M.D., D.D.S., and law degrees.

2 Includes degrees which require at least 6 years of college work for completion (in-
cluding at least 2 years of preprofessional training).

3 Data are approximations.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), ‘‘Degrees and Other Formal
Awards Conferred’’ surveys, and Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS), ‘‘Completions’’ surveys. (This table was prepared June 2000.)

Table 259.—Degrees conferred by degree-granting institutions, by control of institution, level of degree, and
discipline division: 1997–98

Discipline division

Public institutions Private institutions

Associate
degrees

Bachelor’s
degrees

Master’s
degrees

Doctor’s
degrees 1

Associate
degrees

Bachelor’s
degrees

Master’s
degrees

Doctor’s
degrees 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Total ........................................................................................ 455,084 784,296 235,922 29,715 103,471 400,110 194,242 16,295

Agriculture and natural resources 2 ............................................ 6,309 21,337 3,857 1,275 364 1,947 618 27
Architecture and related programs ............................................. 170 5,727 2,989 90 95 1,925 1,358 41
Area, ethnic, and cultural studies ............................................... 86 3,438 878 98 18 2,715 739 83
Biological sciences/life sciences ................................................ 2,033 43,130 4,438 3,412 80 22,738 1,823 1,549
Business 3 ................................................................................... 71,884 136,394 39,880 843 32,775 96,725 62,291 447
Communications ......................................................................... 1,499 34,276 2,858 291 869 15,109 2,753 63
Communications technologies .................................................... 1,299 439 102 0 303 290 462 5
Computer and information sciences ........................................... 8,233 16,408 6,412 521 5,637 10,444 4,834 337
Construction trades .................................................................... 1,801 67 4 0 371 115 12 0
Education .................................................................................... 8,002 78,448 70,570 5,065 1,276 27,520 44,121 1,664
Engineering ................................................................................. 1,692 45,140 17,442 4,230 457 14,770 8,494 1,750
Engineering-related technologies ............................................... 18,576 10,090 916 11 14,172 3,637 220 3
English language and literature/letters ....................................... 1,527 33,688 5,816 1,166 82 16,020 1,979 473
Foreign languages and literatures .............................................. 495 9,368 2,230 563 48 5,083 697 396
Health professions and related sciences ................................... 76,803 55,064 21,811 1,550 15,228 29,315 17,449 934
Home economics and vocational home economics ................... 7,884 14,852 1,613 265 408 2,444 1,301 159
Law and legal studies ................................................................. 4,989 1,144 635 9 2,808 873 2,593 57
Liberal arts and sciences, general studies, and humanities ...... 176,627 21,706 1,107 44 9,621 11,496 1,694 43
Library science ........................................................................... 91 70 3,909 47 5 3 962 1
Mathematics ............................................................................... 817 8,045 2,766 896 27 4,283 877 363
Mechanics and repairers ............................................................ 8,114 16 0 0 2,502 75 0 0
Multi/interdisciplinary studies ...................................................... 9,284 20,081 1,678 232 117 6,082 999 276
Parks, recreation, leisure, and fitness studies ........................... 757 12,778 1,688 122 138 4,003 336 7
Philosophy and religion .............................................................. 47 3,351 452 228 47 4,856 855 357
Physical sciences and science technologies ............................. 2,195 12,658 3,942 3,217 91 6,758 1,419 1,354
Precision production trades ........................................................ 6,928 340 5 0 4,157 67 10 0
Protective services ..................................................................... 17,963 19,513 1,192 39 1,039 5,563 808 0
Psychology ................................................................................. 1,609 49,330 5,764 1,957 156 24,642 7,983 2,116
Public administration and services ............................................. 3,806 14,427 15,629 290 350 5,981 9,515 209
R.O.T.C. and military technologies ............................................ 22 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Social sciences and history ........................................................ 3,859 81,894 9,415 2,505 337 43,146 5,523 1,622
Theological studies/religious vocations ...................................... 1 0 0 0 569 5,903 4,692 1,460
Transportation and material moving workers ............................. 659 1,478 97 0 350 1,728 639 0
Visual and performing arts ......................................................... 6,772 29,596 5,827 749 8,208 22,481 5,318 414
Not classified by field of study ................................................... 2,251 0 0 0 766 1,373 868 85

1 Includes Ph.D., Ed.D., and comparable degrees at the doctoral level. Excludes first-
professional degrees, such as M.D., D.D.S., and law degrees.

2 Includes ‘‘Agricultural business and production,’’ ‘‘Agricultural sciences,’’ and ‘‘Con-
servation and renewable natural resources.’’

3 Includes ‘‘Business management and administrative services,’’ ‘‘Marketing operations/
marketing and distribution,’’ and ‘‘Consumer and personal services.’’

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, In-
tegrated Postsecondary Education Data System, ‘‘Completions’’ survey, 1997–98 and
‘‘Consolidated’’ survey 1998. (This table was prepared June 2000.)


