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COPYRIOHTS DIVESTED UNDER RECENT 
AMENDMENTS TO THE TRADING WITH THE ENEMY ACT 

A recently enacted law, Pub. L. No. 87-846, approved October 22, 
1962, includes prwieione whereby most copyrights of former enemy 
nationals now held by the Attorney General under World War I1 vesting 
procedures, are returned t c  the  persons en t i t l ed  thereto, effect ive 
January 21, 1963, including the r igh t s  and In te res t s  remaining i n  the  
Attorney General under previously iesued licenses. No monetary re turn  
i n  the f o r m  of canpeneation or accumulated roya l t ies  is involved. This 
re turn is subject t o  the  r ight8 of licensees and assignees and t o  the  
r igh t  of the United Statea t o  exhibit  or reproduce for its oun use any 
divested copyrighted mot ion picture f iln . Licensees, however, are 
directed t o  pay t o  the Attorney General any unpaid royal t iee  accrued t o  
the  day of divestment. Excepted fran the return are  acme spec i f ic  copy- 
r igh t s  of a few high Nazi leaders. 

The divestment of these copyrights is  automatic and it i a  not 
neceaaary for specif ic  clalma t o  be f i l e d  f o r  t h e i r  return, the l a w  
declaring simply tha t  on the  effect ive date, the  persona en t i t l ed  s h a l l  
"sucoeed t o  the  r ights ,  privileges and obligations ar is ing out of such 
 copyright^,^ The divestment is  not t o  be conatrued as  including the  
r igh t  t o  bring an action fo r  infrhgement occurring while the  property 
was vested; t h i s  r i gh t  remains i n  the Attorney aeneral. 

A l l  vested r igh t s  and in t e re s t s  a r i s ing  out of pre-vesting contracts 
affect ing copyrights a re  a l so  returned under the ram prooedure, with 
the  exception of contracts re la t ing  t o  moat of the prewioualy mentioned 
Nazi works. Royalties under such contracts accrued t o  or received by 
the  Attorney General or his predecessor are excepted f ran  the divestment, 
as  are all r igh t s  or i n t e re s t  in such contracts which have been previ- 
ously disposed of or returned. 

The forgoing smlary is furnished you as  a matter of in te res t .  It 
shou3.d be noted that  under th ia  l a w  the Copyright Office has not been 
delegated any function with respect t o  the  divestment. 


