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Oak Creek Hazard Fuel Reduction Project

Most of the fuelstreatment work taking placein Zion thisyear has focused on the wildland-urban interface
aong the park’sboundary. Whilethese projectsarejustifiably considered priorities (some of them being
identified as“focusareas’ by fire management officials), the park cannot lose sight of interface areas
withinitsown boundaries. Fire management personnel at Zion addressed thisissue by recently completing
ahazard fuels reduction project within the Oak Creek developed area of the park.

The 37-acre Oak Creek Hazard Fuel s Reduction Project consisted of the mechanical removal of material in
and around park structures (many considered historical) that could pose asignificant firerisk in the case of
awildland fire. The Oak Creek areaconsists of aresidential areaand the park maintenance and
administrative areas. Thisproject isdevel oped and funded under the wildland-urban interfaceinitiative
(WUI) program, in cooperation with the National Fire Plan. The objective of this project isto create and
maintain adefensible fuel break in and around park infrastructure within the Oak Creek devel oped area.
Thisproject will not only aid thewildland fire crew in their effortsto manage wildland fires, but also the
structural fire crew in their effortsto protect park buildings. The Oak Creek Project isjust one of several
similar treatments planned for the next few yearsin areas of the park’sinterface.
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Wildland fire personnel began work on the project in early July 2002 and compl eted it in October of the
sameyear. All residents were notified in advance of the project and the crew worked closely with them to
try to accommodate any special needs/desiresthat they may have, while still achieving the stated objectives
of the project. Project treatmentsincluded; removing litter buildup on roofs and gutters, removing or
limbing treestouching structures, clearing fire-prone brush speciesfrom within 30 feet of structures, remove
leaf litter and other dead material within 50 feet of structures, limb/thin ladder fuelsto aheight of 6-10 feet
and clear a 15 foot swath under powerlines. Treatmentswere accomplished so asto preservethe cultural
landscape of the Oak Creek Historic District asmuch as safely possible.

Small material removed from the project areawere either piled away from the structures for future burning
or takento alocal disposal site. Over 30 dump truck loads of materials were removed from the treatment
areaduring the project. Larger material was cut into firewood sized lengths and stacked on sitefor park
residentsuse. Follow-up treatmentswill be necessary to maintain the desired fuelslevel.

With the recent push to treat more acres in the wildland-urban interface, some parks may be
overlooking their own interfaceissues. Theseinterface areas, and the structures within them, are
vital to the operation of the parks and to the millions of visitorswho utilize them. Plans must be
made to address these park interface areas and insure that they too are protected from the
continuing wildland firethreatsthat are facing our country.
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