
August 24, 1975 

d a l  1 ace P. ;?owe, 4.9. 
Chief, l e b o r a t o r y  o f  V i r a l  2lseases 
National I n s t i t u t e  of Al le r9y  and 

3 u i l d l n g  7, 23. 304 
In fec t i ous  Diseases 

Dear 8a l  l y :  

I snare your concern 3Sout o b t a i n i n g  s t r a i a h t  fo rward  and honest 
adhsrence t o  t h e  gu ide l ines  on racorrtbinant DNP.. I t  15 my hope t h a t  w i t h i n  
the  Llnitzd States, tho  N I i i  guide1 lnes w l  I I ba u s e d ,  no t  o n l y  b y  those 
r e c e i v i n g  research support from IJIri, bu t  by a l l  who are invo lved i n  t a l 5  
research. Fur thor ,  t h e  x t i v i t i e s  of i n te rna t i ona l  o r j a n i z a t i o n s  such 
as E d 3 i i  and I C W  as vrel 1 as t h o  actlvitler 1 n several count r ies  ot!ier than 
tne  l ln i ted  St3tes sucioest t h a t  r l n ~ i l a r ,  tnourln no t  i d e n t i c a l  cluidcl ines 
w i l l  be i n  f o rce  i n  inany Flacos. 

I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  our col loaques here and abrcerd I have gained t h e  
inpress ion t h a t  nost  sf then  conslder t h o  'JtJldelincs e szrims na t to r .  
It i s  my belief t h a t  honest ConnDllance wi l l  be widosaread. Navwthalass, 
t he re  a r @  r u m s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  some s c i e n t i s t s  take  d i f f c r l n q  views. 
3ecause o f  t h e i r  lack o f  aqresraent w i t h  the  assassments of p o t e n t i a l  
hazards t h a t  w e  i m o l i c i t  I n  tho Guidel ines, they nay  no t  observe t h e  
recmnmmdetions. 
f l a g r a n t  or cover t ,  And I aqree t h a t  complex problems may ar ise ,  both for 
j un io r  and senior cs>lIcarlues of Ind i v idua ls  d i s r e p r d i n g  t h e  es tab l i shed 
Sr inc ip les ,  

- 
fnc? d l s reoard  3f  t h o  gu ldo l lnes  may, E $  you mention, be 

Hoa t o  nlinimizc these problems i s  a d i f f i c u l t  ams t ion .  The rocon- 
mendation, i n  t n e  i i l H  guidelinss, t h a t  pub l i ca t i ons  Inc lude ;;1 desc r ip t i on  
of containnent measures, can be B very s t ronq pressure for compliance, 
ssoeelally I f  t h e  Journals arc  wlllinq t o  dsaond SIJC~ statonents, I t  1s 
r?y j.nprsssion t h a t  9r. Fredorickson i s  t r y i n g  t o  ob ta in  coooeration frcm 
t h e  Journals i n  this matter. ifowever it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r e d i c t  the  
reac t l ons  of tna  var ious ed i to rs .  It i s  also my b e l i e f  t h a t  as local 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  blofiazards cor:mIttees are establ lshcd,  thoy too w i l l  put 
t he  pressure of peers on colleapues, w i t h i n  a n iven i n s t i t u t i o n .  Further 
more, t h e  cu r ren t  tandency of public dlr,cussion of t n i s  n&iw t o  loan 
t o w a r d  even more s t r l n a e n t  rules than s ta ted  i n  t h e  yu ide l ines  w i l l ,  I 
th ink ,  bo a powerful fo rce  for conplianco. 
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A t  t h i s  time I bgilcve t h a t  MIQ should g l v e  theso three factors, as 
wall as the largely  favorable a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  communlty a 
chance t o  operate.  
your lstter of 1 1  August. l n s t ~ t u t l o n e l i t o d  conslderat ion o f  rumors, 
s3eiss t o  ne t o  i n v i t e  very  sorlous problems, 
important Is t h e  loss of good w l l l  and t h e  h a b i t s  of open discussion that 
are asssnt la l  to t h e  progress o f  science, 

I am uncomfortable with t h s  mochanfsm you propose i n  

Amnct others perhaps most 

Thank you for sharlng your thoughts on t h i s .  If you want to dlscuss 
it f u r t h e r ,  please q l v e  MB B c a l l .  

Sincerely,  

Maxi ne S i  ngor 


