
January 2 7 ,  1986 

P r o f e s s o r  Georgio Dsrriardi 
Laboratoire de Genet ique M o l e c u l a i r e  
'Lrniversire Paria V L I ,  Tocr 43 
2 ,  p l a c e  J u s s i e u  
75251 P a r i s  Ccdex OS 
FRAi4CE 

Dear Giorg io :  

I am rea l ly  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  w r i t e  and slay t h a t  I cannot  accept the 
i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  meeting i n  Crete i n  Sep tenbe r .  The program looks very 
e x c i t i n g  and unusual  and I would very  much l i k e  t o  be a b l e  to p a r t i c i p a t e .  
A l s o ,  I have been hoping far an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet Mikfos, and t h i s  would 
have been a f i n e  one. F i n a l l y ,  of c o u r s e  Crete would be  marvelous at  t h a t  
t i m e  of year. But ,  we have planned fo r  a long time to go d i r e c t l y  frsn the  
FEBS meeting i n  B e r l i n  a t  the  end of August to  v i s i t  w i t h  Amy, who w i l l  be 
spend ing  a year i n  the midd le  east  working 011 h e r  d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s .  I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  she will have been i n  I s t a n b u l  from Kay on and she and Dan and I 
a r e  c o u n t i n g  on a v i s i t  i n  Turkey. Thank you very much €or  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  

Thus f a r  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i d e n t i € y  a polypeptide encoded by the LINE-l 
sequence i n  t e r a t o c a r c i n o m a  c e l l s  have y i e l d e d  no th ing .  Fforeover , the cDNA 
c l o n e s  from the polyA-cytoplasmic RMA from those c e l l s  look t o  be almost, 
though no t  q u i t e ,  as b i g  a mixture of sequences 88 t h e  genomic J,XNE-l 
sequencers. They are a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b s e t  of the genomic sequences ,  b u t  n a t  a l l  
of them a r e  cod ing  as some have stop codons and o t h e r  breaks i n  the opeii 
r e a d i n g  Erame. But some may w e l l  be open throughout  and we are now t r y i n g  to 
make improved a n t i b o d i e s  w i t h  long p o l y p p r i d e s  made from the c D N A ' s  i n  E. 
c o l i .  It i s  t u r n i n g  o u t  t o  be quite a etruggle .  

With best wishes t o  you and G a b r i e l l a  and t he  c h i l d r e n .  We t h i n k  often of 
your son i n  South A f r i c a  and wonder how t h i n g s  are go ing  wi th  him d u r i n g  t h e s e  
d i f f i c u l t  days. 

S i n c  ere l y  

ffaxine S i n g e r  


