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Vi si on St at enent

Sal i nas Puebl o M ssions National Mnunment, conprised of Gan Quivira, Quarai and Abo,
represents a |larger region of east central New Mexi co known in Spanish colonial tines
as the Salinas Jurisdiction. The nane "salinas" refers to the large salt |akes found
in the area that formed the basis for early settlenent and trade.

For over 300 years prior Spanish arrival in the Anerican Sout hwest, Native Americans
lived in sel f-sustaining pueblos, or towns, along the eastern flanks of the Manzano
nmount ai ns. They farned, hunted, traded and worshi pped their own gods. Wen the
Spani sh Colonials arrived, they established "missions" at the sites of the |arger

I ndi an pueblos in an effort to convert themto a newreligion - Catholicism A najor
conponent of the m ssions was usually a massive church an convento in which the priest
| i ved and conduct ed church busi ness.

Because the nissions of the Salinas province were abandoned in the seventeeth century
and not resettled until rmuch later, they remain a "capsule in tinme" through which New
Mexi co in the first century of Spanish-Indian contact can be studied. Wth tine
seem ng to have stopped in 1678, there are unique opportunities for research and

i nterpretation. Through archeol ogi cal evidence, architectural characteristics, and

| argel y unexpl ored historic docunmentation, broad patterns of seventeenth century Indian
and Spani sh settlement, economny, and political administration can be reconstructed.

Anal ysi s of these broad patterns and institutions at Salinas provides insight and
understanding into a century of expansion, occupation and cultural continuity and
change that has not received sufficient attention

The Centennial vision for Salinas Pueblo Mssions is to:
1. Design an interpretive programfor each of the resource sites and the nonunent's
orientation center in

Mount ai nair, New Mexico that is not repetitive in content, but rather
progressively increases one's

understanding with each site that is visited.
2. Preserve and protect the physical remains of the m ssions, pueblos and resettlenment
structures through

and ongoi ng and sustai nabl e preservation program
3. Commenorate the 100th anniversary of Gran Quivira's inclusion into the Nationa
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Site:

SAPU EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Continue to provide teachers with resources to conduct classroomactivities
which will conplinment and enhance the student |earning experiences at the
Monument . Currently through the nmonunents educational program The Salt

M ssion Schol ars Program the programoffers three teachers' kits for each
unit containing a teacher's guide, brochures, and theme-rel ated resources
such as books, video-tapes, maps, artifacts, and nore. The teacher's guide
i ncl udes information on how to use the naterials, |esson plans, and
procedures for arranging on-site visits. The lesson plans will assist
teachers in hel ping students achi eve New Mexi co State Social Studies

Conpet ency St andards.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



