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Carrizo Plain National Monument Presidential Proclamation

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release: January 17, 2001

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CARRIZO PLAIN NATIONAL MONUMENT
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Full of natural splendor and rich in human history, the majestic grasslands and stark ridges in the Carrizo
Plain National Monument contain exceptional objects of scientific and historic interest. Since the mid-
1800s, large portions of the grasslands that once spanned the entire four hundred mile expanse of
California's nearby San Joaquin Valley and other valleys in the vicinity have been eliminated by extensive
land conversion to agricultural, industrial, and urban land uses. The Carrizo Plain National Monument,
which is dramatically bisected by the San Andreas Fault zone, is the largest undeveloped remnant of this
ecosystem, providing crucial habitat for the long-term conservation of the many endemic plant and animal
species that still inhabit the area.

The monument offers a refuge for endangered, threatened, and rare animal species such as the San
Joaquin kit fox, the California condor, the blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the giant kangaroo rat, the San
Joaquin antelope squirrel, the longhorn fairy shrimp, and the vernal pool fairy shrimp. It supports
important populations of pronghorn antelope and tule elk. The area is also home to many rare and
sensitive plant species, including the California jewelflower, the Hoover's woolly-star, the San Joaquin
woolly-threads, the pale-yellow layia, the forked fiddleneck, the Carrizo peppergrass, the Lost Hills
saltbush, the Temblor buckwheat, the recurved larkspur, and the Munz's tidy-tips. Despite past human
use, the size, isolation, and relatively undeveloped nature of the area make it ideal for long-term
conservation of the dwindling flora and fauna characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley region.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument also encompasses Soda Lake, the largest remaining natural alkali
wetland in southern California and the only closed basin within the coastal mountains. As its name
suggests, Soda Lake concentrates salts as water is evaporated away, leaving white deposits of sulfates and
carbonates. Despite this harsh environment, small plant and animal species are well adapted to the
setting, which is also important to migratory birds. During the winter months the lake fills with water and
teems with thousands of beautiful lesser sandhill cranes, long-billed curlews, and mountain plovers.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument owes its existence to the geologic processes that occur along the
San Andreas Fault, where two of the Earth's five great tectonic plates slide past one another, parallel to
the axis of the Plain. Shifting along the fault created the Plain by rumpling the rocks to the northeast into
the Temblor Range and isolating the Plain from the rest of the San Joaquin Valley. The area is world-
famous for its spectacular exposures of fault-generated land forms Stream valleys emerge from the
adjacent mountains, only to take dramatic right-angle turns where they intersect the fault. Ponds and sags
form where the ground is extended and subsides between branches of the fault. Benches form where the
fault offsets valley walls. Many dramatic landscape features are products of the interplay between very
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rapid fault movement and slower erosion. The dry climate of the area produces low erosion rates, thereby
preserving the spectacular effects of fault slip, folding, and warping. On the Plain, these fault-related
events happen intermittently, but with great force. In 1857, the strongest earthquake in California’s
recorded history ripped through the San Andreas Fault, wrenching the western side of the Carrizo Plain
National Monument thirty-one feet northward.

The area is also distinguished for its significant fossil assemblages.

The Caliente Formation, exposed on the southeast side of the Caliente Range, is host to abundant and
diverse terrestrial fossil mammal remains of the Miocene Epoch (from 13 million to 25 million years
ago). Fossils of five North American provincial mammalian ages (Arikareean, Hemingfordian,
Barstovian, Clarendonian, Hemphillian) are represented in sedimentary rocks in that formation. These
terrestrial fossil remains are interlaced with marine sedimentary rocks bearing fossils of mollusks,
pectens, turitellas, and oysters.

In addition to its geologic and biological wealth, the area is rich in human history. Archaeologists
theorize that humans have occupied the Carrizo Plain National Monument area since the Paleo Indian
Period (circa 11,000 to 9,000 B.C.). Bedrock mortar milling features, village middens, and elaborate
pictographs are the primary manifestations of prehistoric occupation. Some of these, such as the Painted
Rock and Sulphur Springs rock art sites, are recognized as world class. European expeditions through the
area date back to the late 1700s, with settlement beginning in the 1850s. Livestock ranching, farming,
and mining activities in the last century and a half are evidenced by numerous artifacts and historic ranch
properties within the area.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), authorizes the President, in his
discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and
other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the lands owned or controlled by the
Government of the United States to be national monuments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of
land, the limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper
care and management of the objects to be protected.

WHEREAS it appears that it would be in the public interest to reserve such lands as a national monument
to be known as the Carrizo Plain National Monument:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by the
authority vested in me by section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), do proclaim
that there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Carrizo Plain National Monument, for the purpose of
protecting the objects identified above, all lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the United
States within the boundaries of the area described on the map entitled "Carrizo Plain National Monument"
attached to and forming a part of this proclamation. The Federal land and interests in land

reserved consist of approximately 204,107 acres, which is the smallest area compatible with the proper
care and management of the objects to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this monument are hereby appropriated
and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or leasing or other disposition under the
public land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal from location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to mineral and geothermal leasing, other than by
exchange that furthers the protective purposes of the monument. For the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit all motorized and mechanized vehicle use off road, except
for emergency or authorized administrative purposes.

Lands and interests in lands within the proposed monument not owned by the United States shall be
reserved as a part of the monument upon acquisition of title thereto by the United States.
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The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the monument through the Bureau of Land Management,
pursuant to applicable legal authorities, to implement the purposes of this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a management plan that addresses the actions, including road
closures or travel restrictions, necessary to protect the objects identified in this proclamation.

The establishment of this monument is subject to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the jurisdiction of the State of
California with respect to fish and wildlife management.

There is hereby reserved, as of the date of this proclamation and subject to valid existing rights, a quantity
of water sufficient to fulfill the purposes for which this monument is established. Nothing in this
reservation shall be construed as a relinquishment or reduction of any water use or rights reserved or
appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this proclamation.

Laws, regulations, and policies followed by the Bureau of Land Management in issuing and administering
grazing permits or leases on all lands under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard to the lands
in the monument.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, reservation, or
appropriation; however, the national monument shall be the dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any
feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of January, in the year of
our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Appendix B

Secretary and BLM Direction
For Monument Management

Note: The letters and attachments in this appendix provide details for management and protection of the
Monument that are in addition to those found in the Proclamation itself.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

JAN 192001
Memorandum
To: Director, Bureau of Land Management
From: The Secretary %M
Subject: Management of the Carrizo Plain National Monument

On January 17, 2001, the President created by Proclamation the Carrizo Plain National
Monument in California. This national monument designation continues the tradition of giving
management responsibility to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), offering BLM a highly
visible opportunity to demonstrate its stewardship. The purposes of this memorandum are to
direct you to: (a) implement interim guidance for managing the Carrizo Plain National
Monument; (b} review relevant management plans for the Monument to ensure consistency with
the Proclamation; (c) review the memorandum of understanding with the California Department
of Fish and Game and The Nature Conservancy for consistency with the requirements of the
Proclamation; and {d) create an FACA-chartered advisory council that will involve the public
and advise the monument manager regarding the management of the monument.

The President’s Proclamation directs management of the monument pursuant to applicable legal
authorities, including the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The public should have more explicit information concerning the management of specific
activities during the interim period. You should issue and implement the necessary guidance for
the protection of this area. Field managers should be fully conversant with that guidance and
initiate efforts to provide information to the public as necessary. The President’s Proclamation
cited the monument’s grasslands, wildlife habitat, and spectacular exposures of fault-generated
landforms. It also stated that valid existing rights must be recognized. The Proclamation
withdrew federal lands and interests in federal lands within the Monument from all forms of
entry, location, sale or leasing or other disposition under the public land laws including but not
limited to oil and gas leasing, geothermal leasing and the mining laws.

The management plan for the Carrizo Plain has been developed over the last three years and sets
in place many important management goals. That plan should be amended to ensure its
consistency with the Proclamation.

CARRIZO PLAIN NATIONAL MONUMENT B-1
Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement



Appendix B: Secretary and BLM Direction for Monument Management

United States Department of the Interior i
A EUE a
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 3 B asfi
Washington, D.C. 20240 ' TS o
hitp://www.blm.gov [ s I
In Reply Referftote
8500 (170) ™ {um
Memorandum Jan 19 2001 ;| e TO oo
LID8Y e
To: State Director, California
From: Acting Director, Bureau of Land Management
Subject: Management of the Carrizo Plain National Monument

The Secretary has sent the attached memorandum concerning the management of the Carrizo Plain
National Monument. We expect you to follow the guidance outlined in the memorandum. Specifically,
you should: (a) implement interim guidance for managing the Carrizo Plain National Monument;

(b) review relevant management plans for the Monument to ensure consistency with the Proclamation;
(c) review the Memorandum of Understanding with the California Department of Fish and Game and
The Nature Conservancy for consistency with the requirements of the Proclamation; and (d) create an
FACA-chartered Advisory Council that will involve the public and advise the monument manager in the
management of the Monument.

In addition, you will note that the Secretary has asked us to “issue and implement the necessary
guidance for the protection of this area.” You should inform the Director of the National Landscape
Conservation System within 30 days of the date of this letter if additional interim management guidance
is needed,

The creation of this new Monument is an exciting opportunity for our organization and we look forward
to working with you in managing this nationally significant heritage resource.

If you have any questions concerning this memorandum, please contact Elaine Marquis-Brong

at (202) 208-3516.

Attachments
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1/17/01

Location:

Description:

Management:

Process:

Carrizo Plain National Monument

The Carrizo Plain National Monument is located in central California, just off the southwest
edge of the San Joaquin Valley, between San Luis Obispo and Bakersfield. Elevations
within the monument range from 2,000 to 2,500 feet above sea level. It covers
approximately 204,107 acres of federal land.

Full of natural splendor and rich in human history, the majestic grasslands and stark ridges in
the Carrizo Plain National Monument contain exceptional objects of scientific and historic
interest. Since the mid-1800s, large portions of the grasslands that once spanned the entire
four lnmdred mile expanse of California’s nearby San Joaquin Valley and other valleys in the
vicinity have been eliminated by extensive land conversion to agricultural, industrial, and
urban land uses. The Carrizo Plain National Monument, which is dramatically bisected by
the San Andreas Fault zone, is the largest undeveloped remmnant of this ecosystem, providing
crucial habitat for the long-term conservation of the many endemic plant and animal species
that still inhabit the area.

The monument offers a refuge for endangered, threatened, and rare animal species such as
the San Joaquin kit fox, the California condor, the blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the giant
kangaroo rat, the San Joaquin antelope squirrel, the longhorn fairy shrimp and the vernal
pool fairy shrimp. It supports important populations of pronghorn antelope and tule elk, and
the area is also home te many rare and sensitive plant species. Despite past human use, the
size, isolation, and relatively undeveloped nature of the area make it ideal for long-tesm
conservation of the dwindling flora and fauna characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley
region.

Besides its grasslands and wildlife habitat, the area is world-famous for its spectacular
exposures of fault-generated landforms. In 1857, the strongest earthquake in California’s
recorded history ripped through the San Andreas fault, wrenching the western side of the
Carrizo Plain National Monument thirty-one feet northward.

The monument will be managed by the Bureau of Land Management, in cooperation with the
California Department of Fish and Game and The Nature Conservancy, for the purpose of
protecting the objects described above. Currently authorized livestock grazing, a minor oil
and gas development, hunting, fishing, and similar activities will generally not be affected,
nor will private property {(approximately 33,156 acres) and state land (approximately 9,266
acres) within the boundaries of the monument, as well as other valid existing rights.

The “Carrizo Plain National Conservation Area Act” (HR 1751} was introduced by
Congresswoman Lois Capps in May 1999. This began a public process that included
recommendations from the local Resource Advisory Council forwarded to the
Congresswoman and Secretary Babbitt in December 1999 that were incorporated into the
bill. Babbitt made two trips to the area to hold public meetings in late 1999. Although the
bill was reported from the House Resources Committee, neither the House nor the Senate
acted on the proposed legislation. On December 22, 2000, Secretary Babbitt recommended
to the President that the area being designated a national monument. President Clinton
designated the area as a national monument on January 17, 2001.
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Attachment 2
Background Materizal on the Carrizo Plain National Monument

THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

Section 2 of the Antiquities Act, 16 U.S.C. 431, authorizes the President to establish as national
monuments “historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic
or scientific interest that are situated upon the lands owned or controlled by the Government of
the United States...”

Objects of Historic or Scientific Interest

The Carrizo Plain National Monument is located in central Califorma, just off the southwest edge
of the San Joaquin Valley. Elevations within the monument range from 2,000 to 2,500 feet
above sea level. The outer boundaries of the area encompass approximately 246,533 acres, of
which the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages approximately 204,107 acres. The non-
federal land is owned by the California Department of Fish and Game, The Nature Conservancy,
and private land owners. The proclamation vividly describes objects in the area that warrant
protection as a monument. The attached bibliography includes the principal sources of
information relied upon in making this designation.

Full of natural splendor and rich in human history, the majestic grasslands and stark ridges in the
Carrizo Plain National Monument contain exceptional objects of scientific and historic interest.
Since the mid-1800s, large portions of the grasslands that once spanned the entire four hundred
mile expanse of California’s nearby San Joaquin Valley and other valleys in the vicinity have
been eliminated by extensive land conversion to agricultural, industrial, and urban land uses.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument, which is dramatically bisected by the San Andreas Fault
zone, is the largest undeveloped remnant of this ecosystem, providing crucial habitat for the long-
term conservation of the many endemic plant and animal species that still inhabit the area.

The monument offers a refuge for endangered, threatened, and rare animal species such as the
San Joaquin kit fox, the California condor, the blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the giant kangaroo rat,
the San Joaquin antelope squirrel, the longhorn fairy shrimp and the vernal pool fairy shrimp. It
supports important populations of pronghorn antelope and tule elk. The area is also home to
many rare and sensitive plant species, including the California jewelflower, the Hoover's woolly-
star, the San Joaquin woolly-threads, the pale-yellow layia, the forked fiddleneck, the Carrizo
peppergrass, the Lost Hills saltbush, the Temblor buckwheat, the recurved larkspur, and the
Munz’s tidy-tips. Despite past human use, the size, isolation, and relatively undeveloped nature
of the area make it ideal for long-term conservation of the dwindling flora and fauna
characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley region.

CARRIZO PLAIN NATIONAL MONUMENT
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The Carrizo Plain National Monument also encompasses Soda Lake, the largest remaining
natural alkali wetland in southern California and the only closed basin within the coastal
mountains. As its name suggests, Soda Lake concentrates salts as water is evaporated away,
leaving white deposits of sulfates and carbonates. Despite this harsh environment, small plant
and animal species are well adapted to the setting, which is also important to migratory birds.
During the winter months the lake fills with water and teems with thousands of beautiful lesser
sandhill cranes, long-billed curlews, and mountain plovers.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument owes its existence to the geologic processes that occur
along the San Andreas Fault, where two of the Earth’s five great tectonic plates slide past one
another, parallel to the axis of the Plain. Shifting along the fault created the Plain by rumpling
the rocks to the northeast into the Temblor Range and isclating the Plain from the rest of the San
Joaquin Valley. The area is world-famous for its spectacular exposures of fault-generated
landforms. Stream valleys emerge from the adjacent mountains, only to take dramatic right-
angle tums where they intersect the fault. Ponds and sags form where the ground is extended and
subsides between branches of the fault. Benches form where the fault offsets valley walls.

Many dramatic landscape features are products of the interplay between very rapid fauit
movement and slower erosion. The dry climate of the area produces low erosion rates, thereby
preserving the spectacular effects of fault slip, folding and warping. On the Plain, these fanlt-
related events happen intermittently, but with great force. In 1857, the strongest earthquake in
California’s recorded history ripped through the San Andreas fault, wrenching the western side of
the Carrizo Plain National Monument thirty-one feet northward.

The area is also distinguished for its significant fossil assemblages. The Caliente Formation,
exposed on the southeast side of the Caliente Range, is host to abundant and diverse terresirial
fossil mammal remains of the Miocene Epoch (from 13 million to 25 million years ago). Fossils
of five North American provincial mammalian ages (Arikareean, Hemingfordian, Barstovian,
Clarendonian, Hemphillian) are represented in sedimentary rocks in that formation. These
terrestrial fossil remains are interlaced with marine sedimentary rocks bearing fossils of
mollusks, pectens, turitellas, and oysters,

In addition to its geologic and biological wealth, the area is rich in human history.

Archaeologists theorize that humans have occupied the Carrizo Plain National Monument area
since the Paleo-Indian Period (circa 11,000 to 9,000 B.C.). Bedrock mortar milling features,
village middens, and elaborate pictographs are the primary manifestations of prehistoric
occupation. Some of these, such as the Painted Rock and Sulphur Springs rock art sites, are
recognized as world class. European expeditions through the area date back to the late 1700s,
with settlement beginning in the 1850s. Livestock ranching, farming, and mining activities in the
last century and a half are evidenced by numerous artifacts and historic ranch properties within
the area.

Efforts to protect the area within the monument began in 1984, when The Nature Conservancy
and the BLM agreed to explore the possibility of acquiring the private lands in the Carrizo Plain
region for preservation and restoration for rare and endangered San Joaquin Valley species. Over
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the next several years, The Nature Conservancy and the BLM managed to acquire much of the
area.

The area has been evaluated for its wilderness characteristics under the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976. A study was completed in 1995 that determined 24,680 acres were
suitable for wilderness designation. The documentation assembled in the wilderness inventory
and study processes has identified many of the objects of scientific and historic interest within
the monument.

Land Area Reserved for the Proper Care and Management of the Objects to be Preserved

The Antiquities Act authorizes the President, as part of his declaration of a national monurment,
to reserve land, "the limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area compatible
with the proper care and management of the objects to be protected.” 16 U.S.C. § 431. The area
reserved has been carcfully delineated, based on review of available information, to meet the
goals of effectively caring for and managing the objects in perpetuity.

The area includes the biological, geological, and historical objects identified in the proclamation
and the attached bibliography. The area of the monument is based on the conservation needs of
the objects to be protected. Some of these objects, such as the biological resources, are present
throughout the entire monument area. Others, such as the historic and archaeological objects, are
confined to a smaller area. Many objects depend for their scientific value on their location at
various sites or elevations.

Preservation of such objects requires, among other things, protection of enough land to maintain
the conditions that have made their continued existence possible. The scientific value of many of
the objects within the monument requires preservation of areas large enough to maintain the
objects and their interactions. For example, because the area is a remnant of the dwindling
natural ecosystem of the San Joaquin Valley region, some sensitive species depend upon its
entirety for survival. Many species must range within and through the area to maintain viable
populations and their role in the ecosystem. Thus, protection of the aggregate area is necessary
for proper care of the objects. Management of a patchwork of reserved lands would be
impractical, as it would make it more difficult to care for the objects, reduce options for natural
resource management and lead to inconsistent resource management standards for overlapping
resources. In short, our analysis indicates that reservation of a smaller area would undermine
proper care and management of the monument,
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LEGAL EFFECTS OF THE PROCLAMATION

There are several significant aspects of the proclamation. First, it reserves only the federal lands
in the area, because the Antiquities Act applies only to objects of historic or scientific interest
“that are situated upon the lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States.”
16 U.S.C. § 431.

Second, the proclamation is subject to valid existing rights. Thus, to the extent a person or entity
has valid existing rights in the federal lands or resources within the area, the proclamation would
respect their rights. The exercise of such rights could, however, be regulated in order to protect
the purposes of the monument.

Third, the proclamation appropriates and withdraws the federal lands and interests in lands
within the boundaries of the monument from entry, location, sale, leasing or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal from location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws and from disposition under all laws relating to mineral and
geothermal leasing, other than by exchange that furthers the protective purposes of the
monument. The proclamation would therefore prevent the Secretary of the Interior from
exercising discretion under the mineral leasing acts and related laws to lease or sell federal
minerals within the boundaries of the monument, and also prevent the location of new mining
claims under the 1872 Mining Law. The acquired federal lands in the monument are not subject
to mining claim location (see Rawson v. United States, 225 F.2d 855 (9" Cir. 1955)); to provide
clear public notice, the proclamation withdraws all the federal lands in the monument, including
the acquired lands, from the Mining Law.

Fourth, the proclamation reserves, subject to valid existing rights and as of the date of the
proclamation, sufficient water to fulfill the purposes for which the monument is established.
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE MONUMENT
Management by the Bureau of Land Management

The federal lands in the area described in the proclamation are currently under the jurisdiction of
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the Department of the Interior. BLM manages the
land pursuant to its basic organic authorities, the primary one being the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA). The proclamation would have the Secretary of the Interior
manage the monument through this agency. The result would be that management of the federal
land would continue under this agency’s existing authorities, but subject to the overriding
purpose of protecting the objects described in the proclamation. The establishment of the
monument thus constitutes an overlay on the management regime otherwise applicable to lands
managed by the BLM. It limits the management discretion that the BLM would otherwise have,
by mandating protection of the historic and scientific objects within the national monument.

Currently, the BLM manages the Carrizo Plain area under a cooperative management agreement
with The Nature Conservancy and the California Department of Fish and Game. After review
and revision of the agreement, as appropriate, to ensure its consistency with the Proclamation,
this arrangement will continue.

The inclusion of Wilderness Study Area lands within the Carrizo Plain National Monument
would have no effect on the Wilderness Study Area status or on any Congressional action to
designate lands within the monument as wilderness. Congress has, in fact, many times in the
past designated wilderness within existing national monuments. The Wilderness Act of 1964
serves some values (e.g., outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation) that are not addressed in the Antiquities Act of 1906 which, as noted earlier, serves to
protect “objects of historic or scientific interest.” On the other hand, section 2(c) of the
Wilderness Act expressly acknowledges that wilderness areas “may...contain ecological,
geological, or other features of scientific, education...or historic value,” and section 4(b) directs
that wilderness areas “shall be devoted to the public purposes™ of, among others, “scientific,
educational, conservation, and historical use.”
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Impact of Monument Designation on Existing or Planned Activities in the Area

Currently permitted livestock grazing (including water impoundments and similar range
improvements), hunting, fishing, and similar activities
An experimental grazing program is being conducted in the area for the purposes of
scientific research and study under 43 CFR 4130.5(b)(2). Grazing under this authority
can continue as long as such use is consistent with the protection of the objects outlined
in the proclamation, and as long as information derived from monitoring supports its use
for the benefit of native species and natural communities.

Hunting and other similar uses are generally not affected except where (1) the BLM,
through processes required by existing law, identifies places where such uses ought to be
restricted or prohibited as necessary to protect the federal lands and resources, including
the objects protected by the monument designation, or (2) the BLM finds a clear threat
from such a use to the federal lands and resources, including the objects protected by the
monument designation, and the circumstances call for swift protective action. Such uses
will, of course, remain subject to applicable laws and regulations, and will therefore
remain subject to regulation and limitation under such provisions for reasons other than
establishment of the monument.

Use of existing rights-of-way (such as those established by Title V of FLPMA)
Use of existing rights-of-way will generally be subject to the same standards as described
in the preceding section addressing currently permitted uses. In some cases existing
rights-of-way may include valid existing rights. The exercise of such rights may be
regulated in order to protect the purposes of the monument, but any regulation must
respect such rights.

Off-road vehicle use
For purposes of protecting the objects it identifies, the proclamation prohibits motorized
and mechanized travel off road, except for authorized administrative or emergency
purposes. The current management plan generally prohibits travel off road in the
monument, so there should be no change in actual practice.

Activities on state or private land
The area within the boundaries of the monument contains approximately 6,400 acres land
owned by the California Department of Fish and Game, approximately 6,400 acres owned
by The Nature Conservancy, and approximately 42,000 acres that are in other private
ownerships. The monument designation would not apply to those lands, but the
proclamation provides that if any of these lands within the outer boundaries of the
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monument are acquired into federal ownership in the future, they will become part of the
monument. In the absence of acquisition, the laws applicable to the use of private or state
lands prior to the establishment of the monument will continue to apply.

Mineral activity
The proclamation withdraws the portions of the monument where the Federal government
owns the mineral estate from the 1872 Mining Law (30 U.S.C. § 21 et seq), and from all
forms of entry, appropriation or disposal under the public land laws. Existing mining
claims that contain a valid discovery of a valuable mineral deposit as of the date of the
designation would contain valid existing rights. The exercise of such rights may be
regulated in order to protect the purposes of the monument, but any regulation must
respect such rights. Existing mining claims that lack a valid discovery of a valuable
mineral deposit have no valid existing rights; activities on such claims may be regulated
or prohibited to protect the purposes of the monument.

Approximately 100,000 acres of land within the monument is acquired land for which the
federal government owns the surface estate only. The Nature Conservancy is a partial
owner of the mineral estate for the largest block of acquired lands (the former
Oppenheimer ranches). Where the federal government owns only the surface estate, the
property regulations in the mineral estate are governed largely by state, not federal, law.
Although gypsum and phosphate are common in the monument, potential for
development of these minerals is considered very low due to high mining costs.

Only one area in the monument now produces commercial quantities of 0il and gas. This
1s a unit containing six Federal oil and gas leases covering approximately 6,000 acres on
the south side of the Caliente range. Any valid existing rights in such leases, within this
unit or elsewhere in the monument, will be respected if the area is proclaimed a national
monument. Despite the drilling of at least 267 exploratory wells since 1901, no
commercially successful wells have been developed, outside of this one unit. This lack of
exploration success in the monument is attributed to the lack of a mature organic source
for hydrocarbons. Because exploratory activity has resulted in only minor commercial
success and has dwindled over time, the potential for further oil and gas development is
regarded as low. New leases or sales of federally owned minerals would be prohibited as
the proclamation withdraws the area from all applicable federal mineral leasing, minerals
sales and related laws.
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