
Multi-pollutant emphasis in the reorganization of EPA’s Office of Air 
Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) 

 
The following pages contain excerpts from a briefing presented to the Air Research 
Coordination team on March 1, 2006. This presentation outlined the changes in 
organizational structure of EPA’s Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards 
(OAQPS) under the office reorganization as well as the implications of the 
reorganization for an increased focus on a multi-pollutant-based approach to air quality 
management. 
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Reorganization Precepts: 
 

• Encourage a multi-pollutant focus , rather than our former “stove-
piped” split between criteria pollutants and air toxics, 

• Better develop expertise and leadership in multi-pollutant, sector-
based approaches, 

• Maintain and enhance our expertise in health and ecosystem 
protection, 

• Expand our involvement in areas like voluntary, innovative and 
community-based programs that some might view as non-traditional 
for OAQPS, 

• Improve communication and outreach, both internally and 
externally, 

• Accommodate our existing programs and enable us to build on our 
strengths and maintain our leadership. 

 
 
What the New Structure Accomplishes: 
 

• All divisions are multi-pollutant 
• Sector focus is clear 
• Maintains our technical leadership 
• Builds on our strengths, e.g. health, information, benefits 
• Makes a place for new directions 




