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Science Expertise
Kristin H. Berry, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Biologist 

• Demography and population trends in desert tor-
toises

• Health and diseases of desert tortoises
• Anthropogenic effects on desert tortoise popula-

tions and critical habitats
• Short- and long-term changes in Mojave and Colo-

rado desert ecosystems
USGS WERC Box Springs Field Station
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos 
Moreno Valley, CA 92553
Phone: 909.697.5361   Fax: 909.697.5299   
Email: kristin_berry@usgs.gov

William I. Boarman, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Biolo-
gist; Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Biol-
ogy, University of California, Riverside

• Behavioral ecology and conservation biology
• Ecology of subsidized predators
• Ecological impacts of roads
• Ornithology

USGS WERC San Diego Field Station
5745 Kearny Villa Rd., Suite M 
San Diego, CA 92123
Phone: 858.637.6880   Fax: 858.974.3563   
Email: william_boarman@usgs.gov

Erin E. Boydston, Ph.D., Research Ecologist
• Carnivore ecology
• Animal behavior and conservation

USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie 
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4504   Fax: 702.564.46 00   
Email: eboydston@usgs.gov

Matthew L. Brooks, Ph.D., Research Botanist 
• Fire ecology
• Invasive plant ecology
• Effects of anthropogenic disturbance

USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4615   Fax: 702.564.4600  
Email: matt_brooks@usgs.gov

Michael L. Casazza, M.S., Wildlife Biologist
• Sage grouse ecology
• Bird capture and handling
• Telemetry (radio)
• Migratory waterfowl

USGS Dixon Field Station
6924 Tremont Road 
Dixon, California 95620 
Phone: 707.678.0682 x629   Fax: 707.678.5039   
Email: mike_casazza@usgs.gov

Lesley A. DeFalco, Ph.D., Research Plant Ecologist
• Physiological ecology of desert plants
• Invasive and native plant interactions
• Ecological restoration of disturbed arid ecosystems

USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4507   Fax: 702.564.4600   
Email: lesley_defalco@usgs.gov

Todd C. Esque, Ph.D., Research Ecologist
• Conservation biology
• Plant-animal interactions
• Disturbance and restoration ecology in arid ecosys-

tems
USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4506   Fax: 702.564.4600   
Email: todd_esque@usgs.gov
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James A. Estes, Ph.D., Research Ecologist; Research 
Associate and Adjunct Professor, Biology Department, 
Environmental Studies Department, and Institute of 
Marine Sciences, University of California, Santa Cruz

• Sea otter population biology
• Historical ecology
• Community ecology
• Marine conservation ecology

USGS WERC Santa Cruz Field Station
Long Marine Laboratory, UCSC 
100 Shaffer Road
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Phone: 831.459.2820   Fax: 831.459.2249   
Email: jim_estes@usgs.gov

Gary M. Fellers, Ph.D., Research Biologist 
• Ecology of western amphibians
• Ecology of island populations of reptiles
• Ecology of bats
• Standardized survey techniques for amphibians
• Inventory and monitoring techniques for amphib-

ians, reptiles, and mammals
USGS WERC Point Reyes Field Station
Point Reyes National Seashore
Point Reyes, CA 94956-9799 
Phone: 415.464.5185   Fax: 415.663.0469   
Email: gary_fellers@usgs.gov

Robert N. Fisher, Ph.D., Research Zoologist; Research 
Professor of Biology, San Diego State University

• Herpetology, including declining species
• Conservation biology
• Monitoring program design for vertebrates
• Reserve design

USGS WERC San Diego Field Station
5745 Kearny Villa Rd., Suite M 
San Diego, CA 92123
Phone: 858.637.6882   Fax: 858.974.3563   
Email: rfisher@usgs.gov

Joseph P. Fleskes, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Biologist
• Migratory waterfowl
• Avian ecology
• Bird capture and handling
• Landscape ecology
• Ornithology
• Telemetry (radio)
• Wetland ecology

USGS Dixon Field Station
6924 Tremont Road 
Dixon, California 95620 
Phone: 707.678.0682 x628   Fax: 707.678.5039   
Email: joe_fleskes@usgs.gov

Roger L. Hothem, M.S., Wildlife Biologist
• Contaminants
• Ecological implications of contaminants
• Ecotoxicology
• Avian ecology
• Wildlife management

USGS Dixon Field Station
6924 Tremont Road 
Dixon, California 95620
Phone: 707.678.0682 x626   Fax: 707.678.5039
Email: roger_hothem@usgs.gov

Jon E. Keeley, Ph.D., Research Ecologist; Adjunct 
Professor, Department of Organism Biology, Ecology 
and Evolution, University of California, Los Angeles

• Fire ecology
• Invasive plant ecology
• Chaparral and forest ecology
• Watershed ecology

USGS WERC Sequoia and Kings Canyon Field Station
47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, CA 93271-9651
Phone: 559.565.3170   Fax: 559.565.3177   
Email: jon_keeley@usgs.gov

Barbara E. Kus, Ph.D., Research Ecologist; Research 
Professor of Biology, San Diego State University

• Avian ecology
• Endangered species management and conservation
• Community ecology of riparian birds
• Riparian habitat restoration

USGS WERC San Diego Field Station
5745 Kearny Villa Rd., Suite M 
San Diego, CA 92123
Phone: 858.637.6881   Fax: 858.974.3563   
Email: barbara_kus@usgs.gov
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Kevin D. Lafferty, Ph.D., Marine Biologist; Adjunct 
Professor, Department of Ecology, Evolution and Ma-
rine Biology, University of California, Santa Barbara

• Community ecology
• Parasite ecology

USGS WERC Channel Islands Field Station
Marine Science Institute
University of California
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
Phone: 805.893.8778   Fax: 805.893.8062   
Email: klafferty@usgs.gov

Kathleen M. Longshore, Ph.D., Research Wildlife 
Ecologist

• Behavior and ecology of desert bighorn sheep
• Ecology and conservation of threatened and endan-

gered species
• Impact of anthropogenic disturbance on wildlife 

species
USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4505   Fax: 702.564.4600   
Email: longshore@usgs.gov

Mary Ann Madej, Ph.D., Research Geologist; Adjunct 
Professor, Humboldt State University

• Geomorphology
• Watershed restoration
• Erosion/sediment transport
• Ecological monitoring
• Riparian ecology
• Disturbance ecology

USGS WERC Redwood Field Station
1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521
Phone: 707.825.5148   Fax: 707.822.8441   
Email: mary_ann_madej@usgs.gov

A. Kathryn McEachern, Ph.D., Plant Ecologist
• Rare plant demography
• Plant community ecology
• Weedy species ecology
• Ecosystem monitoring

USGS WERC Channel Islands Field Station
1901 Spinnaker Drive
Ventura, CA 93001-4354
Phone: 805.658.5753   Fax: 805.658.5798   
Email: kathryn_mceachern@usgs.gov

Philip A. Medica, M.S., Wildlife Biologist
• Habitat conservation plan coordination
• Desert tortoise ecology and natural history
• Ecology and population dynamics of desert lizards 

and small mammals
USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4573   Fax: 702.564.4600   
Email: pmedica@usgs.gov

A. Keith Miles, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist
• Ecotoxicology
• Invertebrate ecology
• Nearshore marine ecology
• Contaminants

USGS WERC Davis Field Station
278 Kerr Hall, University of California
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616-5224
Phone: 530.752.5365   Fax: 530.752.8561   
Email: keith_miles@usgs.gov

Michael R. Miller, M.S., Research Wildlife Biologist
• Agro-ecology
• Avian ecology
• Bioenergetics
• Wetland ecology
• Waterfowl population dynamics
• Telemetry (radio/satellite)

USGS Dixon Field Station
6924 Tremont Road 
Dixon, California 95620 
Phone: 707.678.0682 x618   Fax: 707.678.5039   
Email: michael_r_miller @usgs.gov

Kenneth E. Nussear, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Biologist
• Physiological ecology of desert reptiles
• Environmental and physiological constraints on 

desert tortoise ecology
• Conservation biology

USGS WERC Las Vegas Field Station
160 N. Stephanie
Henderson, NV 89074
Phone: 702.564.4515   Fax: 702.564.4600   
Email: knussear@usgs.gov
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Steven E. Schwarzbach, Ph.D., Assistant Director
• Environmental toxicology
• Avian reproduction
• Mercury bioaccumulation
• San Francisco Bay ecosystem

USGS WERC Headquarters
3020 State University Dr. East
Modoc Hall
3rd Floor, Room 3006
Sacramento, CA 95819
Phone: 916.278.9490   Fax: 916.278.9475
Email: steven_schwarzbach@usgs.gov

Nathan L. Stephenson, Ph.D., Research Ecologist
• Global change ecology
• Fire ecology
• Forest ecology

USGS WERC Sequoia and Kings Canyon Field Station
47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, CA 93271-9651
Phone: 559.565.3176   Fax: 559.565.3177   
Email: nstephenson@usgs.gov

John Y. Takekawa, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Biologist
• Ecology of migratory waterbirds
• San Francisco Bay ecosystem
• Radio and satellite telemetry

USGS WERC San Francisco Bay Estuary Field Station
P.O. Box 2012 
1408 Mesa Road 
Vallejo, CA 94592
Phone: 707.562.2000   Fax: 707.562.3001   
Email: john_takekawa@usgs.gov

Jan W. van Wagtendonk, Ph.D., Research Forester
• Fire ecology
• Forest ecology
• Geographic information systems
• Wilderness ecology

USGS Yosemite Field Station
P.O. Box 700
El Portal, CA 95318
Phone: 209.379.1306   Fax: 209.379.1116   
Email: jan_van_wagtendonk@usgs.gov

Glenn D. Wylie, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist
• Herpetology
• Wetland ecology
• Radio telemetry (snakes)

USGS Dixon Field Station
6924 Tremont Road 
Dixon, California 95620 
Phone: 707.678.0682 x616   Fax: 707.678.5039   
Email: glenn_wylie@usgs.gov


