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SOVIET UNION JOINS UNIVERSAL COPYRIGHT CONVENTION 

We have been informed t h a t  on February 27, 1973, the  
Union of  Sov ie t  S o c i a l i s t  Republics deposi ted  its instrument 
of adherence t o  the  Universal Copyright Convention. The 
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of adherence is May 27, 1973. 

The vers ion  of t h e  Convention t o  which the  U. S. S. R. 
has adhered is that of September 6, 1.952, which came i n t o  
f o r c e  on September 16, 1955, There a r e  more than 60 o t h e r  
member coun t r i e s ,  inc luding the  United S t a t e s  of America. 

I n  accordance with the  Convention and the  provisions of 
U. S., law which implement it, works by Sov ie t  q i t i z e n s ,  o r  
works f i r s t  published i n  the  Sov ie t  Union w i l l  secure  U. S. 
copyright  protec t ion  i f  published on o r  a f t e r  May 27, 1973, 
with a copyright  n o t i c e  c o n s i s t i n g  of the  symbol 0, accompa- 
n ied  by the  name of the  copyrfght  owner and the  year  d a t e  of 
f i r s t  publicat ion.  Example: " John Doe 1973, The n o t i c e  
must be i n  such form and p o s i f i o n  a s  t o  g ive  reasonable n o t i c e  
of the  copyright  claim. 

Concomitantly, works by U, S. au thors  published on o r  
a f t e r  May 27, 1973, with the  Convention form of n o t i c e  w i l l  
genera l ly  q u a l i f y  f o r  p ro tec t ion  i n  the  U. S, S, R, under t h e  
Convention. In  general  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the  Convention is 
n o t  r e t r o a c t i v e ,  s o  t h a t  n e i t h e r  country  is obl iga ted ,  as a 
r e s u l t  of the  adherence by the  U. S, S. R. t o  the Convention, 
t o  p r o t e c t  the  works of the  o t h e r  country that were f i r s t  
published before May 27, 1973. 
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