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COPYRIGHT REVISION BILL APPROVED BY SENATE 

The U. S .  Senate by a vote  of 70 t o  1 approved on 
September 9, 1974, the  b i l l  fo r  the  general revis ion of the  
copyright law. The b i l l ,  S. 1361, which was introduced by 
Senator John L. McClellan, who i e  chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Patents,  Trademarks, and Copyright8 of the  Senate Judic iary  
Committee, was amended i n  some pa r t i cu l a r r  on the  f l oo r  of the  
Senate before passage. 

This b i l l ,  which i s  e n t i t l e d  An Act, aa  passed by the  
Senate, i s  i n  i t s  general terms the  same ar the  measure approved 
by the  House of Representatives i n  1967. The Senate b i l l  does 
contain,  however, a number of provieions not i n  the  version 
passed by the  House, including one r e l a t i n g  t o  cable antenna 
t e lev i s ion ,  the  problem which was l a rge ly  rerponr ible  f o r  the  
delay i n  approval of the  b i l l  by the  Senate. Alro, the  Senate 
b i l l  includes, a s  T i t l e  11, a provirion fo r  the  establishment of 
a National Commission on New Technological Ures of Copyrighted 
Works and, a s  T i t l e  111, a measure fo r  the  Protection of 
Ornamental Designs of Useful Art ic les .  

The Senate vers ion requires  ac t ion by t he  House, which i s  
not  expected t o  occur in  the  present  Congress. Thus the  b i l l  
w i l l  presumably be introduced i n  the House next year and hearings 
held before the  Subcommittee on Courts, C iv i l  L iber t i e s ,  and the  
Administration of Jus t i ce  of the  House Judic iary  Committee. 

The revis ion b i l l ,  which would supersede the  present copy- 
r i gh t  s t a t u t e  enacted i n  1909, i s  a general  modernization of the  
U. S. copyright system. Among other things,  i t  would provide f o r  
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a s ing le  term of s t a tu to ry  protect ion fo r  worke created a f t e r  
the  new law takes e f f ec t ;  instead of the  present 28-year f i r s t  
term plue a renewal term, the  period of protection f o r  most 
such worke would be the  l i f e  of the  author plue 50 years a f t e r  
h i e  death, which i s  the term i n  most of the  other developed 
countr ies  of the  world. Also, the  revis ion b i l l  s pec i f i c a l l y  
recognizes the p r inc ip le  of f a i r  use and lists ce r t a i n  f a c to r s  
t o  be considered i n  determining whether a pa r t i cu l a r  use f a l l s  
within t h i s  category; and the b i l l  exempts from l i a b i l i t y  
c e r t a i n  reproductions of copyrighted worke by l i b r a r i e s  o r  
archives.  


