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Details of the Coastal Inventory Data Kiosk
Locator maps.

Locator maps provide easy access to all the data, aerial photos and ground photos.
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Thumbnail images provide context.

Low resolution thumbnails across the top of the data viewer provide a continuous visual context to the tabular and graphic data. The thumbnails are linked to high resolution versions of the images.
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Graphs simplify complex tabular data.
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Background information supplements data.

An Ethnoecological Encyclopedia was created with photos, observed distribution maps, and ecological and ethnological information about the 70-plus marine intertidal organisms searched for during the coastal biological inventory.
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Kl Ethnoecological Encyclopedia

» Common Name: Use this pull-down menu to select organism(s): Help with ‘iew Coastal
c Using This [rata Form Yiewing Form

Green Sea Urchin

 General Infurmatiun_i Physical Description Ecology I_Eultural Importance I _Taxonomgj _Bihligg_la_g_ll_l,gj_

what the organism eats: where the organism lives:
Frefers to graze kelps. espedially laminarians such as Bull Kelp Habitat:
Tlingit Name: (Nereocystis luetkeana). If large algae is unavailable, they will also  Mast often found on racky bottoms, but can be faund on sand and

eat green algae (Monostroma spp. and Uk/a spp ). diatoms, small sandy mud. Also seen an pilingsl
barnacles, coralline algae, and detritus. Occasionally preys upon

larger animals (such as Katharina tunicata). Also scavenges fish

carcasses.

nées'

Vertical distribution:
Low intertidal to 130 m (427 ff).

Geographical distribution:

Arctic Alaska to Washington State; North Atlantic; circurnpolar in
the narthern hemisphere.

What eats the organism:

Predators include the Oregon Triton (Fusitriton aregonensis),
karning Sun Star (Solaster dawsaoni). Sunflower Star (Fycnopoadia

: T o helianthoides). Red King Crab (Paralithodes camtschaticus), Sea
L T 1L e o Otter (Enyhdra Lutris). River Otter (Lutra canadensis). large sea Additional information about the organism:
iew Larger Photos | anemones, eider ducks. gulls. Commaon Ravens (Corvus corax).

Surrounding the mouth is the "Aristotle's lantern”, a structure that
includes 5 hardened teeth used far scraping organisms off rocks

Observed Distribution Mazpopoen; %E;tsﬂine | [see photos). Areas of the bottomn (fvpically subtidal) completely

stripped of algae by sea urching are called "urchin barrens".

Marthwestern Crows (Corvus caurinus), and hurmans.

Large numbers of sea urchins can destroy entire kelp beds.
P : A e When urchins were experimentally rermowed fram the subtidal
; . Qrgamsm 2 fee(_ilng style and trophic position zone in Torch Bay in Glacier Bay National Park (artificially
S A ¢ in the food web: mimicking the effect of sea ofter predation), large multi-species
- }L':.'f‘. _'{..‘., e, Herhivore/grazer, occasionally & carmivorous predator. kelp beds grew back in only one year. The planktonic larvae
e 'n\f: i\ - disperse widely, enabling colonization of new areas.
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For more information please contact:

Lewis Sharman
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve
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National Park Service
P.O. Box 140

Gustavus, AK 99826 U s e r | e e
907-697-2230

lewis_sharman@nps.gov

Contact: glba_resource_management@nps.gov Last update: August 28, 2006
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