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As a matter of policy, the Center for Education Statistics is concerned with protecting the privacy of
individuals who participate in voluntary surveys. We want to let you know that:

1. Section 406 of the General Education Provisions Act (20-USC 1221e-1) allows us to ask you the
questions in this questionnaire.

2. You may skip any questions you do not wish to answer.

3 We are asking you these questions in order to gather information about what happens to students as
they move into high school and make decisions about postsecondary education and work.

4. Your responses will be merged with those of other respondents, and the answers you give will never
be identified as yours.




INTRODUCTION

This questionnaire is directed to the school principal. It is divided into seven sections. The first six
sections request mainly factual information about this school and its programs. These sections can be answered either
by the principal or by a designee who is able to provide the requested information. The final section requests
judgmental evaluations about the school climate, and we ask that this section be completed by the principal personally.

Some factual questions may request information that is not readily available from school records (e.g., the
racial/ethnic composition of the eighth grade student body). Informed estimates are acceptable for such questions.
Your estimates will be better than ours. Please answer directly on the questionnaire by circling the appropriate number

or by writing your response in the space provided.

We realize that you are very busy; however, we ask that you complete the questionnaire and return it to
vour school’s Study Coordinator within the next two weeks (or sooner, if asked by the coordinator). To protect the

confidentiality of your responses, we suggest that you return the completed questionnaire 1o its original envelope and

then seal the envelope before turning it in.
Thank you very much for your help.

NOTE: Reference is made to Language-Minority (LM) and Limited-English-Proficient (LEF) students as well as
English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) programs throughout the questionnaire. For this study, the following definitions

apply:

Language-Minority (LM) Students: A student in whose home a non-English language typically is spoken.
Such students may include those whose English is fluent enough to benefit from instruction in academic
subjects offered in English as well as students whose English proficiency is limited. '

Limited- English-Proficient (LEP) Students: A student whose native language 15 other than English and
whose skills in listening to, speaking, reading, or writing English are such that he/she derives little benelit
from school instruction in English, '

English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) Program: An instructional program designed to teach listening,
speaking, reading, and writing English language skills to students.




SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS

1. Circle all grade levels included in your school.

PK K 0102 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13+

2. As of October 1, 1987 (or the nearest date for which data are available), what was the total student enrollment in
your school?

| | _1_|_| Number
3. As of October 1, 1987 (or the nearest date for which data are available), what was the total eighth grade student
enrollment in your school?
| || __|_| Number
4., Which category best describes your school?
(CIRCLE ONE)
Public S5chool ... cserccsnremsrenssssensssssasssasssenses L
Private, Catholic:
DiD{:EEEm P e R
Rﬂllg_lﬂl.lﬁ. Cirdr:r . 4
Private, Other R&ingmus Aff' hatmn DTRDRRR. |
Private, No Religious Affiliation .. seesmrnnsnsnrenrres D
3. What is the major program orientation for eighth grade students in your school?
. (CIRCLE ONE)
General (comprehensive) ..o L (SKIP TO Q.6)
SPECAZEA 1ovorromeressrscesrsrsseserssmssmssersemsssnsmsssssssnnees. 2 (GO TO A BELOW)
(CIRCLE ONE)
A, Science/technology ....ccoeimemnsnnscsnmenmen 1
VOeational ... s 3
Handicapped ... 4
Gifted .. ST,
Foreign Languagc or -Dthf:r
Humanities .. etems s e e nrnns O
Other [please spccl[y}
4
6. How many days are there in the school year for eighth grade students in your school?

| | _|__| Number of school days




10.

How many class periods are there in the school day for eighth grade students in your school?

|_|_| Number of class periods

How many minutes long are class periods for eighth grade students in your school?

| | | | Number of minutes

How long is the school day for eighth grade students in your school?

Hours | _|__| plus minutes | __|_|

Please provide the names and addresses of the high schools that eighth grade students in your school would
commonly attend for the tenth grade.

Name Address




STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS

11.  What is the average daily attendance rate for eighth grade students in your school? (Include both excused
absences and unexcused absences in figuring this rate.)

To

I

12.  On the average, what percentage of eighth grade students enrolled at the beginning of the school year are still
enrolled at the end of the school year? (Exclude those students who transferred into the school after the
beginning of the school year in figuring this rate.)

13,  What percentages of your current eighth grade students are members of the following groups? (Enter zerg if
none. Percents should sum to 100.)

a. American Indian or Alaskan Native oo . | | | | %
b. Asian or Pacific Islander I_l_l_| %
¢. Hispanic ||| %
d. Black, not of Hispanic origin l_l_|_| %
"e. White, not of Hispanic origin | | | | %

14.  What percent of your eighth grade students would you estimate live in a single parent family?

(CIRCLE ONE)
None 01
19%-25% 02
26%-50% 03
519%-75% )%
T69-99% 05
All ettt e e e 06
Cannot estimate 07

15.  'What percent of the eighth grade students are limited English profident (LEP)?
Circle the Percentage Range That Represents Your Best Estimate

(CIRCLE ONE)
10% or less 01
T e I — 02
A B U 03
31-40% .. s - - 4
41-50% T S S 05
51-60% ... . R |
61-70% ... I S 07
71-80% - 03
B1% or more . 09




16.

17.

18.

19,

How many students a your school reczive the following special services? (If serviee is not provided, enter zero.)

a. Free and reduced-price school
lunch program ... |
Remedial reading ; |
i
|

Remedial math rerns
Bilingual education ...
e. English as a Second Language training
(not Bilingual Education) : |
Special EAUCAHOR ......ovssremmmmsserssrmsssssesssssass .|
- |
.

o L

Gifted and talented education ...
Job training ....ceeecmesmenn - .

P

TEACHING STAFF CHARACTERISTICS

How many full-time regular teachers work in your school?

|_1_|_| Number

What is the major way that your school is organized for eighth grade student instruction?

(CIRCLE ONE)
Self-contained clags - the same students are taught by one or more
teachers for all or part of the day . _— - 1
W - students are taught by different ti_:zichérs
for each subject....eiea S A T S SO A “ 2
Semi-departmentalized - students are taught by different teachers
for SOME Of thElr SUDJECLS ..o serr e ceresssrscssms sememsssrrassrss s s s s ans s et sems e e e 3

What is the base salary for a beginning teacher with a bachelor’s degree (or minimum required degree) in your
school district?

SI_I_LI_1_1_]00

Dollar amount

How many of your full-time regular teaching staff are members of the following groups? (Eater zero if none.)

American Indian or Alaskan Native ......ceeeee. |
Asian or Pacilic Islander .....ooocecemrresssresssns -
Hispanic ........ et e eas |
Black, not of Hlspam:: ung;m = [
White, not of Hispanic origin ............ |

o ap ow

|_I_|
|_I_]|
|_1_|
|||
—1_I

i

How many members of your full-time regular teaching staff have a degree beyond the bachelor's degree?

|__|__|__]| Number

How many teachers are assigned to teach English language /language assistance classes for eighth grade (for
example, LEP classes or ESL classes)? Include part-time teachers.

|__|_|__| Number of teachers




33, Is the regular teaching staff in your school covered by a collective bargaining procedure(s)?

(CIRCLE ONE}
NO e ranees R -

Regulations prohibit such procedures .o 3

SCHOOL POLICIES and PRACTICES

24, Which of the following describe the practices for assignment of students to your school?

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
Yes No

a. All pupils in a particular geographic area (or district)

AtEEnd this SCROOL ....ovvsieiiesmersnsiessesssesssssssassssssamssmsses s ssssasssssssssssasssusmmasmrssssssssssassasmness L 2
b. Pupils in a particular geographic area (or district) are gencrally

assigned to this school but transfers are frequently allowed ..o 1 2

~¢.  Pupils are assigned from particular areas to achieve desired racial

or ethnic composition in the school ..t | 2
d. Pupils are assigned to this school based on an entrance test or other

ACRIEVEMENT CTIIETIA 1.vuvmuenaessensesessesssssssrensrenssrssesssasens sassss s sbsmsssssnmssmssass s sestessassssssnsisnsns | 2
e. Other (please specify) R | 2
[.  Private school, does 00t APPLY ... sssssssssssssrs s sssass L 2

25.  Does your school have formal admission/application procedures?

(CIRCLE ONE)
N coeeeieereseemeressassassasesssseassasssansentsaen seannn susneaensansssmmnars o (SKIP TO Q29

26.  How many students applied for admission to your school for the current school year?

N T

| — e

Number

How many applicants were accepted for admission to your school for the current school year?

N O O

Number




20,

31.

32

How often is consideration given to the following items regarding your school’s admission practices?
(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
Always Usually  Sometimes  Seldom Never

a. Level of performance on
standardized achievement
OT APHIUDE LESE .ovvevcmmscmssmnssiinsss 1 cvvevsmesnsss 2 wnvsmnsoniisn . 3 ssemssnsonse & | eovensnnine

b. Level of performance on
Writlen admission tES e 1 cviiire 2 smscinne 3 vvtmses & i 9

¢.  Personal interview with
parent /guardian ......ommemmeee 1 s 2 vt 3 oo @ | soienrrinien 3

d. Personal interview with

STUAENL oo sssssssemsrenses 1 svssvssssssas & vessesssserse 3 sssessesssess .
e. Recommendation of a

former principal .....ocviveies 1 s 2 s . S L |

f. Recommendation of a
former teacher. i 1 e 2 e 3 s e

g. Recommendation from a
non-family friend
(e.g., pastor, rabbi) .ccvcrnieiee 1 i 2 i PR O S

h. Strong academic record .vceee 1 i 2 srtssinsnnns . SO .

Does your school have a policy requiring students o maintain @ minimum grade point average in order to
participate in school activities such as sports?
(CIRCLE ONE)

?E’S EERRERIEFRYEARERTER Y ESRESYPRAIP RN EESY P EAn A pRadbe bR bed bR RS EESNEAA VR EERIEEERT 1
Hﬂ e DR R EE U RS ERT ER AR ERATRAT R R R b EEREEEEE 1

Is this a public school?

(CIRCLE ONE)

YES orvvicrerensrarmesssssersmnsssmsmssssmasresmssssrssssessesnessesssenes. 1 (SKIP TO (Q35)
NI 1vsresrmssmsreermsrnsseesasssnsssessmasbaesbesnnsansms sensenssenesmnannnararnes

What is the maximum yearly tuition to attend your school?

5|

L] __]_1__].00- Amount

What percentage of your students pay the maximum yearly tuition?

(CIRCLE ONE)

1L |
2695509 .evresesrereseesesssses s 2
S195-T5% woverseresrrsoesmsssmsssssmssssssssmsmssms 3
61006 .errrvesoeseeseeserssese s 4




33

34,

35.

36,

37.

For what percentage of the students in your school are you currently providing financial aid?

Mot applicable: No provisions

for financial aid (check here) .

_I_|%

|

In regard to your school's admissions practices, how often is consideration given to the student’s (family's) ability
to pay your school's tuition?

Always cOnSIAETEd ... nssss e s erens e ans

(CIRCLE ONE)

Usually considered ... sisnes

Sometimes considered
Seldom conSIdered ... eeseeesseessensnes

Never considered ...

Are standardized tests used to assign eighth graders to high school courses/programs?

b = S e Eee e et e e e
IND secarnsesnnansansasnesssssnsnsas e snssssansnsasss

GRADING AND/OR TESTING STRUCTURE

1

LA s Lad B

(CIRCLE ONE)

1
2

For each item listed below, indicate the level of influence each has in the assignment and/or selection of high
school courses/programs for eighth grade students in your school.

= L=

Counselors .....veenesssnnns
Teachers .
PATEOLS coovciiesiisinisionsisssmsssssnssns
Test SCOTES .. iiinsasssss

A

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
Lot Moderate
1
1
1

A e

How often are standardized test results provided to families of students?

Always
1

Usually
2

Sometimes

3

Seldom
4

Mever

3

A Little

MNone

L S =



38.  Are eighth grade students retained in their current grade for any of the following reasons?

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
YES NO

a. Failed competency test for reading ... 1 s 2
b. Failed competency test for mathematics ... 1
¢. Failed competency test fOr SCIENCE .....ccvnmnrnirsrmmssrnsisssessessmmsnssssmssssmsnss b
d. Failed competency test for RISKOTY ..o snsnsanns 1
¢. Failed competency test for general social studies ...oovicccvnvnnicnsicsnnes |

f.  Failed competency test for English/language arts ... 1

[ % T 5 I R S

g. Failed any required course ... s 3

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

39.  How much instruction is required for eighth grade students in each of the following subjects?

{(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
No Less Than
Specific Full One-Half  One-Half
Amount Year Year Year

a. English/Reading ... s ssssssasess 1 svensrions ie B vprsssseses 3 swresarsnienr O
b. Mathematics .. esssessressesssssss 1

£, S BIICE ieiieiiesinernsirassansnnsunes sanass sansnssnsansnn mnsnssnesens nasrassssssbasbns

—

T e T e

e, General SOCIAl SUIAIES oo e s e s seeseessesseessssnans

o
-

Computer EJucation ...

FOreign LANZUAEE .o ssssss s
Art ...

= T

MUSIC oo

(T T S T S S R S )

U P T P T G T S T VL T 5 I T

4
4
4
4
.4
4
4
4
4

i
fa— [ ek =1 g

j.  Physical EQUCALON ...ocveeiesieinecestsmcssssmsssssnsss s s sens

k. Family Life and
SeX EAUCAIION ..vvvvscseesiensssmssssssssssssssssisssssessssrensonmssmeemsss 1 svnvsssmmiss 2 ovnaresienre 3 svsssssisenns

1.  Moral/Ethics
EOUCATION 1rssmsssesses somsom smssssmmmsemsnsnss st sepeememsmssmsssnissmisimsannnne. 1 sevsemsstas 2 savssssemirnns 8 sonesensssess 9

m. Religious EdUCation .....mmeemmsnmmsssmmmssies 1 ssvemesssins 2 somsnsssssnss 3 sonnsiissne 3

Is there a gified and talented program for the eighth grade students in your school?

(CIRCLE ONE)

WES ceruvrrersnnarsrnsssesransassnsessssressassmasnssssmsassensmenmmssesbnssssaisns 4
i L TSSO (SKIP TO (Q.45)




41.  What subjects does the gifted and talented program cover?

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
Yes Mo

Mathematics ... s
SCIBTER oeuveeiiesnnsnssnsrmseronssgasnsssssssanses sessmnsrassnsseasmnssanns
English/LItErature ...
SOCIAl StUAIES oo e
Foreign Language(s) .o
Computer SCIENCE ... asins
Other (please specify)

—

W e An O
[ T e
bd ot bof Pod [ Db d R B

42.  Does gited and talented instruction take place primarily within your school/school building, or primarily outside
it (for example, at another schoal)?

(CIRCLE ONE)

Within (his SCROOL oo seseennee semeeeseeseeeeene L
Al 50me Oher JOCAUOM oo e e v senssmee s eermeenmsenns 2

43.  Which of the following statements BEST describes the way eighth grade gifted and ralented instruction is
organized for the students in your schoaol:

(CIRCLE ONE)

Students are taken from their regular classes for supplemental
gifted and talented INSIPUCIION ...t e e s sms s s sasssmsssesssssmsssssnasensemsassonsss L

Gifted and talented students are grouped together for all or most
subjects and have their OWn CUFFICUIUM oot e s

Gifted and talented students are given enriched instruction only
in the particular subjects in which they excel . 3

Gifted and talented students are given supplemental instruction
within their OWn ClassTOOM s s b s

Other arrangement (please specify) - 3

44, What main factors are considered in the selection of students for the gifted and talented program?

{CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
Yes No
a. Scores on standardized examinations given to all Students .....ocoeerssimiesss s L, 2
b, Additional test TESUIS ... st L nneiiiies S

¢. Teacher or counselor recommendations and FEPOTLS .ooeesreersressiesssrensrnssmssnssessasssens L ——

[

d.. PArental TEQUESES v cirmseresreressssmssres s remsnns sesmmsseseassensnses sasssnsesensssmssens s sesssnsenssenssnsenssasmessens L sstsnsssssnss &

2. SChool Brades .o e e st es e s et sseteescetssatieas L arenenrrennans

(]

[.  Providing opportunities for racial and ethnic groups ... L,

[

B Porsonal IMTEEVIEW v ess e ieesesss e s s sns s e e s ssssn e e ramtssse st sussnms seassssmssuassmennerennss L 1emessressssns

[

R, SIUAEDL FEQUESES tuveuesiermssissensisssimsisssinssssssensssssessnssassinsms sesossisssssmnsssssnssnssnssssssnssmsssssmssmsrenins L seessssesionas

[ T

.. Other (please specify) S |

10




45, Please indicate which of the following are offered by your school in the eighth grade.

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)

YES NO
5, English taught to LEP students .....cvvviies 1 viviviiinns 2

h.  Which academic subjects are taught in a non-English language?

English/reading ........couoeesvmmvemmsmmmarmmsrenssissnns 1 snvsssesnessenas
MathemMALICS .oovereescecercmreernsecenisssessessnnrsss L coevenssensrenes
SCIBTICE ceiremscemssrmssensssmsmnsmnsssmsssennssssssssmnrsnnsse L srsssssesssensns
Social studies /RISIOTY .. 1 ciimsseens s

[ R L

L]

c.  What non-English languages are academic subjects (not foreign language courses) taught in?
French nminnssnsssesismssesssssemmssssnre 1 svessssassnssnss 2

Other (please specify) | R

d. Foreign language courses ......ovmrmsss 1 cvcvsssnnnnes 2

46, Are the following activities available to eighth grade students in your school?

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)

Yo Mo
Academic RONOr SOCIELIES . ovvveeeeserercseeessnsesssnssnsssssnsesmssses 1 suesressessnenens

[ 8

=

-

& n

b=

Drama clubs ....c.ccovveerees

3

-

Service clubs ...ciceeenes

=

Mathematics club(8) oo rmssseeens L atiesimsssmmenn:

=
U R R

Science club(s) ... L

. History club(s) ..o v 1

(]

j.  Other subject matter clubs (e.2., art) i 1o
k.  S5CIENCE FAITS ..ooceoereeesemscossessisnssisnisnss sassmsansassnssssssnssnsssnnssnnsearss 1 sesssssssssesses

. Student council{s) ... msresresnsiossss 1 ssesssnnnenss

| T S I

m.  Student DEWSPAPET ..ot s imsaseers L sssinsinnans

n. Student yearbook ... Lo

F-3

0. Foreign language clubs . b,

I

fe-d

P OFChestid comimnismsemersemssmsssssssrmsaimsms semsmsnssassssspsssrpssmsmmssssmnitts L sseyeemsemmssnas
q

Relifious Organizalions ... e L s,

[ 25

r.  Debate or speech IEAMS .ovvveiceceeceinsisincnrmnrmsirssrmsmssssnssns 1 sesssimssnssnaens

[ R L

5. Interscholastic SPOTLS s L sstsmsiae,

L Intramural SPOFLS s smsms s ssrsssssmsssmnenrs 1 sassassssennasas

[ B

u.  Vocational education Clubs ..cvemseesesssssseessrsrseeseses L asnesrssens

b

[

v. Cheerleading and related activities ..oocecsinmirmmieeccssins b vassnsnnas,

11




SCHOOL CLIMATE

47.  For each of the characteristics listed below which help to define the climate of your school, indicate how much it
deseribes your school.

{(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)

Not at all Very much
accurate accurate
for this for this
school school

a. There is conflict berween
teachers and
AAMIMISIFALOTS vovveevenicnsssseieee L vvvsreerreeses 2 vvvessressees 3 cvsssmssiee. F sirresarense 3

b.  Discipline is emphasized
at this SCROOL cvvvrssrmsrmrmnrsss 1 svssvrmsssnr 2 vvmerernerares 3 cenesnsreeer ¥ v 9

¢.  Students place a priority
on learning ... L

[t
(¥
e
Ly

d. The classroom environment
for students is
1) [ 1§ =1+ N |

[
o
A
Ly

e. Teachers at this school
encourage students to do

f.  Students are expected
to do homework ..eeccveee 1 ciiveiiieee 2 e 3 s & i 2

g.  Teacher morale is high vvvceee. 1 e 2 e 3 e e 3

h. Teachers have a negative
attitude about students .....cco.. 1 iicees 2 i 3 e i 3

i.  Teachers find it difficult
Lo MOLIVALE SIUAEDLS vvvevvrerireee b vvvvvsvrerenr & cvvereresseres 3

j.  The school day for
students is StrUCtUrEd vveveeee 1 e 2 e 3 e @ v 3

k. Dewviation by students
from school rules is
not tolerated i L e 2 K S A .|

.  The school environment
1 (7410 = SRR [ SR AT - SO

m. Teachers take the time
o respond to students’
individual needs oeciieee b e 2 i 3 i e 3

n. The school emphasizes

0. Students face competition
VTS 2T -1 SRRRURURURS VOO S URSRRS: SRR SR




48 Please indicate which of the following exists in your schoaol.

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)
YES NO

Visitors required to sign in at the main office .ovcciinens 1 v 2

o W
oy

Hall passes required to visit Bbrary ...,

o

Hall passes required to visit lavalory ...

aop

Hall passes required 1o visit office .. 1

-

Hall passes required to visil counselor ...

Academic counscling for students ..

e

Behavioral problem counseling for students ..o

Fom o=

Wocational counseling for students ..o 1

Student uniform reqUITEd ......oesessrcsrsnrs e s er eraeses

F'!

T S T S D D R R S

Certain forms of student dress forbidden coiiceiieeeee 1

B
F

k. Students prohibited from leaving school
or school grounds during school hours i 1 s 2

49.  Indicate the degree to which each of the following matters is a problem in your school.

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)

Mot a
Serious Moderate Minor ~ Problem

Student tardiness oovcvvveceee 1 cvvvrverees 2 srvreerrens 3 eercesiane 9
Student absenteeism vvvrere 1 rvvevreens A T
Student class cutting .cccoeee. 1 i p . ST

Physical conflicts
among SIUAEALS crvveininrene 1 e @ siesiiens 9 s 3

Robberyor theft oo 1 e 2 e 3 i 4

Vandalism of school
PIOPETTY wovisimsmssnssossnncnsss 1 sssssessssnsss & sosssrasssrens 3 i 4

PP oo op

o

g Student use of
1 1ev) o] R SO 4 e L R ——

h. Student use of illegal
T SRR T SR S 4

i.  Student possession
Of WEAPODS wovvereserisieiens 1 eesesssenens S 3 e 4

j.  Physical abuse of
[Tl 115 ¢S R R . . K S

k. Verbal abuse of .
LEachers coieiiieienee 1 e . R 4



50.  In vour school what happens to a student who is caught doing one of the following? (Expulsion means the
student is asked to permanently withdraw; suspension means the student is asked to leave for a period of time,
but is permitted to come back to the school.)

(CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE)

FIRST OCCURRENCE No Action Minor
or Warning  Discipl.
Issued Action Suspension  Expulsion

2.  CHEANDE ..o iosnmsss strabrsms s besbin sosarsnsirmmiesiansmess. B ssasssssusnane S SO
b.  Physical injury to another student .l 0 O 3
c. Possession of alcohol ..o 0
d. Possession of llegal drugs .o 0 i, ol 2 e 3
g.  Possession of WEAPONS .....ecoevcmvmeiensmimnicscis. B coveriemsiins | 2 e 3
[.  Use at school of alecohol .ovveccieirceeee. 0
g - Use at school of illegal drugs oo S | RS | 2 3
h.  Smoking at school ... 0

.  Verbal abuse of teacher or
staff membBer e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiiemvimnies D i b 2 3

j.  Physical injury to a teacher or staff
member ............ ;

k. Theft of school property .. 0 s 1 2 e 3
. Classroom diSIUrDANCE .vccevivnsienrsnsssnsmmsnsmsremner W evvvssersens 1 2 3

m.  Use of profanity ....cecveesmeceesrcssisnssieiieeis. 0 o 2

k
Lok

REFEATED OCCURRENCES No Action Minor
or Warning  Discipl.
[ssued Action Suspension  Expulsion

a. Cheating ... s 0 s 1 2 e 3

b.  Physical injury to another student ... 0 0 1 2

Led

c.  Possession of alcohol ... 0 S 3
d. Possession of illegal drugs ...oooccovvvvcnviciciers. 0 e U s 2 s 3
¢, Possession of Weapons ... 0 e L i 2 e 3

.  Use at school of alecohol ... ccciiiiinnicneircnnsesneese. 1)

H
i
v
—
H
"
(]
(%

g. Use at school of illegal drugs ... 0

Y
-
Lk Lad

h.  Smoking at school .. 0 e b i 2
.. Verbal abuse of teacher or staff
31 =1 11 SRR TP TP ARRRSTROUR | IV | 2 3

;. Physical injury to a teacher or staff
113 111 7= USSP | SR | E— oo 3

k. Theft of school property ..mcsmmsssies. 0 i 1 2 3
. Classroom disturDance ... 0 rrerreennens | R AT |

m. Use of profanity .....oeeveivereeeecericsieeessisneeieies. B e, | .

14




Please provide the information requested below so we can reach you if any clarification of your responses is
needed.

Name (please print)

{ ) 1__| Home or Best time of AM
Telephone Number | | Office day to call: PM
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A NELS:88 ENHANCEMENT
SURVEY OF MIDDLE GRADES PRACTICES

October 26, 1958

Dear Principal:

Last week, we wrote 1o request your participation in the NELS:88 Enhancement Survey of Middle
Grades Practices that we are conducting at The Johns Hopkans University Center for Research on
Elementary and Middle Schools (CREMS). All schools in the NELS:88 survey are asked to
complete the booklet and return it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.

Schools in different districts and locations have different ideas about how to conduct education in the
middle grades. Your participation is needed to assure a complete picture of the diversity of
educational approaches and practices in schools today. It is important that you respond to each
question as objectively as possible. There are no "right” answers. Select the responses that most
closely reflect the current conditions in your school.

Only with this added information, can we make the best use of the valuable information that you,

your teachers, and students provided in NELS:88 to address questions about the variety of school
practices in the middle grades.

Joining us in requesting your cooperation in this survey is the National Association of Second
School Principals (NASSP) and the National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP).
These orgamzations recognize the need for up-to-date information on middle level education, and
will help disseminate the results to educators across the country,

We want 10 assure you that your responses will remain confidential. They will be grouped with those
of about 10{}) other principals, and no names of people or schools will ever be used. All data are

being collected by NORC, with whom you worked last spring, and only NORC can contact you
directly.

We know that you are very busy and your time is valuable. To show our appreciation, you will
receive a copy of the results of this study later this school year. We hope that you will find the
survey and the reports helpful in your planning.

If the letter sent last week failed to reach you and you need more information before participating,
you may call, collect, at 301-338-7570.

With your assistance, we will begin 1o develop a comprehensive base of information to improve

understanding of education in the middle grades. Again, many thanks for your time and cooperation
in this exchange of information.

Sincerely yours,

oye€ L. Epstein

James M. McPartland
Director, Effective Middle Grades Program

Co-Director, Center for Research on
Elementary and Middle Schools




ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL ORGANIZATION

Q-1 What are the LOWEST and HIGHEST grade levels in your school? (Circle TWO choices below.)
Pe.K K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9 10 11 12
(-2 How many eighth-grade students are currently enrolled in your school?
NUMERBER OF 8TH-GRADE STUDENTS ENROLLED:
Q-3 How many of your teachers provide instruction to eighth-graders?

NUMBER OF FULL- AND PART-TIME TEACHERS OF 8TH-GRADE STUDENTS:

The next few questions ask about staffing, scheduling, and grouping practices in your school. These quesuons are about the
major academic subjects only — ENGLISH or language ars, READING, MATHEMATICS, SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE,
and FOREIGN LANGUAGE. For Quesoons 4-7, do NOT consider other subjects, or gifted or special educauon classes.

Q-4 What is the MAJOR way that your school is organized for eighth-grade student instruction? (Circle one
choice.)
SELF-CONTAINED CLASS - swdents are tanght all of their academic subjects by one teacher ..o 1
DEPARTMENTALIZED -- students are taught each of their academic subjects by a different teacher ......... 2
SEMI-DEPARTMENTALIZED -- swdents are taught their academic subjects by only 2 or 3 different 1eachers 3
Q-5 1nthe academic subjects -- En glishuflanﬁ

The "TYPICAL STUDENT" n ...

uage arts, reading, math, science, social studies, and foreign language --

how many different teachers does the "typical student”™ bave during an average week? (Circle one choice for

each grade that is in your school.)

How Many DIFFERENT Teachers?

Q-6

Do students remaio with the SAME group of classmates throughout the day for all of their academic subjects,
or do they CHANGE classmates for 1 or 2 subjects (such as math and English), or do they CHANGE
classmates for MOST subjects? (Circle one choice for each grade that i3 in your school.)

Do Swdents KEEP or CHANGE Classmates?

a) Grade 6 ...ooooorrvreeeeeee. Keep same classmates Change classmates for 1 or 2 Change classmates for most
b) Grade 7 coooerivvninenn. KgEp same classmates Change classmates for 1 or 2 Change classmates for mos!
c)Grade § ....ooooovoennne, Keep same classmates Change classmates for 1 or 2 Change classmates for most
d) Grade 9 oo Keep same classmates Change classmates for 1 or 2 Change classmates for mos!




Q-7 For which academic subjects are students assigned to homogeneous classes based on similar abilities or
achievement levels? (Circle ALL that appiv in each grade that is in your school.)

Which Are Homogeneous Classes Based on Ability?

a) Grade 6 .......... None  ALL Reading  English Math  Science Soc. Stud. For. Lang.
b) Grade 7 .......... Nonz ALL  Reading English Math  Science Soc. Stud.  For. Lang.
c)Grade § ......... Neme ALL Reading  English Math  Science Soc. Stud.  For. Lang.
d) Grade 9 .......... Nome  ALL Reading  English Math  Science Soc, Stud.  For. Lang.

GUIDANCE AND ADVISORY PERIODS

()-8 How often do the following activities occur during a HOMEROOM or GROUP ADVISORY period in

vour
school? Please circle one choice on each line that comes closest to your program.

If you DO NOT have these periods, CHECK here _____ and continue with question Q-10
How Often In Homeroom or Advisory Period?

a) Take anendance for school records ..., Daily  Weekly Monthly A few peryear  Newver
b) Distribute notices 1o bring home .........c...... . Daily ~ Weekly Monthly A few peryear  Never
C) Make ANNOUNCEMENLS .o sisssressasssssmssnsssnsssm recssmssassssssass Daily Weekly Monthly A foaw peryear  Never
d) Meet with individual students about problems ..........  Daily ~ Weekly Monthly A few peryear  Never

¢) Give career information and requirements ..o Daily ~ Weekly Monthly
f) Discuss academic problems or issues

A few per year Never
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Daily Weekly Monthly A few per year Never

g) Discuss smdy skills or test-taking smatwegies ...............  Dailly  Wesdy Monthly A fewperyear  Never
h) Discuss personal or family problems ....occoooviennnnnes Daily ~ Weekly Monthly A few peryear  Never
i) Discuss social relationships, peers, and friends ... Daily ~ Weekly Monthly A fewperyear  Never
J) Discuss health issues, e.g. drug use

prevention, family planning, ete. ...ovvcvccivcccircaneene. Daily Weeldy  Monthly A few peryear  Never

k) Discuss moral or ethical issues and values ...oveeveeenn. Duﬂ],r Weskly h-!mtthifz.; A few per year Never

1) Discuss race relations and multi-cultural issues ..........  Daily  Weskly Monthly A few peryear  Never

m) Develop student lt:ad::rsmp in school or class

gOovemment, COmmillees, elc. SOROOTUORUY .- 1T Weekly  Monthly A few per year Never
n) Use time for students to wrie about themselves

OF 10 WTILE iN A JOWMAL oo DARY  Weekly  Monthly A few pervear  Never
0) Other (please deseribe) .o Diaily Weekly  Monthly A few peryear  Never

Q-9 If your school has one or more periods set aside for some of the activities listed in Q-8, please WRITE IN what
these periods are called and how they are scheduled. (If "homercom" occurs as part of a regular
"subject-matter™ class, DO NOT count the minutes spent in subject-matter instruction.)

PERIOD{(S) CALLED: Penods Per Week? Minutes Per Period? Number of Swdents?
penods per week minutes per penod students per class
penods per week minutes per penod students per class

Q-10  About how many different students are assigned to each guidance counselor? Piease estimate the guidance
counselor-student ranao.

If you have NO guidance counsalors, CHECK here: and contunue with question Q-12
NUMEER OF STUDENTS PER COUNSELOR:




Q-11 How do guidance counselors io the middle grades in your school divide their time? Pleace ernumare 1ae percen:

of tme g fuldance COURIEIOr Spends on the following aonvines, The esnmated % shouid add 1o 0%

i ']'tgun___: -- admimistering achievement, COMPELENCY . CAMRET INLETEELE, O oher 12518

........................... _ Sorhme
b Schedubing -- sewng up class schedules. 1est schedules, changing individual schedules .................... %o of ttme
c) Group meenngs — discussing academics, drugs, carcers, or other topics with groups of swdenis...... — % aftme
d) Individual counseling of students with problems ... csereensennes - — %oftume
¢} Individual, rounine meedngs with cach swdent at regular inervals ... — % of time

f) Parent conferences .............. % of ime

g} Record-keeping and other clencal o adminiSIaLIVE ACHVITES ... e ceemees e ceece st % of ke

4

h) Teacher icam meeUngs -- parucipating as a member of an interdisciplinary wam of w=achers ..o % of time

]} I:::ILhc_I' {dﬁsmtﬂ:} T T o e e e T T o o o e o o e e m I T N1 2 I m [ t::l: Dir “:mf

 TOTAL = 100 %

—_ —

Q-12  How well do your PRESENT practices match your IDEAL program for guidance, advice, and counseling of

students in the middle grades? (Circle one choice )

EXCELLENT -- present practoces At students’ needs exactly ...
GOOD - basic pracuces are in place, minor changes needed ...
FAIR  -- need w improve of add several praclices ...uovreresnmvensniie
WEAK -- necd 10 design new prachces, major changes needed .. ...

=

Fo fad B

FEEWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, AND EVALUATIONS

_Q-13  Schools reward students for different skills. How many eighth-grade students receive school-wide recognition

or awards for their achievements in the following areas?

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION... How many 8TH GRADE STUDENTS?

a) For academic skills, writing, £sts, honors ... Wone I orl Afew  Several Many  Most
b} For ari, music, mechanical, or other skills ..............  Nome 1or2 A few  Several Many  Most
¢) FOr QUENAANCE ...vveveiiianiiissimrsms e cseeneenss AMOTE ] ar 2 A few  Several Many  Most
d) For cinzenship, SEOVICE oo rmmmiininsiss s vens o None lorl Afew Several Many  Most
e} OMRET (AESETIBET oo ee e em et seemece s s Wome 1orl Afew Several Many  Mos!

(-14  What kinds of infermation are given on student report cards? (Carcie all that appiy.)

2

ACHIEVEMENT grade in cach subsect (e.g., AB.CD, or 8085900 o

1
CONDUCT grade i each subject (separate from achievement grade) ... e 2
PROGRESS grade in each subject for improvement in performance {separaie from achievement grade) .. 3
EFFORT grade in each subject 1separale from achievement FTA0E) ... nmen s e e, 4
HAND-WRITTEN COMMENTS by wacher on individual strengths and weaknesses in each subject ... 3
Teacher-selected COMPUTER-QENERATED comments on strengths and weaknesses in each subject ... b
AT TEND AN 1N BAER SUBIE Il et crtieriis s iose s s ar s enes 1 s rne e £mms s enrmas s os memss samn sammassom s mms am rmm e T
GRADE POINT AVERAGE (0PAF0r C1ass TANK oo et s e s B
I o7 R (S S S]] e o e 0 e e CD 0 P o0 e e Lt R A Ant e et et st e an e o

In 8th-grade English or math classes where the material is least difficult te.g., in the lowest track or group)
how many students typically receive high report card grades (A's or B's)? Cercle the chotce that best descrines

what happens tn vour Schooi.
MO STUDENTS 10 these classes receave high grades (A's or B's)
VERY FEW STUDENTS moceive NIER BTROES oottt certeeet oot e eemee oo oo emeeees et eea et sees s e ee e e et e se b

SEVERAL STUDENTS recgive high grades, but fewer than in more difficuluclasses oo,
AS MANY STUDENTS in these classes receive high grades as in more difficult classes ...

We have NO CLASSES in Bth-grade English or math where the marenal 15 less difficult than i other elasses

Ly In Bak P mem



(Q-16 Think of students who are academically in the LOWEST THIRD of the eighth grade. Compared to students
in the MIDDLE THIRD of the class, how often do the following activities occur for the lower group?

Circle one choice on each line, or circle " Do Mot Have" il you do NOT have the activity for any students.

How Often in LOW Third Compared 1o Middle

a) Have schoolwork displayed on bulletin boards

................ Never Muchless  Less About Do Mot
often often the same Have

b) Are recognized for achievements in school assemblies ........  Never  Much less  Less About Do Mot
often often the same Have

¢) Serve as student representatives or [2aders . Never Muchlss  Less About Do Not
often often the same Have

d) Participate in clubs and actvities .......cccooovicececcissseee. INever Much less Less About Do Not
often often the same Hawve

¢) Play on athletic teams that compete with other schools ........ Never  Much lss  Less About Do Not
often often the same Have

f) Make school announcements on the loudspeaker ........oo.....  Newver  Much lesss Less About Do Not
. ! often often the same Have

g) Do commumily SETvICe ACUVILES .ovevcevvvescesssiss s cnemsmememsassnass Never  Muchless  Less About Do Not
often often the same Hauve

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES

- Q-17  Estimate the proportion of your school's students who have these courses or experiences any time during the

a) A full year of ALGEBRA ....ooooeoeeeeeeeceeeeseeeemese e seessmem s e .

11111111

in English or language ans ..................

Emmaa rme rEasTrEEn L

b) A course in READING separate from and in addition to a course

¢) TWO full years of SCIENCE instruction ...

d) l]: vﬁ:l"ﬂym of a FOREIGN LANGUAGE (equivalent of high school

HrkEdrenn e

¢) Shor, exploratory, or MINI-COURSES in a vaniery of skills,

Tth or 8th grades. (Circle the choice that comes the closest to your estimate.)

Stdents Taking These in 7th or Bth Grades

None 10%
Nore  10%-
None 10%
Nome 10%
None 10%

25%

25%
5%

25%

25%

50% 5%+
50 5%+
50% T5%+
50% 75%+
50% 73%+

(J-18  Schools set many important goalks for their eighth-grade students. If you had to choose among the seven goals
listed below, how would you rank their importance in your school program for ALL eighth-graders. Enter a

"1" for the most important goal for ALL eighth-graders, "2" for the next most important goal, and so on.

HOW IMPORTANT FOR ALL EIGHTH-GRADERS?

RANK 1107

a) Basic skills (reading, math, writng, speaking, and subject MAET MASTETY) .oveeeveecenreresssssrsemsssssenessns

b) Higher level skills (reasoning, problem solving, critical and creative thinking) ..............

¢) Citizenship (including service to the school and community) ......... -

BEEEE R

d) Work habits (salf discipline, autonomy, Self-direCOOn) ..o veeris s sresseresssssssasns

¢) Personal growth and development (self esteem, self-knowledge) ..o icceeniessisscsscsssssssssanes

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

f) Human relations (getting along with others, good race relations, multi-culiural SUCALON) .o.cceeurermsrerenee,

g} Awtudes and commitment (positive atwtudes about school, class participaton, school aCUVIEs) ...




()-19  Schools vary in the ways they teach major ascademic subjects in the middle grades. For each of four major
subjects, we have listed practices that some schools follow. Flease think of a TYPICAL teacher of each
subject -- not the best or weakest teacher -- in your schoal. Please ESTIMATE how often the typical teacher
would use these approaches with AVERAGE or MIXED-ABILITY eighth-grade classes at your s¢h oo,

Typical ENGLISH Teachers in this school... How Ofien in an "Average” English Class?
a) Have students write compositions of reporns at least Every  Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
ONE PAEE IONG +oreceeecrirtmssssssssnersrrrsrems s s s csssssens QY week  weeks Never
b} Drill and pracuce on language basics (vocabulary, Every  Every Most Monthiy ~ Rarely or
PUNCIIATON, ETAMIMAT) (e s s sneas day week  weeks Never
¢) Teach content and ideas in works of Weratre ..wveerieeeee. Every  Every Most Monthly  Rarely o
day week  weeks Never
d) Have swdents edit, rewrite, and resubmit their Every  Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
compositions afier peer or leacher MEvVIEw .o d0Y week  weeks Never
¢) Have students make oral Presenlations .o E0ETY  Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
day week  weeks Never
Typical MATH Teachers in this school... How Ofien in an "Average” Math Class?
a) Organize peer-tuloring Of Cross-Erade WIOMANE ... remisneesses Every  Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
dery week  weeks Never
b) Drill and practice in math COMPULALON ._..cccommmmmimenen LUETY Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
day week  weeks MNever
¢) Emphasize creative problem solving, logic, and Every Every Most Maonthly  Rarely or
multiple ways of solving problems e GAY week  weeks Never
d) Emphasize math applicauons in real-world SHUALIONS ..ccevsnss  EVETY Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
: day week  weeks MNeper
Typical SCIENCE Teachers in this school... How Often in an "Average” Science Class”
a) Have students conduct hands-on laboratory research ............  Every  Every  Most Monthly  Rarely or
day week  weeks Never
b} Teach, drill, and practice basic science facts ... S Every  Every Most Monthly  Rarely or
day week  weeks Neuver
¢} Emphasize scientific methods of discovery o, Every Every  Mosl Monthly  Rarely or
day week  weeks Never
d) Use computer or video 1o provide scienufic Every Every Most Monthly  Rarelv o
nStrucion and EXPIANAUONS ..o e sssasmssensas s emsens day week  weeks Never
Typical SOCIAL STUDIES Teachers in this school... How Ofien in an "Average” Social Studies Class?
a) Have students wrile at least one page of ideas on a Every FEvery Most Monthly  Rarely or
LOPIC &5 & COMPOSTHON vrervmeecee oo rcrseenssenssssmsrssssasrerenssee QAW week  weeks Never
b} Have students work on joint of group Projects . Every  Every Most Montkly  Rarely or
day week  weeks Never
¢) Drill and practice in important names, dates, and Every  Every Mos! Monthly ~ Rarely or
F2LS OF BISLOTY oeoiciieimsee v e ceies s sms s ssnsrsmenenes Y week  Weeks Mever
d) Discuss controversial issues, values, and decisions in Every  Everv Mosf Monthly  Rarely or
hiSLOry ANd CUTTENL BVETIS ovvomoreeseremerrommaercemscessssssssnsmnssnsssnrsenss GAY week  weeks Never
e} Have students BE histonans (€.g.. write histories, Every Every Most Manthly  Rarelv or
collect oral histonies, conduct interviews, study day week  weeks Neer

archives, BIL.) ..vvecccecinaniarnnnens



Q-20  All schools have some students who fall behind or learn more slowly than other students, Does your school
offer any of the following remedial activities for these students? Circle YES or NO on each line. If YES, please

provide a rough estimate of the number of eighth-graders who regularly panticipate in these programs in a typical
school year.

Have This  About How Many
Program?  Partcipate Regularly?

a) Pull-out program in reading or English ..........cccooviviinveeresessrsrsssssneeneees YE8 No eighth-graders
b) Pull-out program in Math ... emmsmsssssssssssnee Y85 NO eighth-graders
¢} Adult tutors work one-on-one with students in reading or English .................. Yes No ______eighth-graders
d) Adult tutors work one-on-one with swdents in Math .......c.ccccmvnevmssvmneeenee. Y8 NO ___cighth-graders
e) Peer-mtoning in any SUBJECL ........coevceerecvemessimsss s seesseesssessssssnssrssnneenes Y25 NO eighth-graders
f) Extra subject period instead of elective or exploratory CoUrse .o meeeeven...... Yes No —_eighth-graders
g) After-school or before-school classes or coaching classes ..cvvvcevvrsieen. Y5 No ____eighth-graders
h} Extra work or homework from classroom (28cher .o, Yes No eighth-graders
1) SAUrAAY ClASSES woooreoesiceeicioe e sessssnss s senssssssnsne Y€ NO eighth-graders
1) SumMmMET SCRO0L ..o e st mssstsees e sesressssssssssesssseene. YeE5 No eighth-graders
k) Menloring Program ... e eesssensssssssseseeene Ye8  No eighth-graders
1) Oher{descriDE) ...vvrwccrisrrrissiessssmmnssesssnssressesssssssisrmssnessessensessssssessemesmnens Y88 NO eighth-graders

TRANSITIONS AND ARTICULATION

Q-21  How do you organize the transition from the MIDDLE grades to HIGH school? (Circle all that apply to your

present practices.)

No transition -- high school grades continue in K-12, 7-12, or other program. ... e 1
No special activities until students arrive at high school in the fall, 2
High school students present information at the middle grades SEROOL. .........ooo.eevveeememeeeessnsemsssssssesses 3
Middle grades students visit the high school for RSSEMBIY. .eveveveeereeeeees e ssesisssssessesseoms s semsens 4
Middle grades students attend regular classes at high Schoal. oo seees s, 5
Buddy or big brother/big sister programs that pairs new student with older one at entry ....cceovcveevene. 6
Parents visit high school while children are still in middle grades. .......oemeeeeseeermreensssossesssesnn 7
Parents visit high school for orientation in the fall after children have Sntered, oo e 8
Summer meetings at the high SCROOL. w...oc.iciiiiiiiiriis e eeesee e e sssessssesesreesssees sess s oo 9
High school counselors meet with swdents while they are still in the middle grades. ............cccoooenen 10
Middle grades and high school teachers meet together on courses and reqUIrEMENES. ovvveccevvrececceneee, 11
Middle grades and high school administrators meet together on articulation and programs. .............. 12
Middle grades counselors meet with high school counselors or SEALE. ..o eesesinns 13

Q-22  How well do your present practices match your IDEAL program for your students' smooth transition from
the middle grades into high school. (Circle one choire.)

EXCELLENT -- practices fit students’ needs exacty ..........c.vovemrereerneens
GOOD  -- basic practices are in place, minor changes needed ..............
FAIR  -- need to improve or add several practices ....oooerveveecveennn,
WEAK -- need to design new practices and major changes ..................

oL bl e




MIDDLE GRADES FPROGRAMS AND PRACTICES.

—_ e =

Q-23  Practices and programs in the middle grades differ in every school. Some practices are tried and dropped.

Others are maintained. Still others may be useful in the future. Some practices may never fit the program
vou plan for your school.

For each practice below, please circle YES or NO to tell if the practice WAS PART of your middle grades
program any time in the PAST three years, 1S PART of your program NOW, AND whether it WILL BE
ADDED or KEFT in the next few vears. Please circle 3 CHOICES on each line.

Circle YES or NO in EACH Column

USED in USE this Will KEEP

PAST 3 yrs? NOW? or ADD?

a) Writen standards for promotion from grade w grade ... yes no yEs no yes no
b) Minimum competency tests for promotion 1o high school ..o Y& no yes Mo yes no
¢) Common academic curriculum for all eighth-grade stdents ..o, YEs 1o yes no yes no
d) Independent projects for all eighth-grade swdents in English or

SOCIAL SIS et verceeccecinscrr s et sns s mrss e b amssas b Yes mo yes ro yes no
¢} Independent projects for all eighth-grade swdents in math or science ... yes no yes no yes o
f) Depanments organized with their own chairpersons or heads ... yes no ves no yes no

£) Interdisciplinary teams of teachers who share the same students ... ves no Ves no y&s no
h) Flexible time schedules such thattoday's class periods may be
different in length from wmorrow's ...........

CLETRTT TR

VES no yes no Ve no

1) Common planning period for members of depariments ..o yes mno yes no yes no

1) School or disrrict policy concerning the amount or frequency of homework... Ve ho yes no yes o

k) Students assigned to the same homeroom or advisory weacher for all

years in the middle grades ......coocevvvvicecieennn yes no yes mo yes no
1) Classes organized for cooperanve learning where students eam group

rewards for mastery of academic skills ..., ves no Ves no ves no
m} Students from more than one grade level assigned wgether to the same

ACA0eMIC CLASSES Lo e yes no yes mno yes no
n} The same student can be in a high-ability class for one academic

subject and a low-ability class for another ..o, Yyes no yes no ves no
o) Exploratory or mini-courses for all eighth-grade students ..o, Ve no yes no YEE no
PY AR G PENOd daY oo yes  no yes no ves no
q) Extra-cumicular activities or activity periods for all students ..o ves 1o yes 1o yes mo
r) Minimum academic requirements for student participation in

extra-cwrmicular acuvities (e.g., SPOTS, Band, €100 oo VES NO yes mo yes mno
s} Schools-within-a-school with their own adminisirative staffs .............. Vs no Ves no ves no
t} Systematic methods for early idenuficauon of students at risk of

dropping out of school ..o ves 1o yes no yEs no
u} Staff development in a coherent program of actviues on carly

adolescent development and teaching strategies for middle grades ... Ve no yes no Wes no

rm




Q-24  How well do your present practices match your IDEAL of a successful program for students in the middle
grades? (Circle one choice.)

EXCELLENT -- present practices fit students' needs exactly — exemplary program ...........
GOOD -- basic practices are in place, minor changes needed -- solid program ......coe.......
FAIR -- need 1o improve or add some practices - developing Program ..o eemeureenenns
WEAK -- need 10 design new practices and major revisions — changing program ...

e L Rl e

Q-25  Some school practices are influenced by policies or official guidelines of the State Department of Education.
Which of your school's practices have been STRONGLY INFLUENCED by vour state's policies and
recommendations? (Circle all that have been strongly influenced by the siate)

PIOMOUON <cotieiiiinnecoivemssemsernnaescss s srimssmsars s s ems st s remsessnses 2
Curriculum requiréments .o......cooeeeencs 3
Instructonal MELhOs ... sese s s seearenes 4
Personnel qualifications/Cemtification ... eessseesseensrenns 5
Middle grades philosophy of POHCY o eesssense e 6
Tracking and EIOUPINE ...ccovvvvuneieesimiimsenmssossnssssssmssssmssemsesmsssssensss 7
Dropout prevention PrOETAMS ... v e s sersssssesssmsssssssses 8
Remedial instruction .............coeeuee... 9
Staff developmENTt PrOZTAMS . ...c...vovviviveees e smsssesssssassssesenes 10
Others (descriDe) .o s e sesrses 11
INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS

(-26  Not much is known about whether and how parents of middle grades students are involved in their children's
schools and education. Please estimate the percent of parents of your middle grades students who are
involved in the following ways each year. (Please circle one % on each line as a rough estimaie for your school.)

% OF MIDDLE GRADES PARENTS WHO...

a) Volunteer ime frequently to help in classrooms or other
SCHOON BIAS .....eeeeveesessrsssenssenssis e eessemss s ssrmsenssemssemsssess enseee 1% 5% 10% 20% 35% 50% 75%+

b) Regularly aitend workshops about school programs, early
adolescence, other topics about middle grades .......ccomvmiviirnies 0% 5% 10% 20%  35% 50% 75%<

¢) Receive information frequently from academic subject

teachers on how o help their child at home on specific 0% 5% 10% 20% 35% 50% 75%+
SKIIS OF ROMEWOTK ..ot n e e s reasn s s s e aeanes

d} Regularly monitor homework and assist child with homework

and needed SKIllS ..o e eeeeeee % 5% 10% 20% 35% 50% 75%+
e) Join the FTA, FTO, or other parent organizauon .........o.eeeeeee. . 0% 5% 0% 20% 35% 50% 75%+

f) Actively and regularly participate at PTA/PTO meetings or

EVENLS oveeerinens 0% 5% 100% 20% 35% 50% 75%+

g) Auend parent-teacher conferences each year with all of the
academic subject teachers who teach their child cvveeicvsvesreeeee. 0% 5% 0% 20% 35% 50% 75%+

h) Set up home conditions that support and encourage leaming
in the middle grades .......coccvcicci . 0% 5% 10% 20%  35% 50%  75%+
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TEAMS OF TEACHERS

—— e

—

(3-27  Does vour school wse DEPARTMENT (SINGLE SUBJECT) Team Teaching? Teachers in the SAME
DEPARTMENT plan and teach together creating small group and large group activities by combining classes
Or regrouping students.
Circle all grades io which you use DEFARTMENT teams:
b I B 9 DO NOT USE
()-28  Does vour school use INTERDISCIPLINARY Team Teaching? Two or more teachers of DIFFERENT
SUBJECTS share the same group of students and/or coordinate their instructional programs across subjects.
Circle all grades in which you use INTERDISCIPLINARY teams:
& 7 8 9 DO NOT USE
IF YOU USE "lnterdisciplinary Team Teaching” in Grade &, please contnue. IF NOT, CHECK here and
skip o (-33
()-25  How many teachers are on a typical interdisciplinary team to teach eighth graders at your school?
Circle the NUMBER OF TEACHERS on a typical team:
2 3 4 5 [ T or more
(0-30  What subjects are taught by teachers on a typical eighth-grade interdisciplinary team? Please circle ALL
subrects taughi by the leachers on a team.,
Subjects taught by . .
teachers on team ...... Eng Math Sochtd Read's 5¢i Forlang HmEc IndArt Advisty Other
0-31  How much COMMON planning time is OFFICIALLY SCHEDULED EACH WEEK for all members of an
eighth-grade interdisciplinary team? (Circle one.)
Mo pfficial common planning Gme ... v 1
Less than 30 manutes per wesk i e s 2
Between one-half and 1 hour per we2k s e seseens 3
Berwesn | and 2 howrs per week a
Betwesn 2 and 3 hours per week .o 5
More than 3 hours per week o e &
Q-32

2) Individual Teacher Preparabion. Teachers work on ther

in & rypical planoing period for an interdisciplinary team, about how much time is spent on the following
activities? Circle one choice for each activity that comes closest to vour estimate of the work your teachers do
during team planning meetings. [f NO weam planning occurs, CHECK here and skap o quesitor (-13

How Much Time Per Planning Pencd”

home  Little Less About  More
QW LESSONS, 1ESLS, BTAAES. ©oitiesititiessirmrms e et ameb e et than half half than half
b) Coordinate Content. Teachers decide common themes and None  Little Less About  More

related omes (07 INSMUCHON. ..o i e e

¢} Revise Schedules. Teachers arrange or alier schedules
for classes thal necd more OmMe. . T

d) Regroup Students. Teachers arrange small or large

than half half  than half

Nones  Little Less About  More
than haif half than half

None  LitHle Less About More
groups of students 1o match lessons to abilibes. than half healf than half

¢} Duagnose Individual Swdents. Teachers discuss None  Lithre Less About  More
problems of specilic students and arrange appropnate help.. ... tran half fudlt than half

fy Plan Special Events, Teachers amrange assembles, MNore  Liltle Lescs Abou!  More
s, Or Olher Eam aclvales, SO OOEOneEnn tharn half nal! rnan naif
g) Conduct Confersnces With Parents. Teachers meet as & None  Litlle Less Avgul  More
(eam with parenis 1o solve problems. provide assislance. ... : than nalf half than kal!

N OUIET TEESTIIDC | ot eteesveeessaes erssmeseersceseesmemnt s smn b e e eermeeemene MNong  Little Less Abour  More
trar Half Al f than half



ABOUT YOUR STUDENTS, STAFF, AND YOURSELF

The final questions ask for information about vour swdents, staff, and yourself that will permit the informagon vo i
to be grouped with schools that are similar W your own. : pe ¥ou provi

Q-33  Approximately what percentage of the students currently enrolled in vour school are from families in the

following categories? WRITE IN the % for each category, [f NONE, write 0%. Column should sum 10 100% -

% of Students’

Famibies
a) Professional and managenial personnel .........coiceiscic i, .
b) Sales, clerical, technical, or skilled WOMKErS .ococeeeerensinscees e %
¢} Factory or other blue collar workers ........oviciiinniinninenn, %
d) Farm workers ... - %

) On welfare or unemployed .....ccoveeeee.

i
G

“TTOTAL = 100 %

Q-3 H;w w;ruld you rate the average academic ability of the students when they ENTER this school? (Circle ane
CRAOICE.
Considerably above the national nom ......cceeveenecevennn 1
Somewhal above Lhe nanonal NoTm .. 3
Al the nAUonal NOTTN e eeee e s 3
Somewhat below the national oM .. 4
Considerably below the nanonal NOMM ..o s 5
Q-35

At the end of last school year (after summer school), about how many students were promoted to the next

grade and how many were retained 1o repeat the same grade this year? (Give approxmate numbers for grades
present in yowr school.)

For 1988 School Year AFTER Summer School...

NUMBER OF STUDENTS...
) From Grade 6 .. st s s promoted retained
b) From Grade 7 ......ccovev e e e promoted ____ retained
CIFrOm Grade B ... e et sttt s promoted retained
d) From Grade 9 ......cocooiieeee. promoted __ retained
Q-36  What are the major reasons most eighth-grade students are retained to repeat a grade in your school? (Circle
all that apply as major reasons thar eighth-graders are rerained.)
By policy, we do not retain eighth-grade stedents ..o i
Failing one academic course ., R 2
Failing two or three academic COUMSES s v ossessns 3
Failing more than three academic COUrSes .ieneenrnnnne. 4
Excessive absence or LAtEmess .o it i et ees e 5
Consisienuy refusing 1o complete assigned schoolwork ... +]
Failing achievement or proficiency 8565 .oecesrrnnne 7
(Q-37

Based on your experience, past records, or best guesses, please estimate the percent of your present 8th Grade
BOYS and GIRLS who will PROBABLY NOT graduate from high school.

% Unlikely

Te Finish School
a) FERCENT of present 8th grade BOYS who will probably NOT graduats from high school ........ %
b) PERCENT of present 8th grade GIRLS who will probably NOT graduate from high sehool ...... %

10




Q-38  The training and certification of eighth-grade teachers varies widely. Some may have SECOND
ELEMENTARY certilication or licenses; others may have MIDDLE GRADES certification or enam’tﬂuﬂr_
Hnw many of vour eighth-grade teachers (including provisional or emergency certified teachers) are certified
in these difTerent ways? (Please give your best esnmates of these numbers. The number of wachers should match
the wowal i question 3.)
How Many Teachers of Eighth Grade Studenis? Number
a) Teachers with ELEMENTARY certification ONLY ..o ceeeeserssse e somsseessse e

b) Teachers with SECONDARY certification ONLY ...ooooenennn.

ek Ll s LI T TR R T TP PPN PR T

¢) Teachers with specific MIDDLE GRADES certification ONLY .o oo e
d) Teachers with both ELEMENTARY and specific MIDDLE GRADES certdfication or endorsement ..

e) Teachers with both SECONDARY and specific MIDDLE GRADES certificauon or endorsement ...

E) Other (descTiBE) ..voveeseierssnssssaserersmsssssessssssssssnssssosss .

MBI TR EE R b e T B E

Q-39 Including the 1988-89 school year, how many years have you been principal of this school?
YEARS (INCLUDING THIS ONE) AS PRINCIPAL OF THIS SCHOOL:

Q-40  What other experiences in education have you had in the past? (Circle alf thar apply for you.)

Frincipal of another elementary school ... ccmmmmsmssees
Principal of another middlefjunior high school .......oocoovveceeeeeene.
Principal of another high SChool . e e samese e
Assistant principal or other school administrator ........ TR
High school grades teacher ............
Middle grades 1Eacher ... reemenccseneas vt s e
Elementary grades (acher ......oocovveecieecsssesceec e ssns e csenns
Guidance counselor at any school IEVE] ..o sssssenes
Coach/athletic director ..o vesssmmsssincsissnns

FUEEEEE A8 JAA N EEEEE
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Flease use the space below for any other comments or ideas that you would like to add.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND YOUR HELP!

Please return vour completed survey in the postage-paid ' i
| _ _ 1 re-paid envelope provided. Or mail vo -
NELS:88 Enhan:mtntSurwgr, NORC, 1155 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL 60637, b
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