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This task requires students to evaluate the appropriateness of {formal text features/content} in relation to
the intended tone of a notice about immunization. Readers need to draw on their understanding of what
constitutes appropriate style for a particular purpose and audience.

Question 2: FLU 
Reading task: Reflection and evaluation
Text format: Continuous

We can talk about the content of a piece of 
writing (what it says).

We can talk about its style (the way it is presented).

Fiona wanted the style of this information sheet to
be friendly and encouraging.

Do you think she succeeded?

Explain your answer by referring in detail to the
layout, style of writing, pictures or other graphics.

Scoring – Question 2: FLU

Fully
Correct: Answers which refer accurately to the text AND relate

style to purpose, and in a way that is consistent with the
writer’s intention of being “friendly and encouraging”.The
answer must do AT LEAST ONE of the following:

1. refer to one of the features in detail (layout, style
of writing, pictures or other graphics or other
similar detail) – that is, to a specific part or 
quality of a feature; AND/OR

2. use evaluative terms other than “friendly” and
“encouraging”. (Note that such terms as 
“interesting,” “easy to read” and “clear” are 
not sufficiently specific on their own.)

Opinion about whether Fiona succeeded may be
stated or implied.

Partially 
Correct: Answers which refer accurately to the text AND

relate purpose to information and content (rather
than style), and acknowledge the writer’s intention
of being “friendly and encouraging”.

Opinion about whether Fiona succeeded may be stated or implied.

Incorrect: Answers which show inaccurate comprehension of the material or are 
implausible or irrelevant.

United Kingdom 74 ▲

Japan 72 ▲

Australia 62 ▲

Germany 61 ▲

Ireland 59 ▲

Belgium 56 ▲

Canada 55 ▲

Austria 54 O

New Zealand 54 O

Sweden 53 O

Italy 49 O

Poland 49 O

Denmark 49 O
OECD average 48

Spain 47 O

Czech Republic 46 O

Finland 45 O

Hungary 44 O

France 44 O

Iceland 43 O

Portugal 42 ▼

Luxembourg 41 O

Korea, Republic of 41 ▼

Norway 38 ▼

Greece 37 ▼

United States 37 ▼

Switzerland 37 ▼

Latvia 34 ▼

Russian Federation 28 ▼

Brazil 23 ▼

Liechtenstein 17 ▼

Mexico 16 ▼

Overall Percent Correct

Country average vs.

OECD average:

Higher ▲

Not different O
Lower ▼

The OECD average is the average of 27 
of the 32 national averages. Brazil, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, and the Russian Federation
are not OECD countries. The Netherlands
is omitted for technical reasons.
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Reading Literacy

The preceding table is part of a report published by PLAN International, an international aid organiza-
tion. It gives some information about PLAN’s work in one of its regions of operation (Eastern and
Southern Africa). Refer to the table to answer the following questions.

Question 1: PLAN INTERNATIONAL 
What does the table indicate about the level of PLAN International’s 
activity in Ethiopia in 1996, compared with other countries in the region?

A The level of activity was comparatively high in Ethiopia.

B The level of activity was comparatively low in Ethiopia.

C It was about the same as in other countries in the region.

D It was comparatively high in the Habitat category, and low in the other categories.

Scoring – Question 1: PLAN INTERNATIONAL

Correct: Answer B – the level of activity was comparatively low in Ethiopia.

Incorrect: Other answers.

Note:This question is for information only and will not contribute independently to the student’s
score.The answer is taken into account in assessing the answer to Question 2.
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Reading Literacy

This task requires students to hypothesize about an unexpected phenomenon (that an aid agency gives relatively
low levels of support to a very poor country) by taking account of outside knowledge along with {all/some}
relevant information in a complex text on a relatively unfamiliar topic.

Question 2: PLAN INTERNATIONAL 
Reading task: Reflection and evaluation
Text format: Non-continuous

In 1996 Ethiopia was one of the poorest countries
in the world. Taking this fact and the information
in the table into account, what do you think
might explain the level of PLAN International’s
activities in Ethiopia compared with its activities
in other countries?

Scoring – Question 2: PLAN INTERNATIONAL

Fully
Correct: Student has answered Question 1 correctly (Answer

B). Answers which explain the level of PLAN’s
activity by drawing on ALL the information sup-
plied, with explicit or implicit reference to the type
of activity conducted in Ethiopia by PLAN. Answer
must also be consistent with (though does not need
to refer to) BOTH of the following:
1. PLAN’s low level of activity in Ethiopia (informa-

tion supplied in the table); AND
2. Ethiopia’s poverty (information given in the stem).

Partially 
Correct: Student has answered Question 1 correctly (Answer

B). Answers which explain the level of PLAN’s work
by drawing on MOST of the information supplied.
Answer must be consistent with (though does not
need to refer to) BOTH of the following:
1. PLAN’s low level of activity in Ethiopia (informa-

tion supplied in the table); AND
2. Ethiopia’s poverty (information given in the stem).

Incorrect: Student has answered Question 1 incorrectly (not
Answer B).
OR: Student has answered Question 1 correctly

(Answer B) but the answer does not take into
account the information supplied about Ethiopia’s
relative poverty.

OR: Student has answered Question 1 correctly
(Answer B) but gives an insufficient or vague or inaccurate answer.

OR: Student has answered Question 1 correctly (Answer B) but gives an implausible or
irrelevant answer.
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Overall Percent Correct

Country average vs.

OECD average:

Higher ▲

Not different O
Lower ▼

The OECD average is the average of 27 
of the 32 national averages. Brazil, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, and the Russian Federation
are not OECD countries. The Netherlands
is omitted for technical reasons.

Greece 13 ▲

Mexico 11 ▲

Latvia 10 ▲

Korea, Republic of 9 ▲

Brazil 8 O

Japan 7 O

Spain 7 O

Czech Republic 6 O

Switzerland 6 O

Iceland 6 O

Denmark 6 O

France 5 O
OECD average 5

Germany 5 O

Ireland 4 O

Italy 4 O

Belgium 4 O

Austria 4 O

New Zealand 4 O

Liechtenstein 3 O

Australia 3 O

Russian Federation 3 O

Canada 3 ▼

Norway 3 ▼

Hungary 2 ▼

Sweden 2 ▼

United Kingdom 2 ▼

Finland 2 ▼

Portugal 2 ▼

United States 1 ▼

Luxembourg 1 ▼
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