
 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) was reauthorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment 

Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) to provide a voluntary conservation program for farmers and ranchers that promotes 

agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible national goals. EQIP offers financial and technical 

help to assist eligible participants install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural 

land. 

EQIP offers contracts with a minimum term that ends one year after the implementation of the last scheduled 

practices and a maximum term of ten years. These contracts provide incentive payments and cost-shares to 

implement conservation practices. Persons who are engaged in livestock or agricultural production on eligible land 

may participate in the EQIP program. EQIP activities are carried out according to an environmental quality incentives 

program plan of operations developed in conjunction with the producer that identifies the appropriate conservation 

practice or practices to address the resource concerns. The practices are subject to NRCS technical standards 

adapted for local conditions. The local conservation district approves the plan. 

EQIP may cost-share up to 75 percent of the costs of certain conservation practices. Incentive payments may be 

provided for up to three years to encourage producers to carry out management practices they may not otherwise 

use without the incentive. However, limited resource producers and beginning farmers and ranchers may be eligible 

for cost-shares up to 90 percent. Farmers and ranchers may elect to use a certified third-party provider for technical 

assistance. An individual or entity may not receive, directly or indirectly, cost-share or incentive payments that, in 

the aggregate, exceed $450,000 for all EQIP contracts entered during the term of the Farm Bill. 

EQIP Sign-up Information is Now On-Line! 

EQIP Sign-up information is now available online. Click on the State where your farm or ranching interest is located. 

This will take you to the application information for that State, the official ranking criteria used to evaluate your 

application, and a link to the form CCC-1200, Application for Participation and/or Contract. 

• State EQIP Application Information, 2005  
• State EQIP Application Information, 2004  For Archival Purposes Only  
• State EQIP Application Information, 2003  For Archival Purposes Only  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/ 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2005_EQIP/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2004_EQIP/2004_EQIP.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2003%20EQIP%20Signup/2003_EQIP.html


 
EQIP National Priorities Comments   NEW!
EQIP National Listening Session Recording
EQIP National Listening Session Transcript
 

These documents require Adobe Acrobat Reader 

 
Forms Needed to Sign-up: 

CCC-1200, Conservation Program Contract 

CCC-1200A, Appendix to the Contract, EQIP Special Contract Provisions Updated 04/08/05 

Calidad Ambiental, (EQIP, por sus siglas en Inglés) Updated 04/13/05 

 
Forms Needed for Conservation Planning 

AD-1155, Conservation Plan and Schedule of Operations

AD-1155A, Conservation Plan and Schedule of Operations

AD-1156, Conservation Plan and Schedule of Operations
USDA Service Center EForms Web Site - for instructions and information  

 
EQIP Rules and Notices with Supporting Documents 

Federal Register Notice which includes National Listening Session and requests for Public Comments  by June 5, 
2005  

Proposed Rule, 7 CFR Part 1466

Notice of Final Rule

Final Rule

Summary of the Proposed Rule

Summary of the Final Rule

Economic Analysis

Civil Rights Analysis

Environmental Risk Assessment
Environmental Assessment and FONSI

 
Additional Information 

• Livestock Emphasis Action Plan  
• Policy - 440-V-CPM, Part 515  

 
Program Information by Fiscal Year 

May 21, 2004 EQIP Memorandum:  Questions and Answers  

April 20, 2004 EQIP Memorandum:  FSA and NRCS Responsibilities

February 26, 2003 EQIP Memorandum: FSA and NRCS Responsibilities

August 28, 2002 EQIP Memorandum: FSA and NRCS Responsibilities

 
Success Stories 

• 2001 Program Year State Summaries  
 
Program Contact 
David Webster, EQIP Specialist, 202-720-5742 
Edward Brzostek, EQIP Specialist, 202-720-1834 
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/documents.asp?type=acrobat
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2004_EQIP/ccc1200_070303.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipccc1200app4805.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipappendixccc1200spanish0305 .pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1155.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1155A.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1156.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipfednotice32305.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_PR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/7CFR1466_EQIPFinal.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/pdf/03-13024.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_PSm.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/EQIPRLSm.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_EA_finals/FINAL_BC_Analysis.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_EA_finals/FY2002_EQIP_CRIA-final-051203.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_RA_121002.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/Joint Memo - FY2004 questions and answers.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/Joint Memo - FY 2004 Resp revised as signed.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/memo signed FSA and NRCS tasks 2003.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/memo 3 signed - FSA and NRCS tasks 2002.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqippost.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipnationalsession5605.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqiplisteningsessiontranscript.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/documents.asp?type=acrobat
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2004_EQIP/ccc1200_070303.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipccc1200app4805.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipappendixccc1200spanish0305%20.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1155.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1155A.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/Forms/AD1156.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqipfednotice32305.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_PR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/7CFR1466_EQIPFinal.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/pdf/03-13024.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_PSm.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/EQIPRLSm.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_EA_finals/FINAL_BC_Analysis.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_EA_finals/FY2002_EQIP_CRIA-final-051203.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP_RA_121002.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Env_Assess/EQIP/EQIP.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/leap.html
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/M/M_440_515.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/Joint%20Memo%20-%20FY2004%20questions%20and%20answers.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/Joint%20Memo%20-%20FY%202004%20Resp%20revised%20as%20signed.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/memo%20signed%20FSA%20and%20NRCS%20tasks%202003.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/memo%203%20signed%20-%20FSA%20and%20NRCS%20tasks%202002.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/State_Summaries/summary.html
mailto:david.webster@wdc.usda.gov?subject=EQIP
mailto:edward.brzostek@wdc.usda.gov
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