Colorado BLM Oil and Gas NTL-89-1

Colorado NTL-89-1

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
COLORADO BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Notice to Lessee/ Operators of Federal Onshore G| and Gas Leases
Wthin the Jurisdiction of the Colorado State Ofice

NTL- CO-89-1

Changes in Lease Operations Due to the
Federal Onshore O | and Gas Leasi ng Reform Act of 1987

This notice is to informlessee/operators of the Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM requirenents that have been

devel oped in response to paragraph (d) "Notice of Reclanation of the Federal
Onshore G| and Gas Leasing Reform

Act of 1987 (herein referred to as the Leasing Reform Act).

Regul ati ons were issued to inplenment the Leasing Reform Act in the Federal
Regi ster June 17, 1988. Paragraph (d) of

the Act provides for (1) notification of the public at |east 30 days before
approving applications for permts to drill

(APD), (2) 30-day public notice of any substantial nodifications of |ease
terms, including stipulations issued with the

| ease, (3) posting of information/nodification in BLM offices, and the Surface
Managenent Agency (SMA) offices for

federal |eases |ocated under the jurisdiction of SMA other than BLM and (4)
approval of surface use plans by the

Forest Service (FS) for those surface operations on Forest | ands.

Qutlined bel ow are the procedures that will be followed for each | and category
for which an application is submtted.

1. BLM Admi ni stered Surface

Whenever an application for permt to drill/notice of staking (APD/ NOS) is
recei ved and/or whenever substantially
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nodi fying | ease terns for |lands with BLM surface-federal mnerals, the APD NOS

i nformation, and/or |ease term

nodi fication(s), shall be posted in the appropriate BLM area office and the BLM
approving office (if they are

separately located). The following information will be posted for public

I nspecti on.

a. conpany/ operator nane
b. Well nanme/ nunber

c. Well location (described to the nearest quarter, quarter section)
d. A map showing the location of the site will also be provided upon
request .

Itenms a. through c. and the nane of the appropriate BLMFS approving offices
will also be posted in the

Public Room at the BLM Col orado State O fice and on the Colorado Ol and Gas
Oper ati ons Honepage.

The BLM approving office is the office of record and that is where the 30 days

of public notice wll be
recorded. Operators should submt APDs to the approving office as in the
past. It will be the responsibility

of the BLMto insure public notice coordination with other offices.

If the | ease ternms nust be substantially nodified as a result of an application
or for any other reason, a

separate public notice of the nodification will be posted for 30 days. This
notice wll begin as of the date

the authorized officer (AO nmakes the determination to nodify the | ease term
Qperators are cautioned to

contact the approving BLM office as early as possible if they believe a | ease
termrelevant to their operation

needs nodification. Cdarification of "substantially nodified* may be obtai ned
fromthe approving office and

fromthe Resource Managenent Plan for the area in which the | ease is |ocated
(al so see 43 CFR 3101.1-4).

Resour ce Managenent Pl ans shoul d be consulted for additional information about
| easi ng sti pul ati ons,

environnmental inpacts and plans for other resources in the | ease area.

Al'l other procedures wll be as provided for in Onshore Ol and Gas O der
Nunber 1.

2. FS Adm ni stered Surface

When an application is for |ands adm nistered by the FS, the public nust be

gi ven 30 days notice by the FS

approving office as well as the BLM (The BLM approves the overall APD and the
FS approves the surface

use plan). The 30 days of public notice will end with the |ast conpl eted 30-

file:///U|/tempdocs/ntl-89-1a.htm (2 of 5)9/30/2004 10:15:04 AM



Colorado BLM Oil and Gas NTL-89-1

day period, whether that be at

either the BLM or FS approving office. In nost cases, the public notice
periods will run concurrently.

When the | ease terns nust be nodified, the public wll be given 30 days notice
of such nodifications (see

details in section 1 above). The nodification(s) nust be posted by the
approving office(s). The APD may

not be approved until the nodification(s) has been posted for public notice for
the full 30 days.

When applications are received for federal |eases |ocated on | ands under the
jurisdiction of the FS the

I nformati on/ nodi fication(s) shall be posted, as outlined above, in both the BLM
approving office and in the

FS office approving the surface-use plan. 1In order to expedite this process,

I nformation/ nodi fication(s) wll

be tel ephoned upon receipt by the BLMto the FS for immedi ate posting. The BLM
will also imrediately

forward copi es of the surface-use plan (13-point plan section of the APD) and
the drilling program wth al

proprietary information deleted, to the appropriate FS office by the fastest
nmeans. An operator nmay submt

an appropriate copy directly to the FS, as well as copies to the BLM to assure
tinmely posting of the public

notice. The FS will coordinate the onsite inspection and, as necessary,

i ncorporate surface mtigation

measures into the approval of the surface-use plan of operations. The BLM w ||
continue to have input at

onsite inspections to mtigate drilling concerns (e.g., pad |layout for drilling
i nto H2S zones, pit volunes for

well control, etc.). A decision letter approving or denying the surface-use
pl an of operations will be issued

by the FS. This decision will be sent to the appropriate BLM office by the FS
and worded such that it

beconmes effective upon the date the rest of the APD is approved or deni ed.

After receipt of the decision and

provi ded the posting requirenents have been net, the drilling program may be
approved or denied by the
BLM and the entire APD returned to the applicant. In nost cases, the

timeframes specified in Onshore
Order No. 1 should be net except where public notice requirenents conflict.

The FS will only inspect for and enforce those requirenments of their surface
use plan (i.e., access roads,

wat er bars, etc.). The BLMw Il inspect for and enforce all other requirenents
including the drilling, product

verification, and subsequent production operations (i.e., water disposal, neter
provings, etc.). Reclamation

will be nonitored by FS in accordance with the approved plan. More specific
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definition of roles and
responsibilities will be worked out between the FS Forest Supervisor and the
BLM Di strict Manager.

3. Surface Adnmi nistered by O her Federal Agencies

When APD/ NOS are received for federal |eases involving | ands under the
jurisdiction of a surface managi ng

agency (SMA) other than BLMor FS, the information/nodification(s) shall be
posted in both the approving

BLM of fi ce and the appropriate SVMA office. The 30 days wll be counted from
the date of posting in the

SMVA of fice.

4. Surface Owmed Privately or by the State of Col orado

Federal |eases with private or state surface need only have the information/
nodi fication(s) posted in the

BLM approving office. This will include private surface within federally
aut hori zed (one location) units and

conmuni ti zed areas.

5. | ndi an Lands

The Federal Onshore G| and Gas Leasing Reform Act of 1987 does not apply to
I ndi an | ands. Those
operations wll be handled as in the past.

6. Federally Omed Surface over Privately Owmed Mneral Estate

Since there would be no federal |ease or federally approved APD in these cases,
there woul d al so be no

requi rement for public posting. These approvals are under state governnent

aut hority.

Dat e: November 11, 1988 Si gnature: Tom WAl ker,
Associ ate State Director

News | Information | What We Do | Recreation | Directory | Offices | BLM Facts | Museum
Search | Browse | Home | FAQ's | Feedback | Disclaimer

www.co.blm.gov/oilandgas/ntl-89-1.htm Created by the Bureau of Land Management, Colorado
Last modified: December 3,1998 Point of Contact: colorado webmaster@co.blm.gov

file:///U|/tempdocs/ntl-89-1a.htm (4 of 5)9/30/2004 10:15:04 AM


file:///U|/news/news.htm
file:///U|/information.htm
file:///U|/whatwedo.htm
file:///U|/recreation.htm
file:///U|/directory.htm
file:///U|/offices.htm
file:///U|/blmfacts.htm
file:///U|/ahc/hmepge.htm
file:///U|/search/search.htm
file:///U|/browse/browse.htm
file:///U|/index.htm
file:///U|/faqs/faqs.htm
file:///U|/feedback/feedback.htm
file:///U|/disclaimer/disclaimer.htm
http://www.co.blm.gov/feedback/feedback.htm

Colorado BLM Oil and Gas NTL-89-1

Oil and Gas

NTL Page
« Home

Content:
sthompson@co.blm.gov

file:///U|/tempdocs/ntl-89-1a.htm (5 of 5)9/30/2004 10:15:04 AM


file:///U|/tempdocs/ntls.htm
file:///U|/tempdocs/ntls.htm
file:///U|/tempdocs/oilgas.htm
file:///U|/tempdocs/oilgas.htm
file:///U|/tempdocs/oilgas.htm

	Local Disk
	Colorado BLM Oil and Gas NTL-89-1


