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MR. ATHERTON: The next step in the disappearance
of Sikkim has taken place. There was a plebiscite and
as expected they have §sked to join ¥ndia as a constituent
state.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: What is the Indian obsession
with annexing Sikkim?

MR. ATHERSON: It is their obsession with
the Himalayan frontier.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Then why not Nepal?
Is that next?

MR, ATHERTON: That would be a little more
difficult. They are a member of the United Nations.

In fact, I don't think they really wanted to take this last

step, until ~Ha, Cﬁz“%*}ﬂkg tried to assert more
authority than he had. And he made some statements at
the coronation of the King of Nepal publicly, which upset
the Indians. So they just findly decided that they had
gone too far, and disarmed his palace guard. The Sikkim
Assembly voted to request inclusion -- a plebiscite.

And it will become just another Indian state. And the
Chogyal will probably -- you may well get a request for
hin to come here ,since his wife is here.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: We will accept it, won't we?
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MR, ATHERTON: I think so. It has a nice

esoteric complication, because his wife gave up her
citizenship to marry him.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I think the country can
stand the Chogyal of Sikkim.

MR. ATHERTCON: There are enough people in

Congress interested in this. W;
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