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Grand Teton National Park Fire Management: Field Observation Studies

Two groups of Jackson Elementary School second graders used the Blacktail Fire burn area as a
location to conduct field observations last month, practicing their skills in prediction, comparing
and contrasting, and critical thinking.

The Blacktail Fire began in Grand Teton National Park on August 10th when an active thunder-
storm moved through the area. With sagebrush and grass as the primary fuel types, the fast- moving
fire burned 2,650 acres before being contained three days later. As an introduction to their lesson,
the second graders viewed photos taken during the event and learned the chronology and details of
the fire. The students noted the affected vegetation and blackened soil where the fire had passed
through. Following the slide presentation, the students wrote predictions in their field journals,
anticipating what they would see in the same area two months after the fire.
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