Categorical Exclusion Review

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Boise District Office
Four Rivers Field Office

Grazing Preference Transfer
Lower Bissel Creek Allotment #00162

CE No.: ID-110-2000-CE-3675 Lease/Serial/Case File Number: 1102954 Dale Howell)

B 1101145 (Sill Family Trust)
Purpose and Need for Action: To address the Grazing Preference Application and Preference Transfer
Application filed by Dale Howell, in accordance with the grazing regulations (43 CFR 4130, Authorizing Grazing
Use) and the National Environmental Policy Act.
Description of Proposed Action: Transfer the existing grazing preference of 55 active AUMs on the Lower Bissel
Creek (00162) allotment, due to a base property lease. Terms and conditions of the new permit (authorization:
FI02954) will be the same as the current permit (authorization: 1101145) and are identified below:

Pereent Preference
Permitice Allotments | Livestock | Season of Use | Public Lands | Active | Suspended | Total
Lower Rissel i
a q 5
Dale Howell Crk (00162) 28 Cattle | 03/16 10 06/15 65 55 ] 5

I. Livestock grazing must be conducted in accordance with the terms and conditions described in the Field
Manger's decision dated 02-28-01,

2. Notify the Four Rivers Field Office immediately by telephone with follow-up written confirmation, upon the

discovery of human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony on federal lands.

Any ongoing activities connected with the discovery must be stopped and a reasonable eflort to protect the

discovered remains or objeets must be made,

Turn-out is subject to range readiness criteria.

4. Saltand/or supplement shall not be placed within one-quarter (1/4) mile of springs, streams, meadows, aspen
stands, water developments or roads,

5. Range improvements must be maintained in accordance with the cooperative agreements of range
improvements permits, in which you are a signatory ol assignee. Allotment boundary fences must be
functioning prior to allowing livestock onto the allotment. Construction, reconstruction, maintenance or other
ground disturbing activities (including range improvement project maintenance) that could affect previously
undisturbed ground or involve heavy machinery require advanced written approval from the authorized officer.

6. All appropriate documentation regarding base property leases, lands offered for exchange-of-use and livestock
control agrecments must be approved prior to tum-out.

7. At least 30% of the yearly production of all grasses and forbs on the annual dominated plant communities will
remain at the end of the grazing period to protect the watershed and to discourage further invasion of noxious
weeds and other weedy specics.

8. This permit or lease is issued under the authority of Section 426, Public Law 111-8 and contains the same
mandatory terms and conditions as the expired or transferred permit or lease. This permit or lease may be
canceled, suspended, or modified, in whaole or in part to meet the requirements of applicable laws and
regulations,

bt

ire December 31, 2018.

Dale Howell's permit will ex
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Project Location: The Lower Bissel (00162) Allotment is located approximately 5 miles NW of Emmett, Idaho.
Public land is found in TTN, R2W, Sections 15, 21 and 22,

_:\[}]:clicanl (ir any): Dale Howell of Emmet, Idaho
Part I - Plan Conformance Review
This proposed Action is subject to the following land use plan: Cascade Resource Management Plan (RMP)
Date Plan Approved: July 1, 1988

Remarks: The proposed action is in conformance with the Range Program Objectives and Recommendations
wuhm lhc Rangr: Manugcmmt Section of the C:m:mlc RMI’

Part 11 - NEPA Review

A, Categorical Exclusion Review: This proposed action qualifics as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM
11.9 D (Rangeland Management) for the (1) approval of transfers of grazing preference and (1 1a) issuance
ol livestock grazing permits where the new grazing permit is consistent with the use specified on the
previous permil.

B.  Exceptions Review (Departmental List of Extraordinary Circumstances Review): Review the 12
exceptions which apply to individual actions within categorical exclusion, Environmental documents (EA
or EIS) must be prepared for any actions involving these exceptions, The following Departmental List of
Extraordinary Circumstances apply to individual actions. Departmental instructions mandate that
environmental documents MUST BE PREPARED for actions which may: (Mark applicable answer for
cach item. 11*yes”, prepare an EA/EIS and append this form to it.)

List of Exceptions

I. Have significant impacts on public health or safety.” |

Yes | No ¥ | Specialist Signature/Date:- _;{ 1z e _3“"{ o V— =/ )H;’I{ '

Comments'Explanation: The transfer of cxl-ﬂmWrmL pnwlcgi:h with no additional use(s) authorized is an
administrative function with no effects to public health or safety.

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or
cultural resources: park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural
landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990);
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; or ecologically significant or
critical areas, or is not in compliance with the Fish and Wil{lllfr Coordination Act.

Yes | No [ | Specialist Signature/Date: /& PR 4) / ¢ w0

- : i
Comments'Explanation: The allotment contains no unique natural or cultural features that would be affected by
this transfer, and no ecologically significant or critical areas occur in the general area of the allotment.

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or ilwuh'n unresolved conflicts concerning alternative
uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)). '

Yes | Mo [* | Specialist Signature/ !Jnlq: / e {“ )-V o /::"’W
Cfmrmmriff:.tpl'mmmm. The proposed transfer of g Lmrmb privileges \vmlld result in no changes to current 1

-
livestock grazing management. To date, there have been no concerns brought forward regarding livestock grazing
in this area.

4. Have Iliglﬂv uncertain and potentially significant l.'l'l‘i ironmental effects or involve unique or unknown |
environmental risks. 7

F
Yes | No [* | Specialist "ﬂgnaturc-"lhh /5 3 _;’}"*t A A ’// Y/;*f?

(t?mHn*nf'-'f‘Lrp-'mwrrmr. Livestock g grazing is an ongoing 1c'.w:l}r the continuation of which poses no unique or
unknown environmental risks,
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5. Establish a precedent for future actions or r{-presn:-nl a decision in principle about future actions with
potentially significant environmental effects,
Yes | | No [2 | Specialist Signature/Date: ,,f,f “'# Arzas ,}” r Jy /f,?;

(‘ﬂmmmrw’f_xphmmmn. Transfer of grazing Eilgrrcncc and the issuance of a permit to the applicant without

changes from the previous permit, is a routine fdministrative procedure. This action neither establishes a precedent
for future actions nor represents a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant
environmental effects. A Rangeland Health Assessment, evaluation and determination of conformance with ldaho's
Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management, and NEPA assessment for
grazing permil renewal was completed February 27, 2001.
6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant, but cumulatively significant
_environmental effecis.

Yes | ]_Hu G Specialist ‘-iign"lturc."]hlc- / z])—-":" = 7// }é’ &

Comments/IExplanation: Transferring existing ;,ra?ﬁt I prc ference and issuing a grazing pEl‘Iﬂl[ with no changes

from the current autherization is neither individually nor cumulatively significant. ]
7. Have significant impacts on properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historie
Places as determined by cither the bureaun or office,

T-::;_F:“W[‘N—o ¥ | Specialist Signature/Date: D & ("% 7/5'/’.’3?

fammwm-’f..'-.phmmmr. The affected grazing alloiment contains no known properties listed, or eligible for listing,

on the National Register of Historic Places. -

8. Have signilicant impacis on species listed or proposed to be listed on the List of Endangered or

Threatened Species, or on designated Critical Habitat for these spegjes. .

Specialist Signature/Date for Plants: q" '

ves [~ [No ¥ | Specialist Signature/Date for Wildlifc:
Specialist Signature/Date for Aquntn::g. W Daren o )5 f"&"'

Plants Comments/Explanation: No known federally listed, candidate, or BLM special status plant species occur

within the area of the proposed action,

Wildlife Comments/Explanation: No known federally listed or candidate wildlife species are known to be prcseul._u

BLM special status wildlife species may occur within the affected area; however, the proposed transfer would not be

expected to result in adverse impact.

Aquatics Comments/Explanation: No known federally listed, candidate, or BLM special status aquatic species

occur within the area of the proposed action.

9. Violate a Federal, State, local, or tribal law or r{-quiqusent imposed for the |1rnlection of the environment, |

Year CS — 4/8/09 |

Comments/'Explanation:  This routine administrative procedure is consistent and compatible with all known
Federal, State, local and Tribal laws or requirements imposed for protection of the environment.

10, Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations { Executive
Order 12898).

B). 7y o
l[ Yes | Mo v | Specialist Eign:lturcﬂy% £ v o "‘;l/f".)/('fj

- Comments/Explanation:  There are no knownde® income or minority populations in the arca of the |‘.|rnj."bmu-:'4':f_
action. However, if low income or minorily populations do exist, the transfer of existing grazing privileges would
not be expected to have a disproportionately high or adverse effect on these populations.

Yes | No I« Specialist Signature/Date:
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I1. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal Inntls'hfr Indian religious
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order
13007),

Yes | No |» Specialist Signature/Date: “hl ) 24 /’; (S’{(Lv— 7// 3/{]7

* Comments/Explanation: There are no known ceremonial and/or sacred sites on puhltc land in thisallofiment.
However if sites were to be discovered in the fiture, the continuation of an ongoing activity would not limit access
for ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites by Indian religious practitioners: nor would there be adverse aflects to the
physical integrity of sacred sites.

12. Contribute to the lnlrnduﬂmu. continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive
species known to oceur in the avea or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the
_range of such species (Federal Noxions Weed Control Act and Exceutive Order 13112). ’

Yes | No v | Specialist Signature/Dale: ?{x.l::\{qmﬂ.- Y -8-09

Cﬂmmcm?Exp!mmn‘mr ‘I'rnnsl‘minj, },rﬂ?:ill], privileges, for the cunlinuutiml of r.urrr:nl authorized grazing, would

1 wrui’y tlnl none of the Departmcnml exceplions {‘E.xtranrtlm-lr:r (_lrculm-hnccs] |i:-h.‘t| in the above Part 11 (516
DM 2, Appendix 2) apply to this action: therefore, this categorical exclusion is appropriate for this situation.

Remarks: The transfer of grazing privileges will allow for continued management ol an existing allotment, with no

changes to the previous grazing authorization or to on-the-ground management. Issuance of a grazing permit to
Dale Howell with no changes from the previous permit is a routine administrative procedure.

Authorizing Official: %ﬂw Date: ‘f/ 9 / 0 G

Name: Rosemary Thomas
Title:  Four Rivers Field Manager

Part 111 - Decision
I have reviewed this plan conformance and NEPA compliance record statements above and have determined the
proposed action is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further environmental analysis is
required. 1t is my decision to approve the Grazing Preference Application and Preference Transfer Application
submitted by Dale Howell and issue said applicant a grazing authorization for use of the Lower Bissel Creek
Allotment #00162.

The 2008 continuing Resolution of the 2004 Omnibus Appropriations Bill (Public Law 108- 108) Section 325
through September 30, 2009 states in part “terms and conditions contained in the transferred permit shall continue in
effect under the renewed permit or lease until such time as the Seeretary of the Interior completes processing such
permit in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. Upon completion of the processing, the permit may
be canceled, suspended or modified, in whole or in part,”

Mitigation Measures/Other Remarks: None

Remarks: The grazing authorization being issued to Dale Howell will have an expiration date of December 31,
2018 and will have the same terms and conditions as the permit being transferred from Sill Family Trust #111145.
Sill Family Trust will be deleted from RAS and the permit file will be closed; a new file will be opened for Dale
Howell under authorization number 1102054,

e ——————
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Appeal:
Please be advised that 43 CFR Part 4 has been amended as of Januvary 9, 2004,

Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other person whose interest is adversely affected by the final decision may file an
appeal fin writing) in accordance with 43 CFR 4.470, and 4160 4. The appeal must be filed within 30 days
following receipt of the final decision, or within 30 days afler the date the proposed decision becomes final. The
appeal may be accompanied by a petition for a stay of the decision in accordance with 43 CFR 4,471, pending final
determination on appeal. The appeal and petition for a stay must be filed in the office of the authorized officer,
Rosemary Thomas, 3948 Development Avenue, Boise, Idaho 83705, The person/party must also serve a copy of the
appeal on the Office of the Solicitor, Field Solicitor-ULS. Department of the fntevior, University Plaza, 960
Broadway Avenne, Suwite S0, Boise, ldalo 83706 and person(s) named [43 CFR 4.421(h)] in the Capies sent to:
section of this decision.

The appeal shall state the reasons, clearly and concisely, why the appellant thinks the final decision is in error and
otherwise complies with the provisions of 43 CFR 4.470,

Should you wish to file a petition for a stay, see 43 CFR 4.471 (a) and (b). In accordance with 43 CFR 4.471(c), a
petition for a stay must show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1} The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.

{2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

(3} The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay,

As noted above, the petition for stay must be filed in the office of the authorized officer and serviced in accordance
with 43 CFR 4471,

Authorizing Official: mm\-ta— Date: cI"{/ ?AJ 9

Name: Rosemary Thomas
Title:  Four Rivers Field Manager

R —
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