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Monument Designation

June 15, 2006, President 
George W. Bush issued 
Proclamation 8031 
establishing the Monument

•defined the agencies 
responsible for management 
of the Monument

Presidential Proclamation 8031

James Watt Ocean Futures Society

•Specifies the 
development of a 
Monument 
Management Plan



•

 

The 15-year roadmap

•

 

The plan merges planning 
requirements of all agencies

•

 

The plan was released on April 22 
for 90 day public comment period

•

 

Held 9 public meetings in Hawai`i

 and 1 in Washington, D.C.

James Watt

Suzanne Canja

Monument Management Plan



Draft Monument Management Plan
Volume I

•

 

Introduction & Management Setting

•

 

Management Framework

•

 

22 Action Plans to address Management Needs

Volume II

•

 

Environmental Assessment 

Volume III

•

 

Reference documents (e.g. Proclamation 8031)

•

 

Permit Notification Policy

•

 

Draft Visitor Services Plan for Midway Atoll

•

 

Compatibility Determinations (CCP requirement)

Volume IV
•

 

Midway Atoll NWR Draft Conceptual Site Plan 



Management Plan Status

Public Comment Received

• 6,225 total letters and e-mails 

•

 

77 people testified at public 
meetings

•

 

Generated roughly 900 
comments. 

Respond to Comments

Revisions to Plan

Final Plan targeted for release 
before  2009.



January –

 

August 2008

 

--

 

more than 360 visitors 
have experienced the Monument at Midway Atoll

Field Highlights



Monument Accomplishments

Highlights:

•

 

Integrated joint 
permitting 

•

 

Coordinated research

•

 

Invasive species removal

•

 

Marine debris removal

•

 

Particularly Sensitive 
Sea Area designation

•

 

Enforcement actions

•

 

Proposed World 
Heritage nomination

Photo



Permits and Access

All activities within the monument 
require a permit

Permits issued in 6 categories:

•

 

Conservation and Management

•

 

Education

•

 

Native Hawaiian Practices

•

 

Research

•

 

Special Ocean Use

•

 

Recreation (Midway only)
James Watt



The Joint Permitting Process

Permit application received

Application posted

Application undergoes 
scientific and cultural reviews

Agency review and consultation

Issues addressed by applicant

MMB recommendation

State Land Board (when applicable)

Permit 
Denied

Ongoing

PCs consult 
with applicant 
to meet 
compliance 
requirements

PCs keep 
MMB 
informed of 
permit issues 
and status

Permit 
Granted



What Types of Activities have been  
Permitted? 

James Watt

Research:

• coral reefs

• birds, marine mammals, 

•insects, lobsters, sharks, 
marine algae

• habitat mapping

• maritime archaeology

Native Hawaiian 
Practices:

• cultural ceremony

Special Ocean Use:

•

 

Midway anniversary 
tours

•Filming



Permitted  Activities (cont’d)

James Watt

Conservation and Management:

•

 

general management

•

 

equipment maintenance

•

 

marine debris collection

Education:

•

 

educational videos

Recreation (Midway only):

•

 

historic/wildlife

http://www.moc.noaa.gov/hi/hi_newoffpic.jpg




Native Hawaiian practices

Activities under this 
permit type:

•Perpetuate traditional knowledge
•Care for and protect the 
environment
•Strengthen cultural and spiritual 
connections to the NWHI

(Proc. 8031)



Ancestral memory & indigenous knowledge

“He ali`i

 
ka `aina, He kaua

 
ke

 
kanaka.”

Land is the chief, Man is the servant
-`olelo no`eau



Lessons & Guiding Principles for 
incorporation of “TEK”

 
(PMNM/Hawai`i)

•Equally valid & deserves respect

•Utilitarian & “management-driven”

•Inclusive of “social”

 
and “physical”

 
sciences

•Inherently dynamic and adaptive

•Western scientific approaches alone aren’t 
enough

•Not a trend/ Cannot be tokenized

•Knowledge is place-based/ values transcend
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