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In June 2008 the Government of Canada has committed over US$ 760,000 through the “ecoENERGY for 
Renewable Heat” program to various solar energy projects and regions in Canada. The contributions will support 
up to 20 percent of the total cost of purchase and installation of solar water heating systems. The entire program 
is aimed at increasing the use of renewable thermal energy by industry, commercial businesses, institutions, and 
consumers. The increased demand for solar systems offers lucrative export and business opportunities for U. S. 
companies.

Market Demand

On June 20, 2008 the Government of Canada has committed US$ 460,000 through the ecoENERGY for 
Renewable Heat program to the Okanagan–Shuswap Solar Project, which will support the installation of solar 
water heating systems in 470 new homes in Kelowna, BC. The announcement is available online at:
Government of Canada Supports Solar Water Heating for New Homes in the Central Okanagan.

On June 10, 2008 the Government of Canada has committed US$ 306,000 to support the Sustainable Ottawa 
Community Energy Co-operative's Solar H2Ottawa program, covering 250 solar domestic water heating systems. 
Additional grants from the ecoENERGY Retrofit program and from the Province of Ontario are available. The 
announcement is available online at: Government of Canada Supports Solar Water Heating for Ottawa Homes.

The “ecoENERGY for Renewable Heat” program is a four-year, US$ 35 million investment to increase the use of 
renewable thermal energy and runs from April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2011. The program offers incentives to 
purchaser of solar heating systems in industrial/commercial/institutional sector and is estimated that, by 2011, will 
have supported installations of solar systems in about 700 buildings. More information available online at:
ecoENERGY for Renewable Heat.

In addition, pilot projects conducted with energy utilities, energy service companies and non-governmental 
organizations will explore ways of making solar water heating systems more accessible and will drive the demand 
for solar energy systems, both for PV elements as well as for PV modules, and panels.

Market Data

An overview of the solar energy potential with the photovoltaic estimates is available on Natural Resources 
Canada website at: Photovoltaic potential and solar resource maps of Canada. 

Based on Statistics Canada data for photosensitive semiconductor and photovoltaic cells, total imports of 
solar cells was estimated at US$ 47 Million in 2007. The import of U.S solar cells was estimated at US$ 
24.5 million in 2007, of which almost 60 percent are assembled in modules and panels. After an initial 
decline at the beginning of 2007, in the last 12 months ending May 2008 the import of solar cells was 
almost 10 percent up compared with the same period previous year. 
 
The total Canadian market for solar energy systems is much higher when counting the supply and 
installation of full equipment and completion of projects at general contractor level. 
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http://ecoaction.gc.ca/ecoenergy-ecoenergie/heat-chauffage/index-eng.cfm
http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/media/newcom/2008/200842-eng.php
http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/media/newcom/2008/200845-eng.php
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Opportunities for U.S. Companies 
The Canadian market increased demand offers lucrative opportunities for U.S manufacturers of solar energy 
systems. The best prospects are for Solar Cells Assembled Into Modules Or Panels (HS code 8541406020) and 
for Solar Cells, Not Made Into Panels Or Modules (HS code 8541406030).

There are over 250 Canadian companies involved in the manufacturing, assembling and installing of solar energy 
systems. The Canadian Solar Industries Association (CanSIA) is the organization representing the industry and 
it’s website is www.cansia.ca

The CanSIA Annual Conference 2008, Toronto, Dec. 8-9, 2008 represents a major industry event, and will include 
also a trade show (Solar Showcase). Details available online at: 2008 Solar Conference.

The U.S. Commercial Service provides U.S. firms with a wide range of cost effective business development 
services in Canada, including market research, corporate matchmaking and assistance with finding agents and 
distributors.  With professionally staffed offices throughout Canada, we help U.S. firms promote their products and 
services and realize their full export potential.

To obtain similar reports on a variety of industry sectors/topics – Send us an e-mail/give us a call!  The 
U.S. Commercial Service in Canada, with six offices and numerous Sector Specialists, regularly publishes 
similar reports on business opportunities, product analysis, regulatory requirements, industry market 
analysis and research on a variety of industry sectors and topics that highlight/identify export 
opportunities for U.S. companies.  Call us for an updated list of our pre-packaged analysis on your 
industry sector or let us know your needs.  We will be happy to customize reports for your products and 
services based on your goals and objectives.

To access CS Canada’s list of industry specialist with responsibility for other major sectors, visit
http://www.buyusa.gov/canada/en/3.html.

When you think of exporting, Think Canada First!
Visit our website at www.BuyUSA.gov/Canada

For More Information 

The U.S. Commercial Service in Toronto, Canada can be contacted via e-mail at: Stefan.Popescu@mail.doc.gov;
Phone: +1 416 - 595 5412 ext 223; Fax: +1 416 - 595 5419; or visit our website: www.BuyUSA.gov/Canada

The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help U.S. 
companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist in the 
U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac.

Comments and Suggestions: We welcome your comments and suggestions regarding this market research. 
You can e-mail us your comments/suggestions to: Customer.Care@mail.doc.gov.  Please include the name of 
the applicable market research in your e-mail.  We greatly appreciate your feedback.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice.

International copyright, U.S. Department of Commerce, 2008. All rights reserved outside of the United States.
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