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Objectives: 
1. Improve accuracy, reproducibility, and ease of measuring/estimating feed digestibility for fiber and 

protein for use in developing feeding strategies for improving animal performance.

2. Develop rapid methods for measuring feed qualities to improve on-farm precision of feeding.

3. Establish methods to measure feed characteristics of nutritional relevance in dairy cattle diets. 

Approach: 
 The approaches for the diverse projects in this research will also be diverse. They will include evalua-

tion of feed evaluation equipment and methods used on the farm and in the laboratory to measure 
specific feed components or their digestibility. We will compare the results of the experimental ap-
proaches to values for the feed components measured with standard measurement systems, or to 
digestibility data from studies with dairy cattle.

U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center
USDA-Agricultural Research Service
1925 Linden Dr. W., Madison, WI  53706    l 608-890-0050

http://ars.usda.gov/mwa/madison/dfrc 

Scientists: Mary Beth Hall Vacant (chemist)
 Glen Broderick Matthew Digman
 David Mertens  Neal Martin 

Greener Horizons for Crops ,  Cows ,  and Communities


