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The Reading Assessment

 The NAEP reading assessment measures students’ ability to understand, to 
interpret, and to think critically about different types of texts. Recognizing that readers 
vary their approach according to the demands of different types of text, the NAEP 
framework specifi es the assessment of reading in three contexts: reading for literary 
experience, reading to gain information, and reading to perform a task. The assessment 
comprises reading materials selected from publications and other resources typically 
available to students in and out of school.

 Across the three contexts for reading, students are asked to demonstrate 
their understanding by responding to comprehension questions that refl ect four 
different approaches to understanding text. The NAEP framework accounts for these 
different approaches by specifying four aspects of reading that represent the types 
of comprehension questions asked of students. Forming a general understanding 
questions ask students to consider the text as a whole. Developing an interpretation 
questions ask students to discern connections and relationships within the text. Making 
reader/text connections questions ask students to connect information from the text 
with prior knowledge and experience. Examining content and structure questions ask 
students to critically evaluate the content, organization, and form of the text. All four 
aspects of reading are assessed at all three grades within the contexts for reading 
described above.

 The NAEP reading assessment contains multiple-choice questions, as well as short 
and extended constructed-response questions. Students spend approximately 50 to 60 
percent of their assessment time providing written answers to constructed-response 
questions. For more information regarding the reading assessment framework please 
visit http://nagb.org.

NAEP Reading Framework Distribution of 
Question Pool Across Reading Contexts

Grade 12

Reading for Literary Experience 35%

Reading to Gain Information 45%

Reading to Perform a Task 20%
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Reading Booklet Directions

In each of the next two sections, you will have 25 minutes to read a story, an article, 

or a document and answer questions about it. You should think carefully about your 

answers, and you should use the entire 25 minutes to complete each section.

You will be asked to respond to three different types of questions. Some of the questions 

will require you to choose the best answer and fi ll in the oval for that answer in your 

booklet.

For other questions, you will be asked to write short answers on the blank lines provided 

in your booklet. Here is an example of a question that requires you to provide

a short answer.

Example 1

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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Also, you may be asked to answer other questions by writing longer, more detailed 

responses on a full page of blank lines. For example, here is a question that requires you to 

provide a longer answer.

Example 2

When you are asked to write your response be sure that your handwriting is clear. 

Think carefully about each question and make your answers as complete as possible, 

using as many lines as you need.

You may go back to the story, article, or document when answering any of the 

questions. If you fi nish before time is called, be sure to read your work again and change 

anything that you think will make your answers better.

Explain how Mandy’s mother and 
brother helped Mandy to become the 
first woman umpire.

STOP
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Sample Reading Questions
Reading to Perform a Task

Grade 12

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

Another way this information can be organized is by Men’s & Women’s 

aparrel, Sports and hobby equipment, machinery/mechanical parts. The 

advantages of this type of organizing it that it makes it easier for people 

to fi nd specifi c things. 
(Misspelling and grammar reß ect actual student response.)
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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STOP
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The Writing Assessment

The NAEP writing assessment measures three purposes of writing: narrative, informative, 
and persuasive. The narrative tasks comprise fi rst-person and third-person fi ctional 
stories. The informative tasks comprise description, explanation, and analysis. The 
persuasive tasks comprise writing to convince, writing to construct an argument, and 
writing to refute a position.

 Across the three purposes for writing, students are asked to respond in a variety 
of forms. These forms include essays, letters, reports, stories, and articles. Some 
tasks require students to write for a specifi ed audience; for example, to a teacher, to a 
committee, or to a friend. Writing tasks in the 2006 assessment incorporate an array 
of stimulus materials, such as color photographs, comic strips, newspaper articles, and 
poems.

 Each student participating in the assessment will receive one test booklet. At 
grade 12, students will receive two 25-minute writing tasks. All booklets contain a 
Planning Page, thus providing students with the opportunity to make notes and organize 
their ideas. In addition, all participating students are provided with a writing strategies 
brochure to remind them of various ways to plan and review their writing. For more 
information regarding the writing assessment framework please visit http://nagb.org.

NAEP Writing Framework Distribution of Time 
to Be Spent on Tasks for Each Writing Purpose

Grade 12

Narrative 25%

Informative 35%

Persuasive 40%
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

BEGIN WRITING YOUR RESPONSE ON THIS PAGE

Page 4

PLANNING PAGE

Using this page to make notes and 
organize your ideas. You may want 
to use suggestions from the Ideas 
for Planning Your Writing in the 
brochure to help you get started.

DO NOT WRITE YOUR RESPONSE 
ON THIS PAGE.

Page 3

Your assignment is to write about . . .

Page 2

Writing Booklet Directions

Sections 1 and 2 each contain one writing assignment. You will have 25 minutes to 

complete each assignment.

In each section, read the page that tells you your writing assignment. Then go on to the 

planning page where you can make notes and plan what to write. Do not write your paper 

on the planning page. After the planning page, there are lined pages where you should write 

your paper.

The following example shows what these pages look like.
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STOP

 Remember to start writing your papers on the lined pages that begin on page 4 of 

each section that has a writing assignment.

 For each assignment, you will probably need all of the 25 minutes to plan and write. 

Use as many lined pages as you need to write your paper. You may want to use ideas from 

the brochure you have been given to help you plan and review your paper.

 If you fi nish before time is called, read your paper again and make any changes that 

you think will make it better.

Do not go past the  sign at the end of each section until you are told to do so.
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Grade 12 Sample Writing Prompts

Writing Prompt 1 (with sample response)
Informative: Save a Book

For Save a Book, students were asked to explain what book they would save by 
memorization if they lived in a society where reading was not allowed. Since any book 
could be chosen, a wide range of responses was acceptable. In this booklet we provide 
an example of an “Excellent” response.

A novel written in the 1950’s describes a world where people are not allowed to read 
books. A small group of people who want to save books memorize them, so that the 
books won’t be forgotten. For example, an old man who has memorized the novel 
The Call of the Wild helps a young boy memorize it by reciting the story to him. 
In this way, the book is saved for the future.

If you were told that you could save just one book for future generations, which 
book would you choose?

Write an essay in which you discuss which book you would choose to save for future 
generations and what it is about the book that makes it important to save. Be sure to 
discuss in detail why the book is important to you and why it would be important to 
future generations.

Sample “Excellent” Response

“Excellent” responses were well developed throughout with sentence variety and good 
word choice. The “Excellent” response shown below, about Herman Hesse’s Demian, is 
well developed and has strong transitions. Well-chosen details and precise word choices 
support a sustained controlling idea: that teens can learn from the main character’s 
coming of age. The “Excellent” rating was given to 4 percent of the responses to this 
task. 
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Sample “Excellent” Response
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Sample “Excellent” Response (Continued)
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Sample “Excellent” Response (Continued)

Writing Prompt 2 
Persuasive: Music Labels

Recently, the music industry started to put rating labels on record albums, compact 
discs, and tapes. These labels describe the content and language of the music. A local 
committee is considering a rating label law that would make it illegal for anyone under 
the age of 18 to buy recordings with negative ratings.

 Write a letter to the committee telling whether or not you think that negative rating 
labels should be used to restrict teenagers from buying certain music. Give specifi c 
reasons to support your opinion.


	The Reading Assessment
	Reading Booklet Directions
	Sample Reading Questions Reading to Perform a Task Grade 12

	The Writing Assessment
	Writing Booklet Directions
	Grade 12 Sample Writing Prompts


