
While Asians or Pacific Islanders Were the 
Most Mobile Owners, Native Americans Were 
the Most Mobile Renters
Percent of metro area householders who were recent 
movers, by tenure, race, and Hispanic origin:  1990

All
householders

White

Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin

Note:  Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

10%

41%

9%

42%

8%

36%

12%

51%

17%

46%

13%

42%

Owners
Renters
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Metro Area Rankings by Movers and Stayers
(Metro areas with 1 million or more persons)

All MA’s with 1 million or more persons 21.7% 7.9%

Anaheim – Santa Ana, CA  PMSA 25.9% 14 2.8% 44
Atlanta, GA  MSA 26.7% 11 4.4% 37
Baltimore, MD  MSA 18.6% 35 10.9% 8
Bergen – Passaic, NJ  PMSA 13.8% 44 14.6% 2
Boston, MA  PMSA 17.8% 37 11.7% 5

Charlotte – Gastonia – Rock Hill,
NC – SC  MSA 21.6% 28 9.6% 14

Chicago, IL  PMSA 19.5% 33 8.4% 19
Cincinnati, OH – KY – IN  PMSA 20.0% 31 8.8% 17
Cleveland, OH  PMSA 16.1% 39 11.1% 7
Columbus, OH  MSA 23.7% 20 6.8% 25

Dallas, TX  PMSA 30.8% 1 4.4% 37
Denver, CO  PMSA 27.2% 9 4.7% 36
Detroit, MI  PMSA 17.0% 38 10.0% 12
Fort Lauderdale – Hollywood – 

Pompano Beach, FL PMSA 23.4% 23 2.3% 46
Fort Worth – Arlington, TX  PMSA 29.3% 7 5.4% 32

Houston, TX  PMSA 29.4% 5 5.0% 34
Indianapolis, IN  MSA 23.2% 24 7.4% 24
Kansas City, MO – KS  MSA 22.3% 26 7.8% 21
Los Angeles – Long Beach, CA  PMSA 24.1% 19 6.4% 29
Miami – Hialeah, FL  PMSA 25.0% 16 3.7% 40

Middlesex – Somerset – 
Hunterdon, NJ  PMSA 16.0% 40 11.4% 6

Milwaukee, WI  PMSA 19.9% 32 10.1% 11
Minneapolis – St. Paul, MN – WI  MSA 21.5% 29 7.8% 21
Nassau – Suffolk, NY  PMSA 10.6% 46 14.1% 3
New Orleans, LA  MSA 21.1% 30 9.5% 15

New York, NY  PMSA 14.2% 43 9.5% 15
Newark, NJ  PMSA 15.0% 41 10.9% 8
Norfolk – Virginia Beach – 

Newport News, VA  MSA 26.7% 11 6.6% 27
Oakland, CA  PMSA 23.5% 22 6.8% 25
Orlando, FL  MSA 30.6% 2 3.3% 42

Philadelphia, PA – NJ  PMSA 14.8% 42 13.6% 4
Phoenix, AZ  MSA 29.6% 4 2.8% 44
Pittsburgh, PA  PMSA 13.3% 45 19.2% 1
Portland, OR  PMSA 25.3% 15 6.6% 27
Riverside – San Bernardino, CA  PMSA 29.4% 5 3.2% 43

Rochester, NY  MSA 18.7% 34 10.5% 10
Sacramento, CA  MSA 28.3% 8 5.0% 34
Salt Lake City – Ogden, UT  MSA 24.5% 17 8.7% 18
San Antonio, TX  MSA 26.0% 13 7.6% 23
San Diego, CA  MSA 30.2% 3 4.0% 39

San Francisco, CA  PMSA 22.0% 27 8.4% 19
San Jose, CA  PMSA 24.3% 18 5.1% 33
Seattle, WA  PMSA 27.2% 9 5.7% 30
St. Louis, MO – IL  MSA 18.3% 36 10.0% 12
Tampa – St. Petersburg – 

Clearwater, FL  MSA 23.6% 21 3.7% 40
Washington, DC – MD – VA  MSA 22.8% 25 5.6% 31

Data for Smaller MA’s
Due to space constraints, the table above contains data only for the 46
largest metro areas. However, the information we show in it is available
at a small charge for all 335 metropolitan areas. To order these printouts,
call Myra Washington (301–763–8553).

Recent movers Stayers

Percent
of all
households Rank

Percent
of all
households Rank
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Housing Costs Were High for Recent Movers
Median selected monthly owner costs for specified mortgaged owners
and median gross rent for specified renters in metro areas:  1990

All
owners

Recent mover
owners

Note:  Selected monthly owner costs include mortgages, real estate taxes, prop-
erty insurance, and utilities and fuels. Gross rent includes contract rent and utilities
and fuels.  Specified owners were those in one-family houses on a property of
less than 10 acres with no business or commercial establishment.  Specified
renters were all except those in one-family houses on places of 10 acres or more.

Owner costs

$789

$949

All
renters

Recent mover
renters

Gross rent

$474

$497

Workers Were More Commonplace in 
Recent Mover Households
Percent of households in metro areas, by number of 
workers in household:  1990

No workers

1 worker

Around half of recent mover households had
more than one worker ....

No workers

1 worker

.... and about half of all stayer households had no workers.

2 or more
workers

2 or more
workers

10%

40%

49%

51%

29%

19%
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Were We as a Nation More Mobile in 1990 Than 
We Were 30 Years Earlier?
Recent movers as a percentage of all owner and 
renter householders:  1960–1990

1960

1970

1980

1990

Note:  Because of changes in metro area definitions between 1960 and 1990,
the data shown in this graph are for all householders (both metro and nonmetro).

For renters, the answer was yes ....

1960

1970

1980

1990

.... but for owners, it was no.

38.4%

39.8%

42.4%

41.6%

12.2%

10.8%

11.8%

9.4%
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