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tal Industry in British Columbia

ental industry in British Columbia is comprised of over 1,350 companies generating US$ 2.3
nues.  The sector includes: environmental construction, recycling, and solid and hazardous 
ement, consulting services, water and wastewater goods and services, renewable energy, 
nd noise control, analytical services and green building and sustainable urban planning. 

 focus on pollution prevention is spurring more energy-efficient and cleaner technologies for 
 the primary resource, manufacturing, energy and service sectors. BC’s environmental
 evolved into a complex and rapidly changing network of sectors no longer focused on “end-
ions to treat pollutants released into the air, soil or water. The sector now includes an 
ay of engineering, analytical and design services designed to help business incorporate 
l considerations into their production processes.  

ssessment of the water/wastewater industry concluded that BC has the potential to become 
r in this area. Over 330 companies are involved in the manufacture of small to medium-
nd wastewater treatment systems; storm water management; and groundwater remediation 

use technologies. Demand in these markets will be fuelled by emerging water shortages, the 
 of water quality due to population growth, industrialization, lack of adequate sewage 
 excessive use of agricultural pesticides and fertilizers.

cts/Services

ost promising opportunity segments in environmental technology and related sectors are:

e energy systems and associated technologies including: 
ells and clean fuel technologies
l scale hydro
ass co-generation systems

vironmental management systems including:
aminated site remediation and brown field reclamation
n building design, technologies and products
ning for Sustainable communities and integrated environmental solutions
n environmental management systems

ste water technologies, services and solutions

orate needs having particular significance for environment-related technology development 
:

nologies and services that increase energy efficiency, particularly in industrial processes;
-effective alternative energy sources such as applications for biomass or industry-specific 
l hydro, wind and solar applications;
efficiency technologies that enhance production and reduce transportation and other costs, 
icularly for energy-intensive industries such as forestry and mining);
native fuel technologies for the transportation sector.
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Opportunities for US firms

US companies can often times be most effective by working with Canadian environmental companies in 
some form of business alliance such as a strategic alliance.  In addition, since many “standard” 
environmental services are already widely available in Canada, it is important to focus on specific value-
added technologies and products that will be competitive in this market.

For More Information

The U.S. Commercial Service in Vancouver, Canada can be contacted via e-mail at: 
Cheryl.Schell@mail.doc.gov; Phone: 604-685-3382; Fax: 604-687-6095; or visit our website: 
www.buyusa.gov/canada

The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial 
Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing 
expertise to help U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial 
Service trade specialist in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While 
we make every effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its 
employees make any representation as to the accuracy or completeness of information in this or any 
other United States government document. Readers are advised to independently verify any information 
prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal advice.

International copyright, U.S. Department of Commerce, 2009. All rights reserved outside of the United 
States.
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