Categorical Exclusion Review
LLS, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Boise District Office
Bruneau Field Otfice

Meyers Clay Mineral Material Sale

CF No: [D-120-2008-CE-360 Lease/Serial Case File No.: 1DI-35777

Purpose and Need Tor Action: Mr. Mevers has requested a mineral material sale for clay mincrals,

Deseription of Proposed Action: Surface mining ol ¢lay minerals from an open pitunder 5 acres of ol
disturbance.

Project Location: SENWSE Section 13, T. 6 5., R. 4 E. South of Highway 78 approximately 7 miles
northwest of Brunean, ldaho,
(Applicant (il any): Ray Meyers

Mart [ — Plan Conformance Heview

This proposed Action is subject to the following land use plan:
Date Plan Approved:

The proposed action is in conformance with the LUP, even though it is not specifically

provided lor, because it s clearly consistent with the following LUP decisioni(s) (objectives,

terms, and conditions)) Bruneau Management Framework Plan signed in 1983, Multiple Use Recommendation
M4 1 states that “Where economically Feasible limit the development of new sources and where practical and
economie allow private sales rom same sources. [ not leasible designate community pit for private sale arcas.”
Clay is not specilically mentioned.

Femarks:

Part Il - NEP'A Review

A Categorical Exclusion Review: This proposed action qualilies as a categorical exclusion under 516
DM TL2F(I0)  Disposal of mineral materials, such as sand, stone. gravel, pumice. pumicite. cinders,
and clay. i amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic vards or disturbing more than 5 acres, except in
riparian areas. Category deseription: Sale ol clay mineral material in amount not exceed 50,000 cubic
vards or exceed 5 acres ol surface disturbance.

-

B.  [Exeepnons Review (Departmental List of Extraordinary Circumstances Review): Review the 12
exceptions which apply to individual actions within categorical exclusion, Environmenial documents
(EA or EIS) must be prepared for any actions involving these exceptions. (The following
Departmental List of Extraordinary Cireumstances apply to individual actions, Departmental
instructions mandate that environmental documents MUST BE PREPARED for actions which may:
(Mark applicable answer for cach item. 11 "ves", prepare an EA/ELS and append this form o i)
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| List of Exceptions

Specialist Signature’Date

| Comments/ Exp.].:u-luiiun.

1. Have significam meui:ts on public
health or safety.

2. Have significant impacts on such
mitural resources and unigue
geographic characteristics as hisloric
or cultural resources; park, recreation,
or refuse lands; wilderness areas; wild
or seenie rivers; national natural
landmarks; sole or principal drinking
warler aquilers: prime farmlands:
wetlands { Executive Order 11990);
Noodplains (Execuive Order | 1U88);
mational monuments: migratory birds;
or ceologically sigmiticant or critical
areas. or is nol in compliance with the
Fish and Wildlife Coordinaton Act,

Ma significant impacis on public
health anucipated. Removal of clay
{rom hill side. allowed 1w drv. then
loaded into trucks for transport 1o
milling [acility. The clay material
does not readily break down to dust
sized particles unless milled. Dust
will not be a hazard.

The Orepon National Histarie trail
passes approximately within one mile
to the north of the site. [t wil! be
visible from the Trail, but this
threshold is within the policy of the
Boise District Oregon Trail
Management Plan. None of the ather
items listed will be affected by this
acuon,

3. Have highly controversial
covironmental effects or involve
unresolved conflicts conceming

N il fy e Tee v M e e St
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alternative uses ol available resources
NLEPA Section 102(2)I5)]. _ o ]
4. Have highly uncertain and Quarrying of elay does not involve
potentially significant environmental potentially significant covirovmental
elfects or involve unigque or unknown effects or unknown environmenial
environmental risks. risks. Removal and stockpiling of
topsoil and overburden lor use in
reclamation, quarrying of the clay
e : with bulldezer, loading into trucks for
transport involve relatively routine,
known actions that do not present any
= significant eflcet.
3. Eswablish a precedent for future Ve precedonts cier Beins 3 e der it Ty
actions or represent a decision in Yo't aorein Yearf crald 2 (e
principle about future actions with _ \ e enprtaaetnl Iy e dpetle;
potentially significant environmental i
elfects, . -
f. Have a direct relationship to other There 15 a community pit for clay
actions with individually insignificant, approximately two miles nonhwest of
but cumulatively significant ¢ this site. There are three sand and
environmental effecis, i J eravel pits within ten miles west of
: this site, there is a gravel pit
approximately seven miles north of
. o = this site, and another clay pit ten miles
T ——— E—— I S W ) A L N i
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north of this site. There are a further
three gravel pits between six and wen
miles south of the site. All ol these
sites are limited w less than lve acres

= ol surface disturbance. This accounts
for a cumulative 43 acres disturbed
) out of an excess ol 100 square miles,
7. Huove significant impacis on T c | The Oregon National Historie trail
properties listed or eligible lor listing g passes approximately within one mile
on the MNational Register ol Historic to the north of the site. It will be
Places as determined by either the visible from the Trail, but this
burcau or ollice. threshold is within the policy of the
Boise District Oregon Trail
- Management Plan. ==
8 Hove sigmificant impacts on Plants | Mo special status plant species or
spectes listed or proposed o be Jisted EL Hu]];..r Beck suitable habitat will be adverscly

on the List of Endangered or
I'reatened Species. or on designated
Critical Habatat for these species.

frr-._,--"

L

impacted as result of this project,

e
/s Helen Ulmschneider

Mo special stas animal species or
suitable habiat will be adversely
impacted as result ol this project.
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9. Violawe a Federal, State, local, or
tribal law or requirement imposed for
hg: g prolect l.mn ui lhu.' eny lI'Ul‘JIllL]'Il
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10, Have s ¢I1~.pm|m:lmnalel1.' high
and adverse ellect on low income or
minority populations (Executive Order
12898).

b

1. Limar access 1o and ceremomal use
of Indian sacred sies on Federal lands
by Indian religious practinoners or
stenificantly adversely affeet the
physical imegrity ol such sacred sites

{ Executive Order 13007).
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This action was presented 1o the
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes during Wings
and Roots consultation meetings, The
Tribes had no conments on the sale
as presented. fresent oo’ as dley o
7] arr‘-.‘-"'n*:-

[2. Contribute o the imtroduction,
continued existence, or spread of
noxious weeds or non-native invasive
species known to occur in the area or
actions that may promote the
introduction, growth. or expansion of
the range ol such specics (Federal
Noxious Weed Control Act and
Executive Order 13112),

Part of the supulations ol the sale
contract will be that the permiee will
be responsible for controlling noxious
weeds in the arca. Will be momiored
during annual compliance mspections
held by BLM personnel.
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I certifv that none of the Departmental exceptions (Extraordinary Circumstances) listed in the above Part 1T (516
Dt 2, t‘\ppcndix 2) apply to this action; therctore, this categorical exclusion is appropriate tor this siuation.
Remarks

Authorizing Official: é" M" ’}f M Date: sz 3X &?

MName: Amold Pike
|t!u. Bruneau Field Office Mun:ngur

Part 111 - Decision

| have reviewed this plan conformance and NEPA compliance record and have determined that the proposed
project is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further environmental analysis s required.
It 1 my decision to implement the project as described above, with the following stipulations:

1. The permittee will be required to post a reclamation bond sulficient to correet any disturbance until
reclamation is complete and accepted by BLM.

2. All wp soil and overburden will be stockpiled on site lor use in reclamation. Top soil will be seeded
with an approved seed mix to prevent erosion.

3. Noxious weed infestation will be the responsibility of the permitee to control. Control efforts will be
part of the required annual monitoring performed by BLM, Any infestations noted will be brought 1o
the attention of the permitee for prompi remediation.

4. Reclamation will consist of re-contouring the land 1o a natral land form using the stockpiled

everburden and topsoil. Onee the re-comouring is complete, an approved seed mix will be planted 1o

successlul germination.

At the completion of the permit, a close out inspection will be conducied by BLM 10 ensure that

reclamation has been completed 1o BLM specifications. Once a successful close oul inspection is

obtained, the reclamation bond will be released to the permitlee.

LA

Remarks: Tlis site 15 previously disturbed through a trespass action, case file # 1DI-36077. Operator was
misinformed ol land ownership status. Once it was brought to his attention that he was on federally managed
land, he voluntarily informed BLM of his action,

Appeals.

Except as provided in §83100.7-3(b). 3120.1-3, 3165.4, and 3427.2 of this title, any party adversely alfected by
a decision ol the authorized officer made p1|r~;1|1nt to the provisions of Group 3000 or Group 3100 of this ntle

shall have a right of appéal pursuantjo ﬁ;‘.n- I this title. |
W G

Authorizing Official: 4 Date: 4 / __?)/ a ,/

Name: Amold Pike

Title:  Bruneau Field OfMice Manager
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