Flood Safety Awareness Week – Talking Points

Every year during National Flood Safety Awareness Week (March 16-20), the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) educates Americans about how floods occur and what residents can do to safeguard their lives and property. 

· This year FEMA is partnering with NOAA to introduce flood insurance as an important element in flood preparation and protection.
· FloodSmart’s partnership with NOAA will not only educate people about the risk, but will also provide information on the financial costs of flooding, how to get a policy, and in the unfortunate situation where you are flooded, how to recover. 

· Consumers/media can access the Flood Safety Awareness Week landing page at [insert link] to view an interactive map showing the scope, cause and magnitude of U.S. flooding in their communities/state or nearby. 

Floods can happen anywhere, and are more common than you might think.

· Where it can rain it can flood.

· Floods are consistently the most common, costly and deadly natural disaster Americans face each year—ninety percent of all natural disasters in the nation involve flooding. 

· From hurricanes to snow melt, mudflows to ice jam floods, floods can impact every region of the county.  No part of the U.S. is a stranger to the risks and impact of flooding. 

Flooding is a major concern everywhere in the U.S. but especially for the Midwest in the spring. 

· The Midwest is at a heightened flood risk during the spring and summer months as warm days, heavy rains and severe storms sweep across the region.
· Ice melts and breaks apart rapidly, causing ice jams that result in major flooding. And heavy storms drop significant rains in dry areas that cannot absorb the water.

· Melting of heavy snowpack from the past winter can overwhelm local rivers and streams, stress levees and increase the flood threat throughout the spring and well into summer – this year’s heavy snowfall increases the overall risk of flooding to the region.
This is the time to consider your risk and purchase flood insurance.

· Most homeowners insurance does not cover floods. Only flood insurance financially protects your home and your personal property from floods. 

· Just a few inches of water can cause tens of thousands of dollars in damage, destroying homes, businesses, and wiping out personal savings should a resident NOT have flood insurance.

· Flood insurance compensates policyholders for all covered losses, and as opposed to a disaster loan, there is no payback requirement. 

· The average flood insurance premium is approximately $500 a year. 

· Once purchased, there is typically a 30-day waiting period for the policy to become effective. 

You can purchase flood insurance no matter what your flood risk is.

· You can purchase flood insurance as long as your community participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

· You are eligible for flood insurance if your house has been flooded before, and you can purchase it even if your mortgage doesn't require it. 

You may be eligible for a lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy if you live in a low- or moderate-risk area. 

· Twenty to 25 percent of all flood insurance claims come from low- to moderate-risk areas. 
· For just $119 a year, you can purchase a minimum of $20,000 building and $8,000 contents coverage for your home. 

· Business owners can purchase $50,000 building coverage and $50,000 contents coverage (per building) for just $550 per year. 

FEMA's NFIP offers flood insurance coverage in communities that agree to adopt and enforce strict floodplain management statutes to effectively reduce their flood risks. 

· More than 20,600 communities across the country now participate in the program. 

· The rigorous building practices adopted and enforced by participating communities are saving the Nation more than $1.1 billion a year in prevented flood damages. 

· Flood insurance ensures that Americans have proper financial protection against the devastating effects of flooding, without having to rely on post-disaster grants or emergency assistance. 

The FloodSmart campaign, launched in 2004, is a direct-response campaign that encourages people to contact their insurance agent, visit FloodSmart.gov and/or call the 1-800 number/call center to learn how they can protect their home and property from floods, including buying flood insurance. 

· Since the campaign's launch, the NFIP has seen the longest consecutive policy growth period in its history. More than 5 million policies are currently in force – representing over $1 trillion worth of coverage. 

· Clearly the campaign’s efforts to educate the public are helping many individuals make the right choice about preparing for, and protecting themselves against, flooding.  However, these efforts must only continue as many remain unprotected.

