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SUВJЕСТ :	 U.S. POL ICY TOWARD THE MALDIVES

REF: COLOMBO 371DEPARTMENT

1.СОNСIRS WITH POST'S АSSESSMENT' THAT U.S.
INTERESTS, THOUGH SМАLL, ARE WORTH SOME POSITIVE ATTENTION.
WE HAVE NO WISH ТО SUSTAIN МОRE THAN A MINIMAL PROFILE THER
BUT WE SHARE ЕМВАSSY CONVICTION THAT EVEN А LIMITED
PRESENCE CA N BE BENE F ICIAL ТО U.S. INTERESTS. FACT THAT
MALDIVES WAS ONLY SOUTH  ASIAN COUNTRY ТO SUPPORT US ACROSS
THE BOARD ON THE KOREAN ISSUE IN THE UNGA DEMONSTRATED
GOM INDEPENDENCE AND THE UTILITY OF DEVELOPING A POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIPS W ITH T HE MALDIVES. WE ARE ALSO AWARE THAT IN
THE W AKE OF T HE BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FRОМ GAN, THE GOM MAY
SEEK ТО EXPAND ITS INTERNATIONAL СОNTACTS AND EXPOSURE
(PARTICULARLY IN THE U.N.). IN THIS CONTEXT WE BELIEVE
РOST'S RFCOMMENDATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OUR INTERESTS ТО BE
ТIMELY, REASONABLE AND REALISTIC AND WE WILL DO OUR ВЕST
TO IMPLEMENT THEM WHERE POSSIBLE. COMMENTS FOLLOW ON
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS IN REFTEL.

2. AUB STUDY  GRANTS 	 ALTHOUGH CURRENT SITUATION IN LEBANON
OBVIOUSLY МUST ВЕ TA KEN INTO ACCOUNT AID INTENDS ТО СОN^

TINUE MAKING PARTICIPANT GRANTS AVAILABLE ТО MALDIVIAN
STUDENT'S. THERE IS NO SPECIFIC CEILING O N THE NUMBER OF
STUDENTS FROM THE MALDIVES RECEIVING SUCH  GRANTS, ВUT FOR
BUDGET AND PLANNING PURPOSES W E ACCEPT YOUR RECOMMENDATION
TO THINK IN TERMS OF APPROXIMATELY F I VE SCHOLARSHIPS PER
YEAR. FYI - SHOULD T HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AGREE W E
COULD ALSO USE OUR RUPEE HOLDINGS  ТО FINANCE THIRD COUNTRY

GRANTS IN INDIA. MALDIVES W O ULD B E NATURAL CANDIDATE. END
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INTEREST I N CIVIL AVIATIO N TRAINING IS RELATED ТО РРЕSЕ NСЕ
OF UNDP - SPONSORED CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY CENTER I N BEIRUT
WHICH SРЕСIALIZES I N TRAI N I NG STUDENTS FROM LDCS. CI V IL
AVIATION IS NOT AMONG AID'S СОNGRESSIONALYMANDATED
PRIORITY FIELDS, NOR DO EITHER FAA OR	 CAB FU ND TRAI N I NG
PROGRAMS I N ТНIS F IELD. ICAO WHICH ADMINISTERS GASC WOULD
BE LOGICAL SOURCE OF $SUPPORT FOR A CIVIL AVIATION STUDENTS.

4. U.S. NAVY SHIP V ISIT	 EMBASSY'S RECOMME NDATION ACCORD
GENERALLY W ITH CURRENT PRACTICE WHEREBY AMBASSADOR HAS
TRAVELLED TO MALDIVES I N 19 7 4 AND 19 75 O N BOARD U.S. N A VY
SHIP. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THIS MAY NOT ALWAYS BE FEASIBLE,
HOWEVER, AND N AV Y WELCOMES РОSТ ' S INTEREST IN A YEARLY
VISIT. AS I N PAST ANY SPECIFC DECISIO NS ON VISITS W ILL BE

COORDINATED WITH EMBASSY COLOMBO.

5. I NTER NATIO NAL VISITORS PROGRAM DEPARTMENT IS PREPARED
TO ESTABLISH A SEPARATE IV PROGRAM FOR THE MALDI VES AT LEVEL
OF ONE GRA NT PER YEAR AS SUGGESTED. I F SUITABLE CANDIDATE
CAN BE PROPOSED WE ARE PREPARED ТО PROGRAM A GRANTEE INFY 	76.
FY 76 .6.

 SEPARATE USIS PROGRAM ~ ANTICIPATED BUDGETARY CONSTRAIN 
PRECLUDE ESTABLISHING A SEPARATE USIS PROGRAM   FOR THE MALD
IVES OR AUGMENTING US'S SRI LANKA'S BUDGET FOR THIS PURPOS
AT PRESENT. HOWEVER, W E C ONCUR I N REFTEL'S SUGGESTION
ТHAT PAO TRAVEL TO MALE	 ТО SURVEY POTENTIAL AUDIENCES
AND ESTIMATE PROGRAM NEEDS AND PREPARE SECTIO N ON PROPOSED
PROGRAMMING I N MALDIVES FOR INCLUSION IN SRI  LANKA CPP. ON
RECEIPT OF DETAILED PROGRAM PROPOSAL AGENCY W ILL DETERMINE
EXTENT TO W HICH THE POST MAY BE AUTHORIZED A MODEST
DIVERSIO N OF FU NDS AND RESOURCES FOR THIS PURPOSE FROM
THE EX ISTI NG USIS SRI LA NKA PROGRAM.

7. FYI: THIS W OULD NOT BE A N U NU S UAL PROCEDURE АS THERE
ARE A NUMBER OF USIS POSTS USING OWN BUDGET AND RESOURCES
TO PROGRAM IN NEIGHBORING COU NTRIES WHERE THERE ARE N O
USIS ESTABLISHMENTS (E.G. TRINIDAD PROGRAM COVERS
BARBADOS AND GRANADA; GEORGETOWN COVERS SURI NAM). THERE
ARE ALSO SEVERAL OTHER SMALL COU NTRIES I N WHICH USIS HAS
NOT AND DOES NOT PLA N TO ESTABLISH ANY USIS PROGRAMS,
PRI MARILY FOR BUDGETARY REASONS (E.G. BAHAMAS, SAO
ТОМЕ-РRINCIPE, SEYCHELLES, COMOROS, CAPE VERDE ISLA NDS) .
END FYI.
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. SUPPLY OF TEXTS FOR MALDIVIAN SCHOOLS -
UNDER PRESENT   CIRCUMSTANCES OUR ОPTIONS IN THIS AREA ARE QUITE
LIMITED АS (A) USIS INDIA BOOK PROGRAM

NOTUSE	 TITLESARE INTENDED FOR UNIVERSITY USE AND ARE 	 ORIENTED TOSECONDARY
SCHOOLS, AND (B) UNLESS	 QUANTITY NEEDED IS

SMALL, THE ACQUISITION OF U.S.-PURCHASED TITLES THROUGH
USIA FOR PRESENTATION PURPOSES MAY BE DIFFICULT ТO
ACCOMPLISH WITHIN THE AGENCY'S CONGRESSIONALLY IMPOSED
PRESENTATION CEILING. WE WOULD THEREFORE NEED ТO
IDENTIFY SPECIFIC NATURE AND EXTENT OF MALDIVIAN BOOK
REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO RESPOND EFFECTIVELY.

9. UPGRADING OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM - SINCE ASSISTANT
ADMINISTRATOR GARDINER DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT DURING
HIS RECENT VISIT ТО СOLOMBO, WE WILL AWAIT HIS RETURN
TO AID/W BEFORE COMMENTING ON POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IN
THIS AREA. WE WILL PROVIDE SEPTEL ON THIS SUBJECT ASAP.10

. COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES WE WILL CONTINUE TO
WATCH FOR COMMERCIAL AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND
PUBLICIZE THEM IN REGULAR USC CHANNELS.

11. POST IS CORRECT 1ь N WISHING то INFORM GOM THAT THERE
Is NO AID PROGRAM UNDER WHICH USG CAN PROVIDE AIRCRAFT
IN RESPONSE TO MALDIVIAN REQUEST FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 	 INGERSOLLB
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