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In Memoriam 
Robert L. Lamb, Jr.


March 6, 1925 – February 9, 2000


The dedication of the FY 199 Annual Report to Robert “Bob” Lamb is especially fitting given 
that the dominant theme of both this report and the life of Mr. Lamb are excessive use of force 
and racial profiling. Since 1973 Bob served as the Regional Director of the Community 
Relations Service’s Northwest Regional Office in Seattle, Washington. His prior CRS 
experience included positions as the Mid-Atlantic Regional Crisis Coordinator and Program 
Specialist in Police-Community Relations and the Administration of Justice. Policing and race 
relations fostered by and resulting from police actions were always at the forefront of Bob’s 
activities. Mr. Lamb was a member of the Atlantic city Police Department from 1949 to 1969, 
rising through the ranks of patrolman to captain. In 1962, he was chose as the “Atlantic City 
Patrolman of the Year” and in 1963 was awarded the New Jersey State Police Benevolent 
Association Award for valor. In 1966, he was appointed the first commanding officer to found 
and administer the police-community relations unit in Atlantic City. The Wall Street Journal 
lauded this unit as one of the best in the Nation. In recognition of his retirement, the Mayor of 
Atlantic city proclaimed June 23, 1969, as “Captain Bob Lamb Day.” In addition, he received 
the Portland, Oregon, Branch NAACP President’s Award for Outstanding Enforcement of Civil 
Rights and the 1989 Attorney General’s Distinguished Service Award, the second highest award 
in the Department of Justice. 
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