United States Code

TITLE 16 - CONSERVATION

CHAPTER 1 - NATIONAL PARKS, MILITARY PARKS, MONUMENTS, AND
SEASHORES

SUBCHAPTER CIX - SAN PEDRO RIPARIAN NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA

Sec. 460xx. Establishment

(a) In general

In order to protect the riparian area and the aquatic, wildlife, archeological,
paleontological, scientific, cultural, educational, and recreational resources of the public lands
surrounding the San Pedro River in Cochise County, Arizona, there is hereby established the San
Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (hereafter in this subchapter referred to as the
"conservation area").

(b) Area included

The conservation area shall consist of public lands as generally depicted on a map
entitled "San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area - Proposed" numbered AZ-040-OZ,
dated January 1988, and consisting of approximately 56,431 acres.

(c) Map

As soon as is practicable after November 18, 1988, a map and legal description of the
conservation area shall be filed by the Secretary of the Interior (hereafter in this subchapter
referred to as the "Secretary") with the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States
Senate. Each such map shall have the same force and effect as if included in this subchapter.
Such map shall be on file and available for public inspection in the Office of the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior, and in the Bureau of Land
Management offices of the State Director for Arizona, and the district office responsible for the
management of the conservation area.

Sec. 460xx-1. Management

(a) General authorities

The Secretary shall manage the conservation area in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the riparian area and the aquatic, wildlife, archeological, paleontological,
scientific, cultural, educational, and recreational resources of the conservation area. Such
management shall be guided by this subchapter and, where not inconsistent with this subchapter,
by the provisions of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) (hereinafter in this subchapter referred to as "FLPMA").

(b) Uses

The Secretary shall only allow such uses of the conservation area as he finds will further
the primary purposes for which the conservation area is established. Except where needed for
administrative or emergency purposes, the use of motorized vehicles in the conservation area



shall only be allowed on roads specifically designated for such use as part of the management
plan prepared pursuant to section 460xx-2 of this title. The Secretary shall have the power to
implement such reasonable limits to visitation and use of the conservation area as he finds
appropriate for the protection of the resources of the conservation area, including requiring
permits for public use, or closing portions of the conservation area to public use.

(c) Withdrawals

Subject to valid existing rights, all Federal lands within the conservation area are hereby
withdrawn from all forms of entry, appropriation, or disposal under the public land laws; from
location, entry, and patent under the United States mining laws; and from disposition under all
laws pertaining to mineral and geothermal leasing and all amendments thereto.

(d) Water rights

Congress reserves for the purposes of this reservation, a quantity of water sufficient to
fulfill the purposes of the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area created by this
subchapter. The priority date of such reserve rights shall be November 18, 1988. The Secretary
shall file a claim for the quantification of such rights in an appropriate stream adjudication.

(e) Enforcement

Any person who violates any provision of this subchapter or any regulation promulgated
by the Secretary to implement this subchapter shall be subject to a fine of up to $10,000, or
imprisonment for up to one year, or both.

Sec. 460xx-2. Management plan

(a) Development of plan

No later than 2 years after November 18, 1988, the Secretary shall develop a
comprehensive plan for the long-range management and protection of the conservation area. The
plan shall be developed with full opportunity for public participation and comment, and shall
contain provisions designed to assure protection of the riparian area and the aquatic, wildlife,
archeological, paleontological, scientific, cultural, educational, and recreation resources and
values of the conservation area.

(b) Recommendations

The Secretary shall, in the comprehensive plan referred to in subsection (a) of this
section, develop recommendations to Congress on whether additional lands should be included
in the conservation area.

(c) Cooperative agreements

The Secretary may enter into cooperative agreements with appropriate State and local
agencies, pursuant to section 1737(b) of title 43, to better implement the plan developed pursuant
to subsection (a) of this section.



(d) Research
In order to assist in the development of appropriate management strategies for the
conservation area, the Secretary may authorize research on matters including the environmental,

biological, hydrological, and cultural resources of the conservation area, pursuant to section
1737(a) of title 43.

Sec. 460xx-3. Advisory Committee

(a) Establishment

The Secretary shall establish a San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area Advisory
Committee, whose purpose shall be to advise the Secretary with respect to the preparation and
implementation of the comprehensive, long-range plan required pursuant to section 460xx-2 of
this title.

(b) Representation

There shall be 7 members of the Committee, who shall be appointed by the Secretary.
Members of the Committee shall be appointed for terms of three years, except that of the
members first appointed 2 shall be appointed for terms of 1 year and 3 shall be appointed for
terms of 2 years. The Secretary shall appoint one member from nominations supplied by the
Governor of the State of Arizona, and one member from nominations supplied by the
Supervisors of Cochise County, Arizona. The other members shall be persons with recognized
backgrounds in wildlife conservation, riparian ecology, archeology, paleontology, or other
disciplines directly related to the primary purposes for which the conservation area was created.

Sec. 460xx-4. Land acquisition

The Secretary may acquire lands or interests in lands within the boundaries of the
conservation area by exchange, purchase, or donation, except that any lands or interests therein
owned by the State or local government may be acquired by donation or exchange only. Any
purchase or exchange of lands to be added to the conservation area shall require the consent of
the owner of those lands or rights.

Sec. 460xx-5. Report to Congress

No later than five years after November 18, 1988, and every ten years thereafter, the
Secretary shall report to the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate, on the
implementation of this subchapter. Such report shall include a detailed statement on the
condition of the resources within the conservation area and of the progress of the Bureau of Land
Management in achieving the purposes of this subchapter.

Sec. 460xx-6. Authorization of appropriations

There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry
out the provisions of this subchapter.



