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CONVENTION RELATING TO THE DISTRIBUTI(B OF 

PROGRAMME-CARRYING SIGNALS TRANSMITTED BY SATELLITE, 

s igned a t  Brusse ls ,  May 21, 1974 

The United S t a t e s  and 14 o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  s igned on May 21, 
1974, a t  Brusse ls  a new convention r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
programme-carrying s i g n a l s  t ransmi t ted  by s a t e l l i t e .  The new 
convention, which i s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pub l i c  l a w ,  
o b l i g a t e s  member c o u n t r i e s  t o  take  adequate measures by s t a t u t o r y ,  
d e c i s i o n a l ,  admin i s t r a t i ve ,  o r  pena l  means t o  prevent  t h e  d i s t r i -  
bu t ion  of s i g n a l s  by unintended d i s t r i b u t o r s  on o r  from t h e i r  
t e r r i t o r i e s .  The Convention w i l l  remain open f o r  s i g n a t u r e  u n t i l  
March 31, 1975, and i t  is expected a d d i t i o n a l  coun t r i e s  w i l l  s i g n ,  
a l though only 1 8  of t h e  47 p a r t i c i p a t i n g  coun t r i e s  were empowered 
t o  s i g n  a t  Brussels .  

Many c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  enact  new l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  i s s u e  new admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  adopt a combination of t h e s e  approaches. 
Some c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  f u l f i l l  t h e  convention o b l i g a t i o n  by copyright  
o r  neighboring r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  However, most members of t h e  
1961 Rome Convention f o r  t h e  P ro t ec t ion  of Performers,  Producers 
of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizat ions cons ider  t h a t  i t  a l -  
ready p r o t e c t s  a g a i n s t  satell i te s i g n a l  p i racy .  I n  add i t i on ,  
o the r  c o u n t r i e s  may r e l y  on e x i s t i n g  admin i s t r a t i ve  provis ions  
stemming from t h e  ob l iga t ions  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Telecommunications Union (ITU) and i ts  Radio Regulations.  The 
new Convention was considered necessary  both t o  e s t a b l i s h  a more 
s p e c i f i c  ob l iga t ion  t o  combat satell i te s i g n a l  p i r acy  than t h e  
ITU, and t o  achieve wide acceptance,  which has  not  been t h e  f a t e  
of t h e  Rome Convention. 
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The Brussels Convention was placed i n  the  f i e l d  of in te r -  
na t iona l  public law t o  avoid conferring a new pr iva te  r i g h t  on 
one group i n  the  i n t e l l e c t u a l  property f i e l d  t o  the  possible 
disadvantage of the  others.  It is expected t ha t  contractual  
arrangements among broadcasters, authors,  performers, and 
producers w i l l  take i n to  consideration the  existence of e f f ec t i ve  
protect ion under t h i s  Convention against  s a t e l l i t e  s i gna l  piracy. 

The Convention does not  es tab l i sh  a minimum term f o r  protec- 
t ion  of the  s ignal .  It is understood t ha t  protection w i l l  be 
perpetual  unless a minimum term is es tabl ished by the na t iona l  
law. I f  a minimwn term is es tabl ished,  i t  must be reasonable, 
and no t i f i c a t i on  of t he  term must be sen t  t o  the  Secretary-General 
of the  United Nations. 

Programme-carrying s igna l s  o r ig ina l ly  transmitted by d i r e c t  
broadcasting s a t e l l i t e s  w i l l  not be covered by the  new Conven- 
t ion. 

Exceptions a r e  permitted under na t iona l  law f o r  b r i e f  excerpts  
and quotat ions,  especia l ly  of news programs, t o  the extent  j u s t i f i ed  
by the  informatory purpose. In  addi t ion,  developing countr ies  
may make exceptions fo r  the  purpose of teaching o r  s c i e n t i f i c  
research. 

Countries whose domestic law on May 21, 1974, l i m i t s  o r  denies 
protect ion against  unauthorized d i s t r i bu t i on  by cable t e lev i s ion  
systems may, i f  necessary, make a reservation on t h i s  point .  

The Convention w i l l  take e f f e c t  three  months a f t e r  the  deposit 
of the  f i f t h  instrument of r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  acceptance, o r  accession. 

Countries Signing Brussels Convention 
May 21, 1974 

Belgium 
Braz i l  
C Y P ~ U  
Federal Republic of Germany 
I s r a e l  
I t a l y  
Ivory Coast 
Kenya 
Lebanon 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Senegal 
Spain 
Switzerland 
United S ta tes  


