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SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE 
APPROVES 

COPYRIGHT REVISION BILL 

On December  10, 1969, the Subcommittee on Patents ,  
T rademarks ,  and Copyrights  of the Senate Judiciary 
Commit tee  approved S. 543, the bil l  f o r  gene ra l  rev is ion  
of the copyright law, which will  probably be  considered 
by the ful l  Judiciary Commit tee  ea r ly  next y e a r .  The  
bil l  w a s  passed by the House of Representa t ives  in 
Apri l  1967, and h a s  s ince  that t ime  been under  considerat ion 
by the Subcommittee, whose cha i rman  is Senator John  L. 
McC lellan. 

The  bil l  a s  approved by the Subcommittee,  although 
s i m i l a r  in most  of i t s  f ea tu re s  to  the m e a s u r e  passed by the 
House, contains  a number  of important  amendments  and 
additions. T h e s e  include provis ions  dealing with cab le  
antenna teleoision (CATV), the  grant ing of a l imited 
p e r f o r m e r s 1  rights,  and the es tabl ishment  of a Copyright 
Royalty Tribunal.  Moreover ,  a provision to  c r e a t e  a 
National Commiss ion  on New Technological U s e s  of 
Copyrighted Works,  originally a s e p a r a t e  bill, h a s  been 
made T i t l e  I1 of the  genera l  rev is ion  bill, and provis ions  
f o r  the protection of o rnamenta l  des igns  of useful a r t i c l e s ,  
a l s o  previously a s e p a r a t e  bill, have been added a s  Ti t le  111. 
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