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NEW ORLEANS ATTORNEY RECEI VES
33- MONTH SENTENCE FOR FRAUD COUNTS
| NCLUDI NG BANKRUPTCY FRAUD

NEW ORLEANS-- Betty L. Washington, a New Ol eans-area
attorney, was sentenced to 33 nonths in prison for multiple
counts of fraud, including bankruptcy fraud, on Jan. 20, 1999,
according to United States Trustee Janice Chenier Tayl or.

Washi ngton was al so sentenced to five years of supervised rel ease
followi ng her inprisonnment, and ordered to pay approxi mately
$5,000 in restitution.

Washi ngton was charged in July 1998 with bank fraud,
bankruptcy fraud, mail fraud, credit card fraud, making fal se
statenents on tax returns and | oan applications submtted to
financial institutions, and use of a false Social Security
nunber .

The bankruptcy fraud count arose fromthe fact that between
March 1992 and January 1995 she know ngly and fraudul ently
conceal ed, fromthe Chapter 7 trustee in her bankruptcy case and
fromher creditors, her right to receive legal fees froma
client.

In addition, as part of a scheme to obtain nore than $20, 000
i n autonobil e | oans, Washington attenpted to m slead a bank into
bel i evi ng her bankruptcy case had been concl uded.

On Sept. 18, 1998, after a trial in the District Court for
the Eastern District of Louisiana, a jury found Washington guilty
of eight of the 12 counts brought against her. She was acquitted
on the charges of mail fraud and credit card fraud.

Washi ngt on obt ai ned her | aw degree from Tul ane Uni versity



Law School in 1983 and was admtted to practice | aw that sane
year.

United States Trustee Taylor referred the case to United
States Attorney Eddie Jordan for prosecution, and the United
States Trustee’s O fice provided expert testinony regarding the
bankruptcy fraud counts.

The United States Trustee Programis a conponent of the
Justice Departnent that supervises the adm nistration of
bankruptcy cases nationwi de. Taylor is United States Trustee for
Regi on 5, which consists of Louisiana and M ssi ssippi.
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