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International Political Wil

World Summit on Sustainable Development
G-8 Action Plan for Sustainable Development

Earth Observation Summits | & 11
@ 60Cuntries + EC& 33 Intemational Oiganizatians currently represented
@ 66% increasein country participation




Hon. Carlos Gutierrez
US Secretary of Commerce

@ “The United States is making the commitment to move earth
observation to the next level to benefit this next generation.This is
one of President Bush’s environmental priorities...

...And today, | am pleased to present you with our government’s
plan for an Integrated U.S. Earth Observation system.”



VISION

Enable a healthy public,
economy, and planet through
an integrated, comprehensive,
and sustained Earth
observation system.

U.S. Contribution to

Strategic Plan
for the U.S. Integrated Earth Observation System

prepared by the
Interagency Working Group on Earth Observations

INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON

of the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources




Integrated Earth
Observations

e
A distributed system of systems

@ Lnksall platfams: in sity,
aircraft, and satdlite netwarks

@ ldentifies gaps in our gidoal
capadity

® Fadlitates echange d data
and infarmation

@ lmproves decsion-mekars
ahilities toaddress pressing
pdicyissues




Soclietal Benefits Focus

Netural & Human
Induced Dsasters

Humen Health & Sustaineble
Wél-Bang Agriculture &
Desartification
Westher Infarmation, Qimete \ariability & Gpeans

7 Forecasting & Waming Change



“...Earth observations for
application to ecosystems
and ecological forecasting
are less mature than for
many of the other societal
benefits.”



Current Observations

* AVHRR / MODIS for
Measuring Sea Surface
Temperature

* Airborne Digital
MultiSpectral Imagery for
Species Distribution and
Structure

* Field and Site Data for
Groundtruthing

Diverse observational
requirements and needs

Major Gaps & Challenges

 Lack of Interoperability for
Existing Deployed Observation
Systems

* Too Few Sample Sites to
Capture Spatial Variability in
Ecological Processes and
Conditions

e |[nsufficient /n situ
Observations of Marine
Ecosystems
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Integration of Data

Lifemapper (www.lifemapper.arg)

@

@
@
@

uses Internet and leading-edge techndagy toretrieve recards o millions o plants
and animels in thewarld's natural histary museums; analyzes the data;

coputes an ecdagical prdfile of each spedies,
maps Where the species has been found; and
predicts where each speaies cauld paentially live.

Inasimilar prgect, NOAA the USE5and the Smithsonian Institute are

develaping asimilar systemtomap and praect risks o invasive
species spread in tomaring, estuarine and caral reef systars.
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Upcoming activities...

International
@ Transition workplan in devel goment
@ Fomatiavsdection o Bxecutive Gommittee underway
@ GOl megting at Wirld Mateardogical Qrganization, May 2-4

National

@ Uocoming rdlout of USplan (pre-publication copy out now)
@ Devdagoment o Data Management Han and Achitecture
@ May9-10 Rublic Ehrgagement Wirkshap, Ronald Reagan International Trade Ganter
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For More Information

Intergovernmental ad hoc Group on Earth Observations
http://earthobservations.org

Interagency Working Group on

Earth Observations

http://iwgeo.ssc.nasa.gov
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