
[image: image1.jpg]



LEP Partnership Meeting

October 28-29, 2006

Hilton Washington Hotel, Washington, DC 

Lincoln Room, Concourse Level

Agenda

Friday, October 27, 2006

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm


Registration
Saturday, October 28, 2006

7:30 am – 8:30 am

Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:30 am – 8:45 am

Welcome & Opening Remarks 


Raymond Simon, Deputy Secretary of Education, 


U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC

Deputy Secretary Simon will release three research papers prepared for the LEP Partnership that provide specific recommendations regarding effective academic interventions in reading and math for LEP students, characteristics of effective “newcomer” programs, and inclusion and accommodations for LEP students in large-scale State assessments.  
8:45 am – 9:15 am

Vision and Goals for the LEP Partnership


Kathryn Doherty, Special Assistant, 
Office of the Deputy Secretary, 

U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC
What is the LEP Partnership?  This session will lay out guidelines that define what is expected from partners, timeframes, and short and long-term goals.  
9:15 am – 9:45 am
Who is the LEP/ELL Student?


Delia Pompa, Vice President of Education, 


National Council of La Raza, Washington, DC

A comprehensive look at the composition, diversity, and projected growth of the limited English proficient student population and the implications for assessment and instruction will be discussed in this session.

9:45 am – 10:15 am
Developing Content Assessments that Guide Instruction for LEP/ELL students 

Margo Gottlieb, Director of Assessment and Evaluation, Illinois Resource Center, Des Plaines, IL

This session will provide a framework for examining content assessment as a component of a system of aligned standards under NCLB. It explains the interaction between instruction and assessment, and identifies the factors to consider when making content assessment decisions for LEP students, i.e., language of instruction, prior content knowledge, level of proficiency in English and native language.

10:15 am – 10:30 am

Break
10:30 am – 11:00 am 
Criteria for Content Assessments 

Stanley Rabinowitz, Director, Assessment and Accountability









Comprehensive Center, WestEd, San Francisco, CA

This session will continue developing the framework by identifying criteria to consider in determining the quality of State assessment systems for LEP students. As a foundation for later sessions, the issues of comparability, validity, and reliability will be examined as they relate to documentation, philosophy and rationale, grade level expectations, content coverage, achievement levels, technical adequacy, and other policy and practice considerations. 

11:00 am – 12:15 pm 
Inclusion and Accommodation of LEP/ELL Students in Content Assessments: Issues to Consider


Panel of Assessment Experts and Technical Assistance Providers
A panel of experts will provide an overview of various approaches to inclusion and accommodation of LEP students in State content assessments – including accommodations, “plain English” tests, native language assessments, Title I/Title III English language proficiency/ language arts assessments, and portfolio/alternative assessments.  The panel will discuss issues related to matching approaches to student needs, the characteristics and technical challenges of different assessment formats, and what States need to know and do to improve assessments for LEP students.  This session will prepare States to break into smaller “interest group” sessions in the afternoon.  

12:30 pm – 1:45 pm

Luncheon

Practical Guidelines for the Education of ELLS 


David Francis, Professor & Chairman, Department of Psychology, and


Director of the Texas Institute for Measurement, Evaluation, and Statistics, and Director, National Research and Development Center for English Language Learners, University of Houston, TX
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Interest Group Sessions



State/Expert Discussions on Approaches for large-scale Content Assessment of LEP/ELL Students 

Experts in each approach will facilitate the sessions and provide feedback on issues related to feasibility, technical adequacy, potential pitfalls, possible combination of approaches, etc.  These smaller group sessions are designed for States to explore various approaches to LEP accommodation and assessment, provide reaction and feedback, in preparation for designing work plans to propose to the U.S. Department of Education.  

Accommodations



Jamal Abedi, Professor of Education, University of California, Davis, CA

Charlene Rivera, Research Professor and Executive Director, Center for Equity and Excellence in Education, The George Washington University, Washington, DC 

Plain English assessments

Edynn Sato, Director of Special Populations, Assessment and Standards Development Services Program and Director of Research, Assessment and Accountability, Content Comprehensive Center, WestEd, San Francisco, CA

Native Language Assessments and translations


Charles Stansfield, President, Second Language Testing, Inc., Rockville, MD
Title I/Title III Crossover

Stanley Rabinowitz, Director, Assessment and Accountability









Comprehensive Center, WestEd, San Francisco, CA

Portfolio Assessment


Ellen Forte, President,  edCount and LEP SCASS Coordinator, Council of Chief State School Officers, Washington, DC

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm

Large Group Debriefing Session

Participants will join the general assembly to share notes, discuss initial work plans, timelines, and Q&A with U.S. Department of Education officials.   

Sunday, October 29, 2006

7:45 am – 8:30 am
Continental Breakfast

8:30 am – 8:45 am
Overview of Day 2


Kathryn Doherty, Special Assistant, 
Office of the Deputy Secretary, 


U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC

8:45 am – 9:45 am
“Double the Work”  


Deborah Short, Senior Research Associate, Center for Applied Linguistics, Washington, DC

This session focuses on adolescent ELLs and previews a new policy report entitled Double the Work: Challenges and Solutions to Acquiring Language and Academic Literacy for Adolescent English Language Learners. The report, derived from guidance of an expert panel, literature reviews and case studies, offers recommendations for policies, programs, and practices to improve the educational success of these students.

9:45 am – 10:00 am
Break

10:15 am – 11:45 am
Interest Group Sessions Continued

Participants will continue to develop plans based on the five approaches identified in Day 1.  Groups will have the opportunity to work from a template for requesting support from the U.S. Department of Education for projects, tools, research, etc., to support needs of improving State assessments for LEP students.

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Luncheon

An Instructional Framework for English Language Learners

Claude Goldenberg, Executive Director of the Center for Language Minority Education and Research (CLMER) and Associate Dean of the College of Education, California State University, Long Beach, Long Beach, CA

This presentation will discuss the difficult balancing act that teachers must perform as they teach ELLs.  On the one hand, effective instruction for ELLs is similar in many ways to effective instruction for English speakers; on the other, there are important differences.  General principles of effective instruction should be the foundation for teaching ELLs, but teachers must also be mindful of accommodations that are necessary.

1:30 pm – 3:15 pm
Interest Group Sessions Continued

States will work to finalize proposals for the work of the LEP Partnership including timelines, progress monitoring schedule, approximate costs and resources needed, technical assistance needs, data collection requirements, etc.

3:30 pm – 4:15 pm
Summary and Next Steps

Next steps and plans for the LEP Partnership will be discussed.  
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