
NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

The NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

NCES 1999-486

Eighth-Grade 

Findings from 

the National

Assessment of

Educational

Progress



What is The Nation’s Report Card?
THE NATION’S REPORT CARD, the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP), is the only nationally 
representative and continuing assessment of what America’s
students know and can do in various subject areas. Since
1969, assessments have been conducted periodically in 
reading, mathematics, science, writing, history, geography,
and other fields. By making objective information on student
performance available to policymakers at the national, state,
and local levels, NAEP is an integral part of our nation’s
evaluation of the condition and progress of education. 
Only information related to academic achievement is 
collected under this program. NAEP guarantees the 
privacy of individual students and their families.

NAEP is a congressionally mandated project of the
National Center for Education Statistics, the U.S. Department
of Education. The Commissioner of Education Statistics is
responsible, by law, for carrying out the NAEP project

through competitive awards to qualified organizations. NAEP
reports directly to the Commissioner, who is also responsible
for providing continuing reviews, including validation studies
and solicitation of public comment, on NAEP’s conduct and
usefulness.

In 1988, Congress established the National Assessment
Governing Board (NAGB) to formulate policy guidelines for
NAEP. The Board is responsible for selecting the subject 
areas to be assessed from among those included in the
National Education Goals; for setting appropriate student
performance levels; for developing assessment objectives 
and test specifications through a national consensus
approach; for designing the assessment methodology; 
for developing guidelines for reporting and disseminating
NAEP results; for developing standards and procedures 
for interstate, regional, and national comparisons; for 
determining the appropriateness of test items and 
ensuring they are free from bias; and for taking actions 
to improve the form and use of the National Assessment.

Mark D. Musick, Chair
President
Southern Regional Education Board
Atlanta, Georgia

Mary R. Blanton, Vice Chair
Attorney
Salisbury, North Carolina

Patsy Cavazos
Principal
W.G. Love Accelerated School
Houston, Texas

Catherine A. Davidson
Secondary Education Director
Central Kitsap School District
Silverdale, Washington

Edward Donley
Former Chairman
Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.
Allentown, Pennsylvania

Honorable John Engler
Member Designate
Governor of Michigan
Lansing, Michigan

James E. Ellingson
Fourth-Grade Classroom Teacher
Probstfield Elementary School
Moorhead, Minnesota

Thomas H. Fisher
Director, Student Assessment Services
Florida Department of Education
Tallahassee, Florida

Michael J. Guerra
Executive Director
National Catholic Education Association
Secondary School Department
Washington, DC

Edward H. Haertel
Professor, School of Education
Stanford University
Stanford, California

Honorable William J. Moloney
Commissioner of Education
State of Colorado
Denver, Colorado

Honorable Annette Morgan
Former Member
Missouri House of Representatives
Jefferson City, Missouri

Mitsugi Nakashima
First Vice-Chairperson
Hawaii State Board of Education
Honolulu, Hawaii

Michael T. Nettles
Professor of Education & Public Policy
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
and Director
Frederick D. Patterson Research Institute
United Negro College Fund

Honorable Norma Paulus
Superintendent of Public Instruction
Oregon State Department of Education
Salem, Oregon

Honorable Jo Ann Pottorff
Kansas House of Representatives
Wichita, Kansas

Honorable William T. Randall
Former Commissioner of Education
State of Colorado
Denver, Colorado

Diane Ravitch
Senior Research Scholar
New York University
New York, New York

Honorable Roy Romer
Governor of Colorado
Denver, Colorado

Fannie L. Simmons
Mathematics Coordinator
District 5 of Lexington/Richland County
Ballentine, South Carolina

Adam Urbanski
President
Rochester Teachers Association
Rochester, New York

Deborah Voltz
Assistant Professor
Department of Special Education
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky

Marilyn A. Whirry
Twelfth-Grade English Teacher
Mira Costa High School
Manhattan Beach, California

Dennie Palmer Wolf
Senior Research Associate
Harvard Graduate School of Education
Cambridge, Massachusetts

C. Kent McGuire (Ex-Officio)
Assistant Secretary of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement
U.S. Department of Education
Washington, DC

Roy Truby
Executive Director, NAGB
Washington, DC

The National Assessment Governing Board



NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

The NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card
Eighth-Grade Findings from the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress

Hilary R. Persky
Brent A. Sandene
Janice M. Askew

In collaboration with
Lisa Beth Allen
John Mazzeo

Claudette Morton
Nancy Pistone

2nd Printing December 1998

U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement NCES 1999-486



U.S. Department of Education
Richard W. Riley
Secretary

Office of Educational Research and Improvement
C. Kent McGuire
Assistant Secretary 

National Center for Education Statistics
Pascal D. Forgione, Jr.
Commissioner

Assessment Group
Gary W. Phillips
Associate Commissioner

1st Printing November 1998
2nd Printing December 1998

SUGGESTED CITATION
Persky, H.R., Sandene, B.A., and Askew, J.M.
The NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card, (NCES 1999-486)
(National Center for Education Statistics)
Washington, DC

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Content Contact: Sheida White
202-219-1675

To obtain single copies of this report, while supplies last, or ordering 
information on other U.S. Department of Education products, write:

Education Publications Center (ED PUBS)
U.S. Department of Education 
P.O. Box 1398
Jessup, MD 20794-1244

or call toll free 1-877-4ED PUBS (877-433-7827)
TTY/TDD 1-877-576-7734
FAX 301-470-1244
Online ordering via the Internet: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/edpubs.html

Copies also are available in alternate formats upon request.

This report also is available on the World Wide Web: http://nces.ed.gov/naep.

The work upon which this publication is based was performed for the National Center for Education
Statistics, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, by Educational Testing Service.

Educational Testing Service is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer.

EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE, ETS, and the ETS logo are registered trademarks of Educational 
Testing Service. The modernized ETS logo is a trademark of Educational Testing Service.



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

This report is the culmination 
of the efforts of many individuals
who contributed their considerable
knowledge, experience, and creativity
to the NAEP 1997 arts assessment.
The NAEP 1997 arts assessment was
a collaborative effort among staff
from the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES), the
National Assessment Governing
Board (NAGB), Educational Testing
Service (ETS), Westat, and National
Computer Systems (NCS). In partic-
ular, the program benefited from the
contributions of members of the
Arts Instrument Development 
Committee, who tirelessly provided
their wisdom, experience, and hard
work. Most importantly, NAEP is
grateful to the thousands of stu-
dents and hundreds of teachers 
and administrators who made the
assessment possible.

The NAEP 1997 arts assessment
was funded through NCES, in the
Office of Educational Research 
and Improvement of the U.S.
Department of Education. The 
Commissioner of Education 
Statistics, Pascal D. Forgione, and
the NCES staff – Peggy Carr, Sheida
White, Andrew Kolstad, and Arnold
Goldstein – worked closely and 
collegially with the authors to 
produce this report. Gary Phillips
was especially helpful in his support
of the CD-ROM component of this
report. The authors were also 
provided invaluable advice and
guidance by the members of the
National Assessment Governing
Board, NAGB staff, and the Arts
Standing Committee. In particular,
the authors are indebted to Sheida

White of NCES for her daily efforts
to coordinate the activities of the
many people who contributed to
this report.

The NAEP project at ETS is housed
in the Center for the Assessment 
of Educational Progress under the
direction of Paul Williams. The NAEP
1997 assessments were directed by
Stephen Lazer and John Mazzeo.
Lisa Beth Allen, Alexandra Beatty,
Jane Bonbright, Susan Dillon, 
Julie Ludwig, John Morris, Susan
McGreevey-Nichols, Christine 
O’Sullivan, Hilary Persky, Brent
Sandene, and Ray Wilkins worked
with the Arts Instrument Develop-
ment Committee to develop the
assessment instrument. Sampling
and data collection activities were
conducted by Westat under the
direction of Rene Slobasky, Nancy
Caldwell, Keith Rust, Sandra Reider,
and Dianne Walsh. Printing, distri-
bution, scoring, and processing
activities were conducted by NCS
under the direction of Brad Thayer,
Patrick Bourgeacq, Charles 
Brungardt, Mathilde Kennel, 
Linda Reynolds, and Brent Studer.

The statistical and psychometric
activities for NAEP at ETS are 
directed by Nancy Allen, John
Barone, James Carlson, and John
Donoghue. The analyses presented
in this report were led by Spence
Swinton and Laura Jerry with 
assistance from David Freund, Shuyi
Hua, Debra Kline, Ed Kulick, Venus
Leung, Norma Norris, Kate Pashley,
and Xiaohui Wang. 

The design and production of the
report were overseen by Jan Askew
and Carol Errickson, with internal

assistance from Lawrence Bataille,
Sharon Davis-Johnson, Katonya
Davis, and Arlene Moore. The 
production of the World Wide Web
version of this report was led by
Patricia O’Reilly with assistance
from Phil Leung and Debbie Kline.
Lynn Jenkins provided editorial
assistance, Lisa Beth Allen and
Michael Montelone managed the
videography on the CD-ROM 
version of this report, and Rebecca
Shepherd provided project manage-
ment as a liaison for the software
development of the CD-ROM.

Outside reviewers whose 
comments and suggestions are
reflected in this report were: Deborah
Brzoska, Vancouver School of Arts
and Academics; Mary Crovo, National
Assessment Governing Board; Dick
Deasy, Council of Chief State School
Officers; Doug Herbert, National
Endowment for the Arts; Mary 
Martin, Educational Theatre 
Association; Claudette Morton, 
Helena, Montana; Carol Myford, 
Center for Performance Assessment,
Educational Testing Service; Scott
Schuler, Connecticut Department 
of Education; Peggy Senko, Music
Educators National Conference; Alan
Vanneman, Educational Statistical
Services Institute; and Ray Wilkins,
R. Wilkins and Associates, Inc. 

NCES reviewers Janis Brown,
Steve Broughman, Arnold Goldstein,
Mary Frase, Andrew Kolstad, 
Roz Korb, Marilyn McMillen, 
and Shi-Chang Wu provided 
comments and critical feedback
reflected in this report.

Acknowledgments



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Contents Executive Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i

The NAEP Arts Education Assessment Framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i

The Arts Assessment Student Samples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii

Student Achievement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii

Major Findings in Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts for the Nation. . . . . . . . . iii

Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii

Theatre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii

Visual Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii

Major Findings for Students and Arts Learning in the Nation’s Schools . . . . iv

Major Creating, Performing, and Responding Findings for 
Student Subgroups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iv

Cautions in Interpretations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iv

A Note About the Field Test Process Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v

Chapter 1 - The NAEP 1997 Assessment in the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

NAEP’s Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

The NAEP Arts Education Assessment Framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Figure 1.1 The Framework Matrix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Table 1.1 Knowledge and Skills Based on Specific Content 
From Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts . . . . . . . . . . . 4

The Assessment Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

The Arts Assessment Student Samples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Evaluating Students’ Work in the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Reporting NAEP Arts Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Interpreting NAEP Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Cautions in Interpretations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

About This Report. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Chapter 2 - Creating, Performing, and Responding in Music: A Close 
Look at the NAEP 1997 Music Assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

The Content of the Music Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Figure 2.1 The Content Description of the NAEP Music Assessment . . 12

Sample Responding, Creating, and Performing Blocks and Exercises. . . . . . 13

Part One - Sample Questions from the Music Responding Blocks . . . . . . . 14



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 2.2 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Shalom, My Friends” Block

Figure 2.3 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Musical Texture” Block

Featured in This Report and on the CD-ROM

Figure 2.4 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Michael Row the Boat Ashore” Block . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 2.5 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Minuet in G” Block

Part Two - The Music Responding Item Map and Student Profile . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Reporting the Music Assessment Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

The Music Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Figure 2.6 Map of Selected Questions on the NAEP Music 
Responding Scale: Grade 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

The Music Responding Item Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Students in the Lower Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Students in the Middle Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Students in the Upper Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Profile of Students’ Music Experiences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Figure 2.7 Music Responding Profile of Percentages of Students 
in Lower, Middle, and Upper Levels of the Responding 
Scale by Selected In- and Out-of-School Activities . . . . . 33

Relationships Between Student Music Creating, Performing, 
and Responding Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Figure 2.8 Creating Mean for Lower, Middle, and Upper 
Responding Score Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Figure 2.9 Performing Mean for Lower, Middle, and Upper 
Responding Score Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Part Three - Sample Tasks from the Music Creating and 
Performing Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Creating and Performing Blocks for Students in the General Student Population

Figure 2.10 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“ ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’/’Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star’” Block



Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 2.11 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“ ‘Ode to Joy’/Sing ‘America’” Block

Figure 2.12 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“Rock Improvisation and Evaluation” Block

Creating and Performing Blocks for Students Enrolled in Music Activities

Figure 2.13 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
”Jazz Improvisation and Melodic Sight-Reading” Block

Results by Performance Medium and Solo Difficulty Level

Table 2.1 Results on Individual Scoring Guides by 
Performance Medium

Table 2.2 Results on Individual Scoring Guides 
by Solo Difficulty Level

Table 2.3 Percent of Students Receiving Given Scores for 
Pitch by Performance Medium

Table 2.4 Percent of Students Receiving Given Scores for 
Rhythm by Performance Medium

Table 2.5 Percent of Students Receiving Given Scores for 
Dynamics by Performance Medium

Table 2.6 Percent of Students Receiving Given Scores for 
Articulation by Performance Medium

Figure 2.14 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
”Large Ensemble” Block

Patterns of Results for Creating, Performing, and Self-Evaluation Tasks

Part Four - Summarizing Music Creating and Performing Results . . . . . . . 37

Creating and Performing Results and Student Opportunity-to-Learn Data . . . 37

Table 2.7 Percentages of Students and Their Performing Scores 
by Students’ Involvement in Various In-School 
Music Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

Table 2.8 Percentages of Students and Their Creating Scores 
by Students’ Involvement in Various In-School 
Music Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Table 2.9 Percentages of Students and Their Performing and 
Creating Scores by Students’ Involvement in 
Various In-School Music Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Table 2.10 Percentages of Students and Their Performing and 
Creating Scores by Students’ Involvement in Various 
Out-of-School Music Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Table 2.11 Percentages of Students and Their Performing and 
Creating Scores by Students’ In-School Experiences . . . . 42

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Patterns of Student Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card



The Relationship Between Background Variables and 
Student Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Chapter 3 - Creating/Performing and Responding in Theatre: 
A Close Look at the NAEP 1997 Theatre Assessment . . . . . . 46

The Content of the Theatre Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

Figure 3.1 The Content Description of the 
NAEP Theatre Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Sample Responding and Creating/Performing Blocks and Exercises . . . . . . 49

Part One - Sample Questions from the Theatre Responding Blocks . . . . . . 49

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 3.2 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Bug Pleasing” Block

Featured in This Report and on the CD-ROM

Figure 3.3 Sample Questions and Student Responses 
from the “McCullers” Block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 3.4 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “1000 Cranes” Block

Figure 3.5 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Jezebel” Block

Part Two - The Theatre Responding Item Map and Student Profile . . . . . . 62

Reporting the Theatre Assessment Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

The Theatre Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

Figure 3.6 Map of Selected Questions on the NAEP 
Theatre Responding Scale: Grade 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

The Theatre Responding Item Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

Students in the Lower Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Students in the Middle Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Students in the Upper Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Profile of Students’ Theatre Experiences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Figure 3.7 Theatre Responding Profile of Percentages of Students 
in Lower, Middle, and Upper Levels of the Responding 
Scale, by Selected In- and Out-of-School Activities. . . . . 67

Relationships between Student Theatre Creating/Performing 
and Responding Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

Figure 3.8 Creating/Performing Mean for Lower, Middle, 
and Upper Responding Score Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

Part Three - Sample Tasks from the Theatre Creating/Performing Blocks . . . . . 69

NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card



Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 3.9 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“Camping” Block

Figure 3.10 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“Chocolate” Block

Figure 3.11 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Improv/Props” Block

Part Four - Summarizing Theatre Creating/Performing Results . . . . . . . . . 71

Activities in Live Productions at School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Table 3.1 Students’ Reports and Creating/Performing Scores 
by Various Tasks Done in Theatre Productions . . . . . . . . . 71

Classroom Instruction in Theatre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

Table 3.2 Students’ Reports and Creating/Performing Scores by 
Classroom Instruction for Various Theatre Activities . . . . 73

Table 3.3 Students’ Reports and Creating/Performing Scores by 
the Frequency With Which They Engage in 
Various Theatre Activities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

Table 3.4 Students’ Reports and Creating/Performing Scores 
by In-School Theatre Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Out-of-School Theatre Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

Table 3.5 Students’ Reports and Creating/Performing Scores 
by Out-of-School Theatre Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Patterns of Student Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Self-Evaluation Responses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Students’ In-School Theatre Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Chapter 4 - Creating and Responding in Visual Arts: A Close Look 
at the NAEP 1997 Visual Arts Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

The Content of the Visual Arts Assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Figure 4.1 The Content Description of the NAEP Visual Arts 
Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

Sample Responding and Creating Blocks and Exercises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Part One - Sample Questions from the Visual Arts Creating 
and Responding Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 4.2 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Self-Portrait” Block

Figure 4.3 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Mother/Child” Block

NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Featured in This Report and on the CD-ROM

Figure 4.4 Sample Questions and Student Responses 
from the “Collage” Block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 4.5 Sample Questions and Student Responses from the 
“Whisper Box” Block

Part Two - The Visual Arts Responding Item Map and Student Profile . . . . 104

Reporting the Visual Arts Assessment Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

The Visual Arts Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

Figure 4.6 Map of Selected Questions on the NAEP Visual Arts
Responding Scale: Grade 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

The Visual Arts Responding Item Map. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Students in the Lower Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Students in the Middle Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Students in the Upper Range of the Responding Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Profile of Students’ Visual Arts Experiences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Figure 4.7 Visual Arts Responding Profile of Percentages of 
Students in Lower, Middle, and Upper Levels of 
the Responding Scale, by Selected In- and 
Out-of-School Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Relationships Between Student Visual Arts Creating 
and Responding Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Figure 4.8 Creating Mean for Lower, Middle, and Upper 
Responding Score Groups. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Part Three - Sample Tasks from the Visual Arts Three-Dimensional 
Creating Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

Sample Student Responses from These Tasks Are Found on the 
CD-ROM version of the NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Figure 4.9 Samples Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Metamorphosis” Block

Figure 4.10 Sample Questions and Student Responses from 
the “Kitchen Sculpture” Block

Part Four - Summarizing Visual Arts Creating Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Visual Arts Course Taking and Activities at School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Table 4.1 Percentages of Students and Average Creating 
Scores by Students’ Involvement in Various In-School 
Art Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Table 4.2 Percentages of Students and Average Creating Scores 
by Frequency of Exhibiting Artwork. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Table 4.3 Percentages of Students and Average Creating Scores 
by Frequency of Visits to Art Museums, 
Galleries, or Exhibits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

Classroom Instruction in Visual Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Table 4.4 Percentages of Students and Average Creating Scores 
by Students’ Reports on the Frequency With Which 
They Engage in Various Visual Art Activities . . . . . . . . . . 114

Out-of-School Visual Arts Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Table 4.5 Percentages of Students and Average Creating Scores 
by Students’ Reports on Their Involvement in 
Various Out-of-School Art Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Patterns of Student Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Self-Evaluation Responses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

Students’ In-School Visual Arts Experiences. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

Chapter 5 - Creating, Performing, and Responding in Dance: 
A Close Look at the Exercises for the NAEP 1997 
Dance Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

The Content of the Dance Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

Figure 5.1 The Content Description of the NAEP Dance Assessment . . 122

The Blocks of the Dance Assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

Figure 5.2 Sample Questions from the “Philippine” Block . . . . . . . . 123

Figure 5.3 Sample Questions from the “Eagle” Block. . . . . . . . . . . . 125

Figure 5.4 Sample Questions from the “White Web” Block . . . . . . . 127

Figure 5.5 Sample Task: the “Jazz” Block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

Figure 5.6 Sample Task: the “Metamorphosis” Block . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

Chapter 6 - Results for the Nation: Performance of Selected 
Student Subgroups in Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts. . . . 134

Region. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Table 6.1 Average Music Scores by Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Table 6.2 Average Visual Arts Scores by Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Table 6.3 Average Theatre Scores by Region. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Gender . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Table 6.4 Average Music Scores by Gender. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Table 6.5 Average Visual Arts Scores by Gender . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Table 6.6 Average Theatre Scores by Gender . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Race/Ethnicity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Table 6.7 Average Music Scores by Race/Ethnicity. . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Table 6.8 Average Visual Arts Scores by Race/Ethnicity . . . . . . . . . 138

Table 6.9 Average Theatre Scores by Race/Ethnicity . . . . . . . . . . . 138

Type of School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

Table 6.10 Average Music Scores by Type of School Attended . . . . 139

Table 6.11 Average Visual Arts Scores by Type of School Attended . . . 139

Table 6.12 Average Theatre Scores by Type of School Attended . . . 140

Parental Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

Table 6.13 Average Music Scores by Parents’ Highest 
Education Level. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Table 6.14 Average Visual Arts Scores by Parents’ Highest 
Education Level. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Table 6.15 Average Theatre Scores by Parents’ Highest 
Education Level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

Chapter 7 - Contexts for Arts Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

Part One - Schools and Arts Learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Frequency of Arts Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Table 7.1 Schools’ Reports on the Frequency With Which 
Their Students Receive Instruction in the Arts . . . . . . . . 146

Percentages of Students Receiving Arts Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

Table 7.2 Schools’ Reports on Various Percentages of 
Students Receiving Arts Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

Arts Curricula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Table 7.3 Schools’ Reports on District or State Arts 
Curriculum Requirement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Visiting Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

Table 7.4 Schools’ Reports on Whether They Use Visiting Artists. . . 150

Table 7.5 Schools’ Reports on Whether They Sponsor an 
Artist-in-the-Schools Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

Positions of Those Teaching the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152

Table 7.6 Schools’ Reports on Who Teaches Eighth Graders 
in Dance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152

Table 7.7 Schools’ Reports on Who Teaches Eighth Graders 
in Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

Table 7.8 Schools’ Reports on Who Teaches Eighth Graders 
in Theatre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Table 7.9 Schools’ Reports on Who Teaches Eighth Graders 
in Visual Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

Space for Arts Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156

Table 7.10 Schools’ Reports on the Space Where Dance is Taught. . . . 156

Table 7.11 Schools’ Reports on the Space Where Music is Taught . . . . 157

Table 7.12 Schools’ Reports on the Space Where Theatre is Taught. . . 158

Table 7.13 Schools’ Reports on the Space Where Visual Arts 
is Taught . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

Part Two - Schools, Teachers, and Theatre Learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

Schools with Theatre Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

Table 7.14 Selected Schools’ Reports on the Frequency of 
Theatre Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

Percentages of Students Receiving Theatre Instruction. . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Table 7.15 Selected Schools’ Reports on the Percentage of 
Students Receiving Theatre Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Theatre Curricula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

Table 7.16 Selected Schools’ Reports on a District or 
State Theatre Curriculum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

Visiting Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

Table 7.17 Selected Schools’ Reports on Bringing in Visiting 
Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

Table 7.18 Selected Schools’ Reports on Sponsoring a Visiting 
Artist Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Positions of Those Teaching Theatre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Table 7.19 Selected Schools’ Reports on the Positions of 
Theatre Teachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164

Space for Theatre Teaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Table 7.20 Selected Schools’ Reports on the Space Available 
for Teaching Theatre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Teachers at Schools with Theatre Programs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

Teacher Certification and Professional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

Table 7.21 Teachers’ Reports on Whether They Have a Teaching 
Certificate in Theatre for the Targeted Student Sample . . . 166

Table 7.22 Teachers’ Reports on Whether They Have Spent Time 
in Theatre Professional Development Activities for 
the Targeted Student Sample. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

Teacher Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168

Table 7.23 Teachers’ Reports on Whether They Get the Instructional
Resources They Need for the Targeted Student Sample . . . 168

Table 7.24 Teachers’ Reports on the Theatre Stage Facilities 
for the Targeted Student Sample. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

Table 7.25 Teachers’ Reports on Whether a Theatre Curriculum 
Specialist is Available for the Targeted Student Sample . . . 170

Instructional Practices. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170

Table 7.26 Teachers’ Reports on the Place of Theatre for the 
Curriculum for the Targeted Student Sample . . . . . . . . . 171

Table 7.27 Teachers’ Reports on the Match Between Their 
Theatre Instruction and National Standards . . . . . . . . . . 172

Table 7.28 Teachers’ Reports on How Often Their Students 
Engage in Theatre Instructional Activities for the 
Targeted Student Sample . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Appendix A Overview of Procedures Used for the 
NAEP 1997 Arts Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

The NAEP 1997 Arts Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

The Framework Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

Distribution of Assessment by Process Areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180

The Assessment Design. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180

Item Types and Scoring Guides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

Student Questionnaires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

Teacher Questionnaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

School Questionnaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

SD/LEP Questionnaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

National School and Student Samples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

Data Collection and Scoring. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

Data Analysis and IRT Scaling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

Cautions in Interpretations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187

NAEP Reporting Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187

Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187

Gender. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

Race/Ethnicity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

Parents’ Highest Level of Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189

Guidelines for Analysis and Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190

Estimating Variability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190

Drawing Inferences from the Results. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190

Analyzing Group Differences in Averages and Percentages . . . . . . . . 191

Appendix B Standard Error Tables. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194



NAEP 1997 Arts Report Card

i

1 Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994. H.R. 6, 103rd Cong., 2nd Sess. (1994).

The last several years have seen a
growing resolve among educators
and policymakers to assure the place
of a solid arts education in the
nation’s schools. There are many 
reasons for this resolve, but certainly
among the most important is the
contribution the arts make to the
quality of education. As stated in the
Improving America’s Schools Act of
1994, “The Congress finds that the
arts are forms of understanding and
ways of knowing that are funda-
mentally important to education.”1

For over 25 years, the National
Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) has reported on the know-
ledge and skills of children in the
United States. If policymakers, 
educators, and concerned citizens
are to reform and improve the 
United States educational system to
ensure that students receive a solid
arts education, they need valid and
reliable information about the arts
skills and abilities of our nation’s
students. As the nation’s only on-
going survey of students’ educational
progress, NAEP is an important
resource for understanding what
students know and can do. NAEP
assessments have explored students’
abilities in a range of subject areas,
including reading, science, U.S. 
history, and mathematics. Based 
on assessment results, NAEP reports
levels of student achievement and
the instructional, institutional, and
demographic variables associated
with those levels of achievement. 

In 1997, NAEP conducted a
national assessment in the arts at

grade 8. The assessment included 
the areas of music, theatre, and 
visual arts. (Though an assessment
was developed for dance, it was not
implemented because a statistically
suitable sample could not be located.)
For each of these arts areas, this
Report Card describes the achieve-
ment of eighth graders within the
general population and in various
subgroups. Taken with the infor-
mation provided about instructional
and institutional variables, this
report gives readers a context for
evaluating the status of students’
learning in the arts.

Readers should note that this
report is intended to be read with a
CD-ROM. The CD features the com-
plete text of the report, as well as
many more examples of student
responses to assessment exercises. 

The NAEP Arts Education
Assessment Framework 
The arts assessment was designed to
measure the content specifications
described in the arts framework for
the National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress. The central principle
underlying the arts framework is that
dance, music, theatre, and visual arts
are crucial components of a complete
education. The arts have a unique
capacity to integrate intellect, 
emotions, and physical skills in the
creation of meaning. Further, (accord-
ing to the framework), at its best, the
teaching of the arts will emphasize
Creating and Performing works of art
as well as studying and analyzing

existing works. Thus, meaningful arts
assessments should be built around
three arts processes: Creating, 
Performing, and Responding. 

● Creating refers to expressing
ideas and feelings in the form 
of an original work of art, for 
example, a dance, a piece of
music, a dramatic improvisation,
or a sculpture. 

● Performing refers to performing
an existing work, a process that
calls upon the interpretive or 
re-creative skills of the student. 

● Responding refers to observing,
describing, analyzing, and 
evaluating works of art. 

In order to capture the pro-
cesses of Creating, Performing, and
Responding, the arts assessment
exercises included the following: 

● Authentic tasks that assessed 
students’ knowledge and skills in
Creating and Performing music
and theatre, and Creating in 
visual arts. Among other activities,
students were to sing, create
music, create and perform dances,
act in theatrical improvisations,
and work with various media 
to create works of visual art. 
Students were also to evaluate
their own work in written form. 

● Constructed-response and multi-
ple-choice questions that explored
students’ abilities to describe,
analyze, interpret, and evaluate
works of art in written form.

Executive Summary
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The Arts Assessment 
Student Samples 
The NAEP 1997 Arts Assessment was
conducted nationally at grade 8.2

For music and visual arts, representa-
tive samples of public and nonpublic
school students were assessed. A spe-
cial sample was assessed for theatre.

The decision to assess a special
sample of students for theatre was
made based on the results of the
1995 NAEP field tests in all four arts
at grades 4 and 8. Field test data
indicated that small percentages of
students were exposed to compre-
hensive theatre programs in the
nation’s schools. (Eleven percent 
of students that were part of the 
random sample taking the 1997
visual arts assessment had some
exposure to theatre education.) 

To ensure rich results about what 
students who have been exposed to
theatre in school know and can do,
the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), the National
Assessment Governing Board
(NAGB), members of the arts 
community, and Educational Testing
Service (ETS) decided that a “target-
ed” sample of students should take
the theatre assessment. Schools
offering at least 44 classroom hours
of a theatre course per semester,

and offering courses including more
than the history or literature of 
theatre, were identified. Students
attending those schools who had
accumulated 30 hours of theatre
classes by the end of the 1996-97
school year were selected to take
the theatre assessment.

In this Report Card, discussions
of student performance on the 
theatre assessment refer to this 
special sample of students, not to
the nationally representative sample
of students who took the music and
visual arts assessment. 

Also based on the results of the
1995 arts field test, a decision was
made to have a targeted sample of
students take the dance assessment.
(Results from the 1997 arts assess-
ment indicate that 3 percent of
students in the national random
sample received dance instruction 
in school three or four times a
week.) The NAEP staff responsible
for drawing NAEP samples and
obtaining participation worked 
with the arts community to set cri-
teria for the dance student sample
and then to locate schools offering
comprehensive dance programs.3

However, after considerable effort, a
sample suitable in size and national
distribution could not be found. 

So that readers will have a 
picture of the performance assess-
ment in dance that was developed
based on the arts framework, the
dance exercises that were intended
for administration to students 
are included in this Report Card.
(Appendix A contains information
on sample sizes and participation
rates for the assessment.) 

Student Achievement 
In this report, student performance
on the arts assessment is presented
in several ways. Overall summaries
of results for Creating, Performing,
and Responding in terms of student-
and school-reported background
variables are featured. For theatre,
student results are also discussed 
in terms of teacher-reported back-
ground variables.4

The overall summaries of results
deal with Creating, Performing, and
Responding separately. Responding
results within music, theatre, and
visual arts are grouped for sum-
marization on three NAEP arts
Responding scales, each of which
ranges from 0 to 300. Average
Responding scale score results are
presented by demographic and
“opportunity to learn” variables (such
as frequency of arts instruction, arts

2 The arts assessment was administered at grade 8 only because, due to budget con-
straints, NAEP could not comprehensively assess the arts at all three grade levels.
(This shortfall also affected other NAEP subjects, such as math and science.) The arts
community was consulted widely and recommended that the assessment be admin-
istered at one grade, grade 8. In this way, a full assessment of the Arts Framework,
with authentic Creating, Performing, and Responding exercises, could be adminis-
tered in the different arts.

3 Students who would have taken the dance assessment attended schools that offered
at least 17 classroom hours of a dance course per semester. These students would
have to have been currently enrolled in dance classes, or would have to have taken
dance coursework in the last year. Coursework needed to include more than dance
in athletic contexts, for example, dancersize or dance team, and more than aesthet-
ics or criticism. 

4 A teacher questionnaire was administered only for the theatre assessment because
of the special nature of the theatre sample. Students who took the music and visual
arts assessments were a random national sample. These students attended schools
where music and visual arts may be taught by itinerant teachers or part-time staff.
By contrast, those who took the theatre assessment attended schools that featured
theatre as a substantial part of the curricula. This increased the chance of teacher
response to the questionnaire.
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facilities, and classroom activities in
the arts) based on student-, school-,
and, in the case of theatre, teacher-
reported background information.
Creating and Performing results are
not summarized using a standard
NAEP scale. Instead of a scale, 
Creating and Performing results are
presented as average percents of the
maximum possible score on exercises,
in relation to demographic and 
opportunity-to-learn variables. (These
average scores represent the overall
mean percentage students earned of
the possible number of points for 
the components of Creating and 
Performing tasks.)

Major Findings in Music,
Theatre, and Visual Arts
for the Nation 
Music

● Responding. Most students could
select appropriate functional uses
for different types of music and
could partially justify their choices
in writing. For example, 79 percent
of students could identify an
excerpt from Brahms’ “Lullaby” as
being suitable for putting a child
to sleep and could provide some
justification for their choice. 

● Responding. Students showed some
skills in critiquing simple music
performances. For example, 45 
percent of students were able to
identify and describe two errors,
and 16 percent of students were
able to identify and describe three
errors in a performance of
“Michael Row the Boat Ashore.”

● Creating. Students showed limited
abilities in creating music. When
asked to create a rhythmic embell-
ishment based on the first two
phrases of “Ode to Joy,” 24 percent
of students were able to perform
music that was scored “Adequate”
or above in overall appeal and
interest. 

● Performing. Students’ singing 
abilities across various aspects of
musical performance were mixed.
When singing the song “America”
with a taped accompaniment, 78
percent of students were able to
sing the rhythms of the melody
with generally acceptable rhyth-
mic ensemble and accuracy. 
In contrast, 35 percent of the 
students sang almost all of the
pitches of the melody accurately,
and 24 percent sang with a tone
quality considered appropriate in
most sections of the music. 

Theatre

● Responding. More students could
describe feelings conveyed by
actors in dramatic performances, 
or what actors did with their faces,
voices, or bodies, than could explain
how actors used their faces, voices,
and bodies to convey character and
feeling. For example, 41 percent of
students could describe the voice
used by an actor in a radio play.
Fourteen percent were able to
describe ways the actor’s voice
conveyed his character. 

● Responding. Students showed
some knowledge of the technical
elements of theatre. Sixty-five 
percent of students could offer

reasonably accurate plans for how
to create lighting effects for a
scene in a Carson McCullers play.
Fifty percent were able to draw
ground plans for a set of that
scene that showed some under-
standing of a theatre space.
Seventeen percent of students
were able to draw complete and
essentially error-free ground plans.

● Creating/Performing. Students’ 
abilities to combine dialogue,
action, and expression to communi-
cate meaning to an audience varied
across Creating/Performing tasks.
Sixty-seven percent of students
demonstrated this ability most of
the time in an improvisational task,
and 2 percent did all the time. In a
cold reading of a script, 30 percent
of students demonstrated the 
ability to convey meaning (if only
generally) most of the time, and 
6 percent did all the time. 

Visual Arts 

● Responding. Some students were
able to accurately describe some
aspects of artworks. For example,
29 percent of students could
describe three ways Raphael 
created a sense of near and far 
in a Madonna and Child painting. 

● Responding. Students’ abilities 
to place artworks in historical 
or cultural contexts varied. For
example, 55 percent of students
could identify which of four works
was a work of contemporary
Western art, and 25 percent 
could identify which of four 
works contributed to Cubism. 
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● Responding. Generally, linking 
aesthetic features of artworks
explicitly with meaning seemed
challenging for students. Four
percent of students could write a
brief essay linking a full analysis
of technical aspects of a Schiele
self-portrait to an interpretation,
while 24 percent were able either
to link sparser technical analyses
to interpretations or to analyze
technical aspects without an
interpretation. 

● Creating. Students showed some
ability to create specific, fully
observed, and expressive two-
dimensional artworks. One percent
of students created expressive
collages that showed a consistent
awareness of qualities such as
color, texture, and contrast. 
However, 42 percent were able to
effectively use collage techniques
in parts of their collages. 

● Creating. Students seemed to 
find applying their knowledge 
and skills to three-dimensional
tasks challenging. For example, 
3 percent of students were able 
to create freestanding sculptures
out of plasticine and wire that
skillfully combined shapes, details,
and textures into an imaginative
interpretation of kitchen utensils.
Many more students (21 percent)
created sculptures that were not
freestanding, or showed some
ability to realize an idea in an
inventive, organized interpretation.

Major Findings for 
Students and Arts Learning
in the Nation’s Schools 

● A large percentage of grade 8 
students attended schools in
which music and visual arts were
taught, in most cases by full-time
or part-time specialists. Student
access to theatre and dance
instruction was more limited. 

● Most students attended schools 
in which instruction following dis-
trict or state curricula was offered
in the subjects of music and visual
arts, but not in theatre or dance. 

● Most visual arts and music instruc-
tion took place in school facilities
dedicated to that subject. Where
available, dance was usually taught
in gymnasiums. Where available,
theatre instruction usually took
place on a stage or in a room 
dedicated to theatre teaching. 

Major Creating, 
Performing, and 
Responding Findings 
for Student Subgroups 

● In the NAEP arts assessment,
females consistently outperformed
their male peers. 

● White and (where sample 
sizes were large enough) Asian
students had higher average
scores in Creating, Performing,
and Responding than did Black 
or Hispanic students in some
instances. However, music 
Creating scores of Black and
White students were comparable,

as were music Creating and 
Performing scores among Black,
Hispanic, and Asian students. 

● Consistent with past NAEP assess-
ments, higher levels of parental
education were associated with
higher levels of student perfor-
mance in the arts assessment.5

Cautions in Interpretations 
The reader is cautioned against
interpreting the relationships among
subgroup averages or percentages
as causal relationships. Average 
performance differences between
two groups of students may result
in part from socioeconomic 
and other factors. For example, 
differences among racial/ethnic 
subgroups are almost certainly 
associated with a broad range of
socioeconomic and educational 
factors not discussed in this report. 

Additionally, readers should avoid
making comparisons in scores across
arts areas. The scales in each subject
are independent, and the same
score in two arts areas may not
mean the same things in terms 
of student achievement. 

Finally, readers should note that
NAEP administered assessments in
music and visual arts in 1974 and
1978. However, the assessment
results for 1997 examined in this
report are not comparable with the
results from the earlier assessments,
because of considerable changes in
the nature of the 1997 assessment,
based on the recently created Arts
Education Assessment Framework.

5 Note that the student samples for music and visual arts differed from the theatre
sample. While students who took the music and visual arts assessments were a ran-
dom national sample, those that took the theatre assessment were selected from
students who had some theatre education. 



A Note About the Field
Test Process Report 
There is much to be learned 
from the process of developing,
administering, and scoring an 
innovative performance assessment
in the arts intended for a national
sample. This information could not
be accommodated in this Report
Card. In order to share this infor-
mation with the public, NAEP will
be creating a report detailing the
creation, administration, and 
scoring of the 1995 and 1997 arts
field tests. (In 1995, NAEP field
tested dance, music, theatre, and
visual arts at grades 4 and 8. In
1997, NAEP field tested those four 
subjects at grade 12.) The forth-
coming 1995 and 1997 Arts Field
Test Process Report will also include
examples of exercises and student
work. This will enable readers 
curious about measuring student
performance at grades 4 and 12 
and about measuring performance
in dance to learn about the 
methods used in those field tests.6
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6 Additionally, most items created for both the 1995 and 1997 arts field tests and the
grade 8 arts assessment will be released for public use in 1999. Teachers, students,
and other members of the general public will have computer Web access to 
assessment exercises, scoring guides, and sample responses. However, dance videos,
music audio, artworks, and theatre performances used as stimuli for exercises may
not be available on the Web, due to copyright restrictions. 


