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K-8 Charter Schools: Closing the Achievement Gap profiles seven 

charter schools in high-poverty communities with historically under-

served children that are making headway in narrowing gaps in 

achievement. What do these seven schools have in common? This 

guide examines factors contributing to these charter schools’ hard-

earned successes, including mission-driven focus, innovating across 

the program, teaching for mastery, positive school culture, families 

as partners, accountability, and continuous professional learning and 

improvement. The guide highlights practices that may inspire and 

inform other school communities as they strive to help all students 

meet high academic standards.

This book is one of a series of innovation guides produced by the  

U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improve-

ment. All books in this series are available as free downloads at  

http://www.ed.gov/about/pubs/intro/innovations.html. 

Featured Charter Schools

Alain Locke Charter Academy

Chicago, Illinois

Amigos Por Vida—Friends For Life  

Charter School

Houston, Texas

Amistad Academy

New Haven, Connecticut

Carl C. Icahn Charter School

Bronx, New York

Cesar Chavez Academy

Pueblo, Colorado

The Intergenerational School

Cleveland, Ohio

Pan-American Elementary Charter School

Phoenix, Arizona

The Office of Innovation and Improvement is the entrepreneurial arm of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, making strategic investments in innovative educational practices 
through two dozen discretionary grant programs and coordinating the supplemental 
educational services provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act as 
amended by No Child Left Behind. For more information about OII’s grants, services, 
and publications, go to http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/index.html.

To order your free copy (while supplies last) or to download as a PDF or HTML file, enter ED003767P 

in the “Publications ID” search box at www.edpubs.org, or simply enter this publication’s name in the 

EDPubs “Keyword/Title” search box.


