The Oil Spill Quiz

Most of us use oil, or products made from oil, every day. We use it to fuel our cars, trucks, and buses, and to heat our houses; to lubricate all types of machinery; to make the asphalt we use to pave roads; to make plastics; and to make medicines, ink, fertilizers, pesticides, paints, varnishes, and electricity. It’s important to understand that because we rely on oil, we run the risk of oil spills. All of us share responsibility both for creating the problem of oil spills and for finding ways to solve the problem. 

Take this interactive quiz to test your knowledge of oil spills, as well as what you have learned about the recovery of Prince William Sound since the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989. Good luck!



1. Of the Exxon Valdez oil that now remains in Prince William Sound, the majority is located where?

A. On the surface of sandy, cobbled, or rocky beaches.

B. In the water of the Sound.

C. In the sediments at the bottom of the Sound.

D. In the subsurface sediments of sandy, cobbled, or rocky beaches.

E. None of the above.

2. Oil is ONLY harmful to an animal if it is ingested (swallowed).

A. True

B. False

3. Oil spilled from the tanker Exxon Valdez because:

A. it ran into an iceberg.

B. it collided with another ship.

C. it ran aground on a beach.

D. it ran aground on a reef.

E. None of the above.

4. Which of the following statements is TRUE regarding the ultimate fate of the nearly 11 million gallons of oil spilled by the Exxon Valdez?

A. Most of the oil ended up on the beaches of Prince William Sound.

B. Most of the oil evaporated, dispersed in the water of the sound, or degraded through natural processes.

C. Most of the oil was recovered and removed by cleanup crews.

D. Most of the oil sank to the bottom subtidal areas of Prince William Sound and still resides in those sediments.

E. None of the above.

5. Based on their research, scientists have learned that it is always preferable to clean up an oiled beach as opposed to simply leaving it alone to recover naturally.

A. True

B. False

6. Today, the LEAST weathered oil in Prince William Sound is typically found:

A. exposed on the surface of beaches.

B. floating in the water of the sound.

C. buried in the sediments of beaches.

D. right below the surface of beaches.

E. on rocks and boulders.

7. All of the following marine organisms are typically found in the intertidal zone of Prince William Sound EXCEPT:

A. Barnacles

B. Mussels

C. Rockweed

D. giant kelp

E. periwinkle snails

8. Oil is a mixture of many different chemicals.

A. True

B. False

9. Scientists might “fingerprint” a sample of oil collected at a spill site:

A. to determine where the oil originated.

B. to determine its chemical components.

C. to attempt to determine who spilled it.

D. to determine how and if it has weathered.

E. All of the above.

10. What happens to oil when it first hits the water?

A. It sinks to the bottom and mixes with the sediments.

B. It mixes in evenly throughout the water.

C. It floats, and then spreads out quickly on the water’s surface, forming an oil slick.

D. All of the above.

The End!
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