DENALI NATI ONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
1993 MOUNTAI NEERI NG SUMVARY

The 1993 clinbing season was essentially nornal
conpared to the tragic season |last year. \Wather was
better than normal and clinbers generally exhibited
nore caution contributing to the safer season. There
was one fatality on M. MKinley and 13 other rescue
mssions within the nountains of the Park. Thi s
conpares to the 13 fatalities last year (11 on M.
McKinley and 2 on M. Foraker). This season's rescue
costs totaled $70,800 conpared to $206,000 for 1992.

Consi deration for new regulations including pre-registration are
ongoi ng. At the present tinme, all clinbers are required to
register for M. MKinley and M. Foraker prior to their
expedi tion.

Four 24-day nountaineering patrols were rotated through the
14,200" Ranger Station from May 1st through the first week in
July. The U.S. Arny provided its CH 47 Chinook helicopters to
establish and extract our nountain facilities. Al aska Ar
National QGuard Rescue personnel assisted our first patrol. They
also provided supplies and equipnent for the 14,200 canp
i nfrastructure.

The open concession left |ast year by Genet Expeditions has been
filled by Al pine Ascents International. They will be conducting
commerci al operations on M. MKinley beginning in 1994.

STATI STI CS.
Nunber of dinbers on M. MKinley:

A record nunber of 1108 clinbers attenpted M. MKinley with 670
(60% reaching the sunmt this season. Wth a superb weather
season on the nountain, surprisingly only 17% attenpted routes
other than the Wst Buttress. The Wst R b is the second busi est
route with 92 clinbers conpared to 923 on the Wst Buttress.

Cinbers of thirty-one nationalities attenpted the nountain. In
total, 468 (42%of the clinbers were from outside the United
States. The breakdown: USA (639), CGermany (68), Switzerland (60),
Japan (60), England (58), Canada (42), France (33), Spain (23),
Austria (23), Norway (20), Italy (12), Australia (9), New Zeal and
(9), Czechoslovakia (6), lceland (6), Korea (6), Netherlands (4),
Sweden (4), Chili (3), India (3), Mexico (3), Nepal (3), Slovenia
(3), Bulgaria (2), Ireland (2), Poland (2), Belgium (1), Colunbia



(1), Finland (1), Holland (1), Kazakstan (1).

Rescue:

Eleven of the fifteen clinbers (73% that were rescued by
helicopter this year were foreigners. This year, 1.1% of the
clinbers attenpting Mount McKinley this year required rescue.

Medi cal :

Acute Muntain Sickness: 56 (5% clinbers reported synptons of
AVS. O these:

* 44 were mld or noderate synptons

* 12 were HAPE or HACE

Frostbhite: 19 (2% clinbers reported sone degree of frosthite.
O these:
* 13 were superficial
* 6 were nore severe and invol ved sone degree of

_ v tissue |loss

New Rout es and Not abl e Ascents:

Anerican clinbers Mke Pennings and Jeff Hollenbaugh

made an ascent of a new route on Serenity Spire in the

Ki chatna Spires. Also on Serenity Spire, Anericans
Doug Byerly and Cal vin Hebert ascended a new route.

M. Thunder (10,970"), west of M Hunter's South Peak, received
its first ascent by British clinbers CGeoff Hor nby and David
Bar | ow.

Anericans Terry Kennedy and Pat Callis clinbed a new route on the
SW Face of Kahiltna Peaks East summt.

The nost unusual and notable clinb of the season was the ascent of
the West Buttress route by a blind woman. This remarkable clinb
was achieved by Anerican Joan Phelps, a 54-year-old nother, who
was guided up the nmountain by her twin sons, Marty and M chael .

The first ever 'big three summts' in one season was achi eved by
Arericans Geg Collins and Gary WI not. They succeeded on the
West Buttress of M. MKinley, the Southeast R dge on M. Foraker,
and the Wst Ridge of M. Hunter.

ACCI DENTS/ I NCI DENTS: In 1993 the National Park Service conducted




thirteen major rescue m ssions on
Mount MKi nl ey and Mount Foraker,
resulting in fifteen persons
being evacuated by helicopter.
There was one fatal accident.

Frostbite; Helicopter Evacuation: On April 26, David Peel, 31,
P.J. Edwards, 27, and Janes GGllager, 33, of an eight-nenber
British Arny expedition were clinbing to the sunmt of Munt
Foraker via the Archangel Ridge. During their ascent they
encountered sub-zero tenperatures and 55 nph w nds, but continued
to the summt despite being extrenely cold, with Peel and Edwards
sustai ning noderate cases of frosthite. On April 27, @Gllager
sustained mnor frostbhite while at high canp. The three clinbers
abandoned their high canps and descended, joining the remaining
five expedition nenbers at their basecanp. On April 28, they
decided that a rescue was needed, and the five uninjured clinbers
began a 50-mle trek to Whnder Lake to seek help. On May 3, 1993,
Peel, Gallager, and Edwards nade an energency radio call to a
passing mlitary aircraft, requesting a rescue. Late on My 3,
the NPS Lama helicopter evacuated the three frostbitten clinbers
fromthe Foraker d acier.

HAPE; Helicopter Evacuation: On May 18, Sgt. M chael Dunn, 31, of
a US. Navy-Marine expedition became extrenely ill wth high
altitude pulnmonary edema at 14,200 feet on the Wst Buttress
route. Dunn ascended at a fast rate, arriving at 14,200 feet on
his fourth day on the nountain. Dunn was stabilized at the NPS
canp. Due to Dunn's poor condition, the need for a rapid descent,
and the risk of a ground evacuation, he was evacuated by the NPS
Lama helicopter on May 19.

Acute Dehydration; AMS; Helicopter Evacuation: On My 20, Sgt.
Anthony Braithwaite, 29, of the US. Navy-Mrine expedition
collapsed from dehydration, exhaustion, and acute nountain
sickness while clinbing near Wndy Corner at 13,300 feet on the
West Buttress route. Braithwaite had been suffering from acute
nmount ai n si ckness and severe diarrhea for at |east the previous 48
hours, but his expedition continued to clinb to higher elevations.
A Mountain Trip guided expedition encountered Braithwaite shortly
after he collapsed, finding him unconscious. They adm ni st ered
energency nedical care, began lowering Braithwaite to a helicopter
| anding zone, and called for a helicopter rescue. NPS volunteers
arrived to assist. The NPS Lanma helicopter evacuated Braithwaite
from the Wndy Corner area to Kahiltna basecanp. An Al aska Air
National Guard Pavehawk helicopter transported Braithwaite from
basecanp to Anchor age.




Fall Wth Injuries; Helicopter Evacuation: On May 25, Anerican Don
Cook, 62, was descending a steep section of ridge at approximately
16, 700 feet on the West Buttress route. Cook and his teamwere in
a weakened state fromtheir summt clinb the previous day. They
were descending in poor weather, poor visibility, and unstable
snow conditions. Cook lost his footing and fell when unstable
snow broke away beneath his feet and he was unable to self arrest.
He fell approximately 40 feet and stopped after hitting rocks,
sustaining injuries to the chest. Cook was able to descend to the
NPS canp at 14,200 feet. Cook was assessed by physicians who
suspected rib fractures. Due to pain, the possibility of a
further conplicating chest injury, and patient age, Cook was
evacuated to Kahiltna basecanp by the NPS Lama helicopter and
flown by fixed wing airplane fromthe nountain.

Fatal Fall: Oh May 30, Anmerican Charles Cearly, 40, was
descending the Orient Express on the upper West Rib route. He was
descending with his partners unroped, and was not using an ice
axe, instead using only a ski pole. At approximately 19,200 feet
t he group stopped, deciding that they should begin clinbing roped.
As Cearly stopped, he lost his footing and began sliding. He was
unable to stop hinself without an ice axe, and fell approxinmately
3,000 feet to his death. Two NPS volunteers reached Cearly's body
several hours later. A ranger was inserted into the scene using a
hel i copter shorthaul and recovered the body. Cearly died from
mul tiple traumatic injuries.

HAPE; HACE; Hel i copter Evacuati on: On June 7, Austrian
nount ai neer Eder Ewald, 36, developed severe cases of Hgh
Altitude Pulnmonary Edema and High Atitude Cerebral Edema while
clinbing the West Buttress route. Ewald descended to 14,200 feet
from 16,200 feet on June 6 after becomng ill with acute nountain
sickness, but his condition deteriorated to a life threatening
state that night. He received energency nedical care from NPS
rangers and volunteers at the NPS 14,200 canp on June 7. A
hel i copter evacuation was delayed until late in the day due to
poor weat her.

HAPE; Hypotherm a; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 6, Japanese
clinber Yamashita Sunao, 40, becane sick and disoriented while
attenpting to clinb to the summt of Munt MKinley via the Wst

Buttress route. Sunao was able to descend to 14,200 feet wth
assi stance fromother clinbers and an NPS nountai neering patrol on
June 7. Sunao was diagnosed as suffering from H gh Atitude

Pul nonary Ederma and hypotherm a, and was treated at the NPS canp
at 14,200 feet. On June 7, Sunao was evacuated by the NPS Lanma
helicopter in conjunction with the evacuation of Austrian Eder
Ewal d.

Frostbite; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 8, a Cerman clinber
Jul i ane Manel shaj en, 29, devel oped noderate frostbite on both her




feet while attenpting to clinb to the summt of Munt MKinley on
the West Buttress route. Despite being advised to descend and
seek care for her injury, Manelshajen stayed at high canp at
17,200 feet while her clinbing partners nade another sunmt
attenpt. On June 10, Manel shajen was exam ned at the NPS 14, 200-
foot canp. Due to the extent of frostbite on both feet, and the
potential for severe tissue damage if she attenpted to descend
under her own, Manelshajen was evacuated by the NPS Lama
hel i copter.

HAPE; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 10, Japanese nountai neer
Shojirou Tazawa, 47, becane ill with H gh Atitude Pul nonary Edena
while clinbing the West Buttress route. Tazawa received nedica

care at the NPS canp at 14,200 feet and was stabilized. Wth
assi stance from NPS volunteers, Tazawa and his expedition nenbers
descended to the 11,200-foot canp where they hoped Tazawa woul d
recover. On June 12 Tazawa's condition seriously deteriorated.
NPS volunteers returned and found Tazawa to be in a serious life
threatening condition, and called for an imedi ate air evacuation.
The NPS Lanma helicopter evacuated Tazawa from the 11, 200-f oot
canp.

Medi cal --Internal Bleeding; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 16,
Japanese clinber Akira Sakaguchi, 34, was evacuated from 14, 200
feet on the West Buttress by the NPS Lama helicopter after he was
field diagnosed with a possible life threatening gastrointestina

bl eedi ng.

AVS; Pulnonary Enbolism Helicopter Evacuation: On June 15,
Shyam Blon, 32, of Nepal began suffering from acute nountain
sickness near the summt of Munt MKinley. Blon and his

expedition were able to return to their high canp at 17,200 feet.

On June 16, Blon began coughing up blood, and he descended
imedi ately to the NPS canp at 14,200 feet where he was exam ned
by a physician. He was diagnosed with pul nonary enbolism and an
i medi ate air evacuation was requested. Blon was evacuated by the
NPS Lana helicopter.

Aval anche; Miltiple Injuries; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 16,
Mexi can Bertha Ramrez, 41, was hit by an avalanche while
clinmbing in the lower couloir on the Wst R b route on Munt
McKinley. Ramrez was swept 100 feet to the bottom of the couloir
and partially buried. Al though unresponsive when dug out by her
partners, they were able to revive her. Ramrez suffered from
facial and upper extremty injuries. The team was able to contact
an aircraft in the area, which notified the NPS Lama helicopter as
it was en route to 14,200 feet to evacuate another clinber (Blon).
The Lama was able to land near the base of the couloir and
evacuate Ramrez in conjunction with the other rescue in progress.

HACE; Rescue; Helicopter Evacuation: On June 27, Czech clinber
Lubomr Tesar, 33, was rescued from 17,200 feet on the Wst




Buttress route. Tesar and his three clinbing partners rapidly
ascended to the 17,200-foot high canp in only six days where Tesar
contracted H gh Altitude Pulmonary and Cerebral Edema. Tesar was
lowered in a litter down the Rescue @ully by nountain guides from
Mountain Trip, Tesar's partners, NPS volunteers, and a park
ranger. Attenpts to stabilize Tesar were undertaken for 16 hours
at the NPS canp at 14,200 feet. Significant inprovenent was not
shown so Tesar was air evacuated by the NPS Lanma helicopter on
June 28.

There were a nunber of other injuries, nedical problens, and
altitude related problens this season. Thirty-eight clinbers were
treated at the NPS first-aid/rescue canp at 14,200 feet on the
West Buttress and the clinbers were able to descend on their own
wi t hout assistance fromthe Park Service. 1In other cases clinbers
were able to perform their own self-rescues wthout NPS
assi st ance.

Unaut hori zed Muntain CQuides: Sever al unaut hori zed gui des
conducted illegal comercial activities on Munt MKinley this
year. This is prohibited by the Code of Federal Regulations. The
National Park Service investigated all suspected unauthorized
gui des. Two unaut horized guides were cited and convicted in
Federal Magistrate's Court with fines totalling over $9100. These
illegal trips seriously conpromsed client safety. One client
becane seriously ill with life threatening HAPE and HACE and woul d
have died had he not been rescued by the Park's helicopter.
Anot her gui de abandoned two clients and allowed them to wander
around unroped in extrenely hazardous terrain. They also suffered
fromfrostbite.

There are seven conpani es that hold concession permts to guide on

Mount McKinley and Munt Foraker. Prospective clients should be
certain that they are enploying one of the authorized
concessionaires. Illegally guided trips could be denied access to
t he park. Al'l suspected illegal guides will be investigated and

| aw enf orcenment action may be taken.

Sanitation: Wth increasing use by clinbers, it is nore inportant
than ever for nountaineers to properly dispose of human feces and
urine. Many canps, especially at higher elevations, are littered
with feces and frozen urine spots that are not covered with the
annual accunul ation of snow. Not only is this an environnenta
degradati on of the nountain, but there is risk of contam nation of
snow that mght be nelted and used as drinking water by future
expeditions. W are still suggesting the use of plastic bags for
latrines, which should be disposed of in a deep crevasse. The
Park Service maintains pit latrines dug deeply into the snowpack
at base canp on the Kahiltna dacier, 14,300 feet on the Wst
Buttress, and at the landing area in the Ruth Anphitheater.



Additionally, we have recently experinmented with the renoval of
human waste in barrels by helicopter. W are also planning for
the use of an experinental latrine at high canp at 17,200 feet on
the West Buttress.

Trash: Most expeditions are hauling their trash to base canp where
it is flowm off the nmountain. Still others continue to dunp their
trash in crevasses. Trash accunul ation on other popul ar nountains
of the world continues to receive considerable publicity. Trash
dunps and appalling sanitation conditions at the nore popul ar
canpsites in the H nmalayas, Europe, South America and el sewhere
threaten human health, degrade the nountaineering experience,
threaten the nountain environnment, and can threaten clinbers'
freedom of access to some nountain areas. Mount ai neers of all
nationalities nust take the responsibility for, and the initiative
in, preserving the quality of the world s nountain environments.
A conbi nation of education, |eading by exanple, and peer pressure
are probably the nost effective tools that can be brought to bear
agai nst | ess consi derate nountai neers.

Citations were issued for littering, abandoning food and equi pnent
caches, and inproper disposal of human body waste in 1993.

Adm ni strative notes for 1993:

* The South District staff consisted of:
South District Ranger: J.D. Swed
Mount ai neeri ng Rangers: Daryl Ml er
Kevi n Moore
JimPhillips
Roger Robi nson
Adm ni strative C erk: Kat hy Sullivan
St udent Conservation A d: M ke Loso
Hel i copt er Manager : Dave Kreutzer
Hel i copter Pilot: Bill Ransey, Ji m Hood
Hel i copt er Mechani c: Scott Ki nbal
* The Vol unteer Programused to staff MKinley Patrols is

crucial to the safety of clinbers. These people unselfishly
gave up their tine and energy to assi st nountaineers and
save lives. The National Park Service would like to thank

VI Ps.
Vol unteers in the Park (VIP) on Denali patrols:
Gary Sapp John Roskel | ey
Mark W1 ford Jeff Maus
St eve Gornman Paul Reddi ngton



Colin Gissom Dal t on Mapl es

M ke Wl ch Vi nce Langman
Kei th N chol son Al an El I sworth
Rupert Wedgewood Andr ew Laur ence

* A special thanks to McKinley guides that assisted with
rescues.

To request nountaineering information and/or registration forns,
pl ease contact the Tal keetna Ranger Station, P.O Box 588,
Tal keet na, Al aska 99676. Tel ephone: 907-733-2231.

FAX: 907-733-1465.

J.D. Swed
South District Ranger

DENALI  NATI ONAL PARK AND

PRESERVE
1993 MOUNTAI NEERI NG SUMVARY
MOUNTAI N ROUTE EXPEDI TI ON CLI MBERS SUMWM T
West Buttress 241 920 561
West Ri b 30 92 51
Cassin Ridge 8 20 15
Mul drow d aci er 3 23
Mul drow A . Traverse 2 8 6
W Buttress Traverse 8 39 29
Sout h Buttress 0 0 0
N.W Buttress 0 0 0
Sout h Face 0 0 0
Rdg of No Return 1 4 4




MOUNTAI N ROUTE EXPEDI TI ON CLI MBERS SUMWM T
West Buttress 241 920 561
West R b 30 92 51
Cassin Ridge 8 20 15
Mul drow d aci er 3 23
Mul drow G . Traverse 2 8
W Buttress Traverse 8 39 29
East Buttress 1 2 0
TOTAL McKI NLEY 293 1108 670
M. Foraker 8 20 6
* M. Hunter 21 55 19
* M. Huntington 4 2
* Mboses Toot h 8 4
* O her Mns. 58 200 unknown
* These records represent the nunber of clinbers who registered

to clinb in these areas.
Mount Foraker and Mbunt

occurred that are not

Since registration is required only on

MK nl ey,

is likely that
included in these statistics.

ot her ascents



