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OFFICE RECORDS

The records in use in the Montana State Olfice consist of three ele-
ments: (1) Ownership, or Master Title Plat; {2) Use Plat: and (3) Historical
Index. "Use Plat” is the label assigned to-Master Title Plats which also
show mineral leases issued by the Bureau of Land Management. This
could be Qil and Gas, Coal, Phosphate, etc. Generally, there is a separate
plat for each type ol mineral lease and, therefore, it is possible to have, in
some cases, two or more Use Plats lor the same township. Thetitle informa-
tion on the Use Plat is identical to that on the Master Title Plat, the only
difference being that the Use Plat will show leases for a speciflic mineral,
whereas the Master Title Plat does not. Each township may have all three of
the above mentioned elements and is complete in every respect — being
able to stand by itsell in terms of title, use and historical information.

Master Title Plat

The Ownership Plat, or Master Title Plat, as itis commonly called, shows
theland which has been patented, the patent numbers, the reservationsta
the United Stales as stated in the patent, and the land which is still vacant
Federalland — often times referred to as vacant publicdomain. Withdraw-
als, rights-of-way, national forests, Indian reservations, wildlife refuges,
and other such similar reservations and actions are also shown. Lands
which have been patented and then reacquired by the United States are
shown on the records and are referred to as acquired lands. Acquired
lands are those which left federal ownership by patent and later pur-
chased back, for one reason or another, — land for which actual monies
were paid by the United States. Land recozvayed to the United Statesas a
result of exchanges are not acquired lands.

The first step in building the Masler Title Plat was the making of a basic
township plat on a scale ol 30 chains to the inch. The basic plat is a
constructed copy of the official township survey plat and is as nearly
identical as possible. If more than one survey had been made for a town-
ship, the basic plat is a composite of all the surveys with the composite
survey picture appearing on one page. Although it is either a copyr ora
composite of the surveys, the Master Title Plat is not to be construed as an
official survey plat.

The Master Title Plat conveys title information by various weights and
different shapes of lines. Each different weight or kind of line indicates a
separate and distinct type of action. Each such action is annotated withan
abbreviation which idenlifies the action or authority for the actions. The
Legend of Abbrevialions and Symbols sheet shows the various lines used
and a meaning of the dilferent abbreviations.

The Explanatory Township, which accompanies this discussion, has
been prepared to show most of the types of lines used and the information
conveyed by each. For the purpose of illustration, it has been labeled
Township 19 Neorth, Range 20 Easl, Principal Meridian, Montana. The
{ollowing explanation will further assist the reader in using the Explana-
tory Township:

The light-weight line surrounding Section 7 is the weight of the survey
lines which appear on the basic plat. Section 3 and Section 8 show how
lots appear. Note that the subdivision lines separating lots are not full
length, only partial; they are called tick marks. These partial subdivision
lines are the only survey lines shown within a seclion. Survey lines for a
full 40-acre subdivision in a section are not shown. Section 4 shows how
the boundary between surveyed and unsurveyed lands is indicated.

In Sections 5 and 6, there is shown a line which is used lo identify
Federal withdrawals whenever only a portion of township is under with-
drawal. These lines are annotated, as to purpose and elfective date, at the
lower extremily of the area embraced in the withdrawal. If the entire
township is in the withdrawal, such as a national {orest or Indian reserva-
tion, the withdrawal line is not used. Instead, a notation on the right-hand
side of the plat will state that the entire township is alffected by the
withdrawal.

The annotation in Section 9 is for Public Law 167, the Act of July 23,
1955. This law pertains to administrative jurisdiction by the United States
over surface resources on unpatented mining claims. Since it does not
affect title, there is no need to give it further atlention in discussions
concerning title.

In Sections 13, 14, and 15, are annotations pertaining to patents. Nole
the single patent line between Sections 15 and 16. A patent line is drawn
around every piece of ground for the lands described in the patent. When
two patented areas join, there is a double-weight palent line, as appearsin
the middle of Section 15. The patent number always appears in the lower
extremity of the area patented. If there is no patent number, the land is
vacant public domain. Note the SWWNEW, SEWNWY, NEWSW,
NWILSEY: of Seclion 14, which is unpatented federal land.

Since October 21, 1976, a mineral claimant must advise the United
States, by filing with the Bureau of Land Management a copy of the loca-
tion certificate and a map showing the location ofthe claim. However, if an
olficial mineral survey has not been made for the unpatented location, it
does not appear on the title records. Only those included in approved
mineral surveys appear, such as MS 1150 in Section 7. The weight of the
linefor M5 1150 is survey weight. If a patent has been issued deseribing a
claim, the MS number is replaced with the patent number and a patent
weight line replaces the survey weight line, such as you see for Patent
Number 636280 in Section 7.

Whenever there are any reservations to the United States, a notation will
appear helow the patent number. If there is no annotation below the patent
number, the Urited States reserved nothing. The patent numbers and
reservation annotations appearing for the patented areas outlined in Sec-
tion 13, 14, 15 and 24 are examples of the varicus types of reservations
which can oceur.

The United States occasionally purchases lands which have been pre-
viously patented. Such land is referred to as acquired land and, where the
State Office has the acquisition information, such acquired lands are
shaded as shown in Section 25 through Section 30. The fact that an area is
shaded indicates that the United States may have an acquired surface
interest or an acquired mineral interest, or both. Exactly what was
acquired and is presently owned by the United Stales may be determined
by a reading of the annotations for the land under consideration.

For the most part, land which is shaded will carry annotationg such as
those appearing in Sections 28 and 29; in both cases the surface'is owned
by the United States. The United States also owns the minerals in both
sections; but those originally retained, as in Section 28, are subject to
disposition under one law, and those acquired, as in Section 29, are
subjectto disposition under a different law. Thus, the records are designed
to show both the surface and the mineral estate, plus the nature of the
mineral estate.

The annotation in Section 25 tells us the United States does not own the
surface, but has an acqguired mineral interest; hence-the shading. The
same is frue in Section 27. In Section 26, the shading applies to surface
only.

It should be emphasized that the State Olfice may not have information
concerning land which has been acquired by the Corps of Engineers,
Bureau of Fish and Wildlile, Bureau of Reclamation, now the Water and
Power Resources Service, or any other Federal agency which still exer-
cises jurisdiction over the land. However, with a specificdescription of the
lands in question, the State Office can find the exact status.

The right-of-way symbols appearing in Section 31 should not appearon
anything except Bureau of Land Management administered land, excapt
in those cases where the right-of-way was in effect before the land was
patented. In such cases, the patent was issued subject to the right-of-way.

Use Plat —

As menlioned previously, the records make a provision lora UsePlaton
which are shown the uses (grazing leases excepted) which are made ol
Federalland. The broken lines appearing inSections 16, 17, 20and 21 are
lines which indicate use such as oil or gas lease, coal licenses or leases, ete.
These records do not show grazing leases. This information must be
obtained from BLM District Offices or Resource Area Headquarters.

Historical Index

The Historical Index is a chronelogical narrative of all past and present
actions which affect the use ol or title to public lands and resources. The
Historical Index can be used to check title, but it was not designed for that
purpose, nor.is it necessary lor use in making title delerminations. The
primary value of the Historical Index is its adaptability for abstract work.
This record is maintained in the State Office public room, which is opento
the public from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., each werking day.

Procedure For Using Master Title Plat

As slated in the lorepart of this discussion, the records are designed to
convey thetitle story by use of lines and abbreviated annotations for those
lines. The guides, listed below, if followed in each case, should help in
making the records quite easy to read.

1. Always lollow a line around until you come back lo the point
of beginning. The area within the bounds of the line is the land
alfected.

2. To help in linding the annotation for a particular line, know
what the line stands for. The legend of abbreviations and sym-
bols tells you the information conveyed by the diflerent lines.

3. Theannotation for the area circumscribed by a line always appears
atthelower extremity of the areainvolved. In areas of congested title
information, il is very common to see the annotation outside of the
land area in question. However, this annotation is always arrowed
in to the area aflected. The legend of abbreviation gives the full
wording for an abbreviated annotation.

4. The plats are on a scale of 30 chains to the inch. Whenever the
situation exists where this scale is too small to adequately tell the
story, a supplemental plat, on a scale of 10 or 15 chains to the inch,
is prepared. Normally, never more than 4 sections appear on a
supplemental plat. The township plat always says "See Supple-
maental Plat”, if one has been made. Where there is a supplemental
plat, the main township plat does not carry any title information for
the sections concerned. Such information appears on the sup-
plemental plat only.

The title informalion appearing on the Master Title Plat was taken from
microfilm copies of the documents themselves, and these microfilms are
now in the Montana State Olfice. We can, at any time, furnish a copy ol any
document which appears on the records. This consists of patents, with-
drawal orders, state selection lists, etc. If there are questions concerning
the Master Title Plats, if additional information is required, or if copies of
the above mentioned documents are needed, we hope yvou will not hesitate
to address an inquiry to: Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 36800,
Billings, Montana 59107.



