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ABOUT BCIU

"...I am most anxious that broader understanding of America be   
encouraged by private American groups carrying on their 
own people-to-people activities. In my opinion, the                                
importance of the Business Council's work is great..." 

- Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1957 

Launched in 1955 as a White House initiative under President Eisenhower, the
Business Council for International Understanding (BCIU) is a non-partisan, results-
focused facilitator of dialogue and action between the world’s business and political
leaders.

BCIU’s 140 members represent world-leading companies. Senior level business
executives are brought together with heads of state and government, cabinet
ministers, and senior level government officials.
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BCIU CORE EXPERTISE SNAPSHOT

Group Roundtables 
Limited to about 20 to 30 senior executives, our roundtable discussions are informal, off-
the-record meetings with one or several government officials. About 150 group
roundtables are organized every year

Conferences  & Receptions
Conferences and receptions managed by BCIU offer opportunities for member
companies and governments to jointly address issues of common concern. The initiative
to organize a conference is taken by BCIU members, U.S. government officials, or
foreign government officials. BCIU organizes multi-city tours, both in the U.S. and
abroad, for delegations from the private and public sectors. The missions are usually
thematic and focus on achieving specific objectives and providing maximum exposure to
local businesses and government constituents.

Trade Missions 
BCIU organizes multi-city tours, both in the U.S. and abroad, for delegations from the
private and public sectors. The missions are usually thematic and focus on achieving
specific objectives and providing maximum exposure to local businesses and government
constituents.

Services included range from arranging the agenda to preparing briefing materials as well
as devising marketing campaigns to managing public relations.



Strategic Networks

Non-Governmental Strategic Partnerships
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Botswana Outlook Conference (New York, July 2008)

West Africa ICT Road Map to Opportunities Conference
Sponsored by USTDA (Accra, Ghana, July 2008)

Mozambique Compact Trade and Investment Seminar and 
Reception organized by BCIU and the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (Washington, D.C., July 2007)

Nigeria Investment Promotion Program (New York and
Washington, D.C., November 2005)

South Africa Branding, Trade and Investment Mission to the 
United States (New York, Chicago, Atlanta, June 2004)

BCIU AFRICA REGION ACTIVITIES



Botswana Outlook Conference 
New York, July 2008

The Business Council for International
Understanding (BCIU) coordinated a two day
Botswana Investment Forecast Conference in New
York from July 17, 2008 to July 18, 2008. The
delegation was headed by Mr. Gobopang Duke
Lefhoko, Assistant Minister of Trade and Industry of
the Republic of Botswana and included high-ranking
government officials and top business executives from
Botswana. The delegation meet with companies and
associations interested in investing decisions in
Africa.

The conference included:

•A breakfast discussion highlighting the advantages
and opportunities of investing in Botswana

•Small group meetings on Tourism, Energy,
Philanthropy, Global Health and ICT

•One-on-one meetings were organized for the
delegation with U.S. companies



West Africa ICT Road Map to 
Opportunities Conference

Accra, Ghana, July 2008

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency, the U.S.
Department of State and the Government of Ghana
sponsored the West Africa Road Map to Opportunities
Conference from July 8 to 10, 2008 in Accra, Ghana.
BCIU won the contract to organize and host the
conference.

The goal of the conference was to promote a dialogue
on the development of the ICT sector necessary to
support West Africa’s economic development. The
conference agenda addressed key policy issues and
highlighted efforts to expand telecommunications
infrastructure; improve delivery of government services;
and support the growth of e-commerce. In particular,
the event is focused on regional market creation and
cross-border cooperation on wireless technologies and
included an examination of ICT in the areas of e-
Commerce and e-Government in West Africa.



Nigeria Investment Promotion Program
New York &Washington, D.C., November 2005

President Olusegun Obasanjo commissioned the Nigeria
Investment Promotion Commission to organize a mission to
Washington D.C. and New York (November 7-10) to promote
business and investment ventures in Nigeria. Led by Federal
Finance Minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the government officials
and business executives on this mission (partially listed below)
will meet with their U.S. government counterparts, U.S.
companies, the New York Stock Exchange, media institutions
and multi-lateral agencies to discuss Nigeria’s progress as an
emerging democracy that is striving for investor-friendly
policies, an appropriate regulatory structure, and an
increasingly transparent business environment.

The Business Council for International Understanding (BCIU)
supported the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission as
consultants for this Mission. BCIU garnered support and
cooperation from a number of firms and institutions to support
the mission, including The Boeing Company, Exxon Mobil
Corporation, Shell Oil Company, J.P. Morgan Chase and
Company, C.S. First Boston, GoodWorks International LLC,
Mayer Brown Rowe & Maw LLP, the New York Stock
Exchange, Forbes Inc., Zephyr Management, the Lugano
Group, Coltrin & Associates, Miracle Corners of the World,
and the Council on Foreign Relations.



Mozambique Compact Trade and 
Investment Seminar and Reception 

Washington, D.C., July 2007
The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) and the
Business Council for International Understanding (BCIU)
presented a forum on Mozambique trade, procurement, and
investment opportunities. Procurement opportunities discussed
included equipment, civil works and services such as
management, auditing and environmental assessment.

The seminar focused on the Millennium Challenge
Corporation Compact with Mozambique, which was signed on
July 13, 2007, and featured His Excellency Armando Emilio
Guebuza, President of Mozambique and Ambassador John J.
Danilovich, Chief Executive Officer of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation. The objective of the $507 million
Compact program is to reduce poverty in Northern
Mozambique. The Compact will target urban water and
sanitation, dam rehabilitation, and road construction.
Procurement opportunities will include equipment, civil works,
and services, such as project management, auditing, and
environmental assessment.

This event was sponsored by Anadarko Petroleum, Raytheon,
and Stewart Title.



South Africa Branding, Trade and 
Investment Mission to the United States 

New York, Chicago, Atlanta, June 2004
BCIU worked in conjunction with the U.S.
Commercial Service in Johannesburg, the government
of the Republic of South Africa and The International
Marketing Council of South Africa (IMC) to organize
the “South Africa Alive with Possibility” Branding,
Trade & Investment Mission to the United States.

The delegation of 50 individuals travelled to New
York, Chicago and Atlanta to highlight South Africa’s
economic and business success and encourage trade
and U.S. investment. The delegation not only
included top business leaders but also representatives
from emerging companies owned and led by
historically disenfranchised South Africans, including
women and South African Blacks. Highlights of the
visit included a lunch with Congressman Charles
Rangel and a conference at the NY Stock Exchange on
Monday. BCIU also convened a workshop in Atlanta
on how U.S. and South Africa business can anticipate
the benefits and plan for the implementation of the
U.S.-Southern African Customs Union.



*His Excellency John Kufuor, President of Ghana 
*His Excellency Yoweri Museveni, President of Uganda
*His Excellency Armando Emilio Guebuza, President of 
Mozambique
*His Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of 
Namibia
*His Excellency Festus Mogae, President of Botswana
*His Excellency Blaise Compaoré, President of 
Burkina Faso
*His Excellency Thomas Yayi Boni, President of Benin

*The Honorable Eric M. Bost, Ambassador of the United 
States to South Africa
*The Honorable Donald G. Teitelbaum, Ambassador of the 
United States to the Republic of Ghana
*The Honorable John Campbell, Ambassador of the United 
States to Nigeria
*The Honorable Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Ambassador of 
the United States to Liberia
*The Honorable Stephen James Nolan, Ambassador of the 
Unites States to Botswana
*The Honorable Dan Mozena Ambassador of the United 
States to Angola

BCIU Africa Programs
Through custom-tailored events, briefings and off-the-record discussions where 
stakeholders can speak candidly about timely, core issues, BCIU promotes the resolution 
of problems and the development of business opportunities in both the private and 
public sectors worldwide.  Business leaders brief government officials on their projects 
and concerns regarding any country or region; senior government officials provide honest 
and accurate assessments of local events and their impact on business.  BCIU has 
conducted these industry consultations with several U.S. and Foreign officials in Africa, 
including :



Annual Economic Forum & Reception with 
U.S. Chiefs of Mission Sub-Saharan Africa

BCIU has organized conferences during the Regional
Chiefs of Mission meetings. Each Regional Bureau of the
U.S. Department of State usually sponsors an annual
Chiefs of Mission internal gathering, for which BCIU
obtains State Department approval to add a business
outreach segment where BCIU members and U.S.
Ambassadors meet informally. After breakout sessions – in
which government officials provide in-country perspectives
and views on the economy and political pressures in the
region – a networking reception is held. When scheduling
allows, a dinner session is also added to the agenda.

These receptions have offered BCIU members ample
networking opportunities with U.S. or foreign officials
from the entire region and with business leaders across a
range of sectors in a single setting. In the past, BCIU has
organized the reception for the Ambassadors in Sub-
Saharan Africa in cooperation with the Corporate Council
on Africa. Over one hundred corporate executives, in
addition to Ambassadors from countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa serving in Washington, D.C. have attended this
event.



BCIU’s Commercial Diplomacy Training program:
Promotes the U.S. national interest and strengthens American 
embassy and trade promotion agencies’ support  for business
Cultivates contacts between business and U.S. Embassies
Keeps BCIU and its membership in tune with the priorities, 
policies, and mandates of the Foreign Service, U.S. & Foreign 
Commercial Service, and TPCC agencies
Increases effectiveness in promoting U.S. business interests in 
overseas markets

over 5,000 officers have been exposed to BCIU 
partners through Commercial Diplomacy Training

BCIU partners trained 523 officers serving in 127 countries in 2007 alone

Building an Effective Global 
Commercial Diplomacy Team



Commercial Diplomacy –
National Interest / BCIU Interest

Introduction to the Ambassador’s
Checklist for Promoting U.S. Business
“United States Ambassadors and their missions
serve as advisors to our businessmen when they
plan their market strategies. Their interventions
with host governments improve the chances that
the playing field will be level and their advocacy
of sound economic policies build a context for
successful American competition. BCIU has
been an important bridge between business and
the foreign policy community. It will continue to
play that role. BCIU’s reflections on
international business and our diplomatic
missions deserve your close attention. They are
borne of years of close observation.”
Frank G. Wisner, II
United States Ambassador to: India, Philippines, Egypt, Zambia
Vice Chairman, External Affairs, American International Group
Vice Chairman, BCIU



“I am extremely pleased 
that the State Department 
and BCIU have developed 
a close, cooperative 
relationship over the years. 
In particular, our work 
together on a training 
initiative in commercial 
diplomacy is helping 
Department officers, at 
home and abroad, to 
become better versed in 
ways to advance U.S. 
business interests abroad.”

General Colin Powell
then Secretary of State

Government 
Leaders Say…



MIDDLE EAST AMBASSADOR AND

SENIOR COMMERCIAL OFFICER TOUR
LOS ANGELES – CHICAGO –NEW YORK

OCTOBER 2006
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THANK YOU

For additional information please contact:

Mr. Jeffrey Donald
Senior Vice President

202-595-2673
j-donald@bciu.org

Mr. Peter Tichansky
President & CEO

212-490-0460
p-tichansky@bciu.org
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