DENALI NATI ONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
1992 MOUNTAI NEERI NG SUMVARY

The 1992 clinbing season on Munt MKinley was record setting in
the nunbers of clinbers and nountaineering fatalities. This year
marked the nost intense period of rescue in the nountain's

hi story. Twenty-two rescue or recovery mssions involving 28
clinbers were conducted by the Talkeetna Ranger Staff and
vol unt eers. Rescue costs incurred by the National Park Service

for Munt MKinley totaled $206, 000. This cost doubled the NPS
SAR expenditures of 1991. The MIlitary costs associated with the
rescues was $225, 345. This brings the total for SAR costs to
$431, 345. The rescues this year attracted unprecedented attention
by international nedia. South District Ranger and Incident
Commander J.D. Swed was featured in interviews and appearances for
radi o, television, and newspaper and nagazine articles describing
the heroic efforts of the rescuers and the tragedy of the injured
and dead.

Toget her, the NPS and the Korean Al pine Federation (KAF) joined in
an effort to reduce the high percentage of South Koreans involved
in rescues which have occurred over the last two years. Thi s
resulted in a 9 day Novenber visit to Seoul, Korea by D strict
Ranger J.D. Swed. Swed nmet with nenbers of alpine and clinbing
clubs, search and rescue groups, and clinbing school directors.
He gave prograns on the severity of the MKinley environnent,
difficulty of the assent, and statistics involving Korean
nount ai neers. Swed stated that the KAF is dedicated to educating
Korean clinbers who wish to attenpt McKinley. A long range plan
to inmprove comunication, education and to exchange clinbers was
pr oposed.

The National Wather Service accurately predicated a storm in
early May which was described as the "worst storm to hit the
nmountain in 10 years". This storm brought in excess of 60 inches
of snow at the 7,200" base canp in a 24 hour period, and w nds
over 110 nph at 14,000! This adverse weather halted nost sunmt
attenpts for several weeks and brought about a nunber of rescues.

Both guides and clinbers assisted the nountaineering Rangers at
the 14,200" Ranger station during these rescues, which were
carried out throughout intense weather conditions. In a 10-day
period fromthe start of the storm seven people died and six were
rescued.

This was the second year the Aerospatile Lama helicopter was used
in rescues on Munt MKinley. Piloted by Bill Ransey for the
second year, it was successful in a bold rescue of three Koreans
at 17,700" on the Cassin R dge. For the first tine, short haul



techni que was used for rescues on the nountain when two Anerican
clinbers at 11,000' on the East Buttress were extracted. The
helicopter is credited for six unrefutable |life saves and anot her
Si X near-death saves this season

The U.S. Arny CH 47 Chinook helicopters were used in establishnment
and renoval of the 14,200 ranger station. The 210th Air National
GQuard and Chinooks from Fort Wainwight assisted in rescue
support.

The National Park Service revoked the concession permt of Genet
Expeditions, 1Inc. by letter dated January 29, 1992. Thi s
revocati on was based on four years of marginal or unsatisfactory
performance evaluations during a five year period for unsafe
practi ces. The owner of GCenet Expeditions, Inc. appealed the
deci si on. After several judicial proceedings, an out-of-court
agreenment was nade and the Genet concession was reinstated. The
expiration date of the CGenet permt is 12-31-92. A prospectus for
filling of this opportunity was announced to the public in
Decenber 1992. A concessioner wll be selected prior to the
clinmbi ng season conmenci ng.

The 11,070" Mount Spurr, located 100 mles southwest of Munt
MKinley in the western Al aska Range, erupted June 27th, causing
glacier landings tenporarily to be halted at the 7,200 basecanp
on Munt MKinley. Expeditions that were beginning their clinb
were informed of the possibility of walking out if the ash
continued to fall on the glaciers prohibiting |andings.

On Septenber 25, 1992, the town of Tal keetna dedicated a nenoria
to all clinbers who lost their lives on Munt MKinley and other

peaks in the Al aska Range. The Menorial which depicts two
clinbers making their way up a white pole that signifies Munt
McKinley's snow covered slopes, is located in the Talkeetna
cenetery.

In the winter of 1991, data was collected from an automatic
nmet eor ol ogi cal censor device placed near 19,000 above Denali Pass
by the Japanese Al pine d ub. This instrunent, which nonitor's
wi nds and tenperature on Mount McKinley, recorded a low of -72.4 F
on February 6, 1991. Beginning in Novenber 1990, through February
1991, the tenperature remained -60 F or colder for a total of 30
days. The wind nonitoring instrument was destroyed by high w nds
and that data was | ost.

The National Park Service conducted four 24-day patrols on Munt
McKi nl ey and numerous backcountry and hunting patrols in the
Denali National Park and Preserve. W continue to staff a ranger
station in Tal keetna where clinbers are required to register for
t heir expeditions.



Registration is required for all clinbs and expeditions on Munt
McKi nl ey and Mount Foraker. Commencing in 1994 all clinbers wll
be required to PREREG STER by February 15th of the year they plan
to clinb. This is to allow the NPS to better plan for the
staffing of the nountain patrols and in reviewing registration
forms in response to the increasing nunber of clinbers. dinbers
and backpackers planning trips into other areas in the South
District of Denali National Park and Preserve are encouraged to
register. A strong enphasis is set on the ethics of maintaining
self-sufficiency and to conduct self evacuations whenever
possi bl e. Using environnentally sound and accepted sanitation
procedures is a high wpriority in maintaining the pristine
wi | derness of Denali National Park and Preserve.

Al statistics in this docunent are for portions of the Al aska
Range within the boundaries of Denali National Park and Preserve.
Unless specifically noted, statistics apply only for Mount
MK nl ey.

STATI STI CS .
Nunber of dinbers on Munt MKinley:

In 1992, 1,070 «clinbers, formng 291 expeditions, from 23
countries attenpted to «clinb 10 different routes on Munt
MEKi nl ey. This is 133 nore clinbers than 1991, and the nost on
record, with a total
of 19, 028 user days.

831 (77% of all clinbers on MKinley attenpted the West Buttress.
This route by far renmains the nost popular and the nost inpacted
environnmental | y.

Anericans nmade up the largest segnment of the clinbers, with 634
clinbers (59 percent). A total of 269 Anericans reached the
summt. The rest of the countries represented on Munt MKinley
this year were: Switzerland (68), United Kingdom (58), Germany
(56), Japan (44), Korea (40), Canada, (37), France (24), Italy
(18), Austria (17), Australia, (16), Norway (9), Mxico (8),
Net herl ands (8), Spain (6), Taiwan (6), Sweden (5), Scotland (4),
China (4), USSR (3), Finland (2), Yugoslavia (2), and Argentina
(1).

New Rout es:

Five new routes were reported this year in the A aska Range. The
"BMIS O B." team of Korea clinbed a new route on the South Face of
McKinley in June between the "American Direct” and the "Japanese
Direct".

The "CAC' (Corean Al pine Cub) pioneered a new route on the East



Buttress of Kichatna Spire.

Cay Wadnman and Bruce MIler clinbed a direct line to the Colton-
Leach route on the West Face of Munt Hunti ngton.

Randy Waitman, Carice D ckess, lan MRae, and Mchelle Mrseth
clinbed the Wst R dge of Munt Brooks. The route took 3 days
with the team summating on August 20, 1992. They descended the
North ridge.

Jack Tackle and Bruce Normad clinbed a New line on the West
Buttress "Direct"” June 11, 1992. The route is located just North
West of Wndy Corner. Twenty pitches of water ice, with mxed
clinmbing high on the route.

DENALI NATI ONAL PARK, SOUTH DI STRI CT USE PATTERNS

MOUNTAI N ROUTE EXPEDI TI ON | CLI MBERS SUW T

CASSI N RI DGE 23 56 17
EAST BUTTRESS 2 8 0
MJULDROW GLACI ER 3 18 0
MUL DROW TRAVERSE 3 2
N. W BUTTRESS 0 0
SQUTH BUTTRESS 2 4

W BUTTRESS TRVSE 8 38 16

VWEST RI B 31 90 47
VEST BUTTRESS 213 831 429
SOQUTHWEST FACE 5 20
REALI TY RI DGE 0 0
Pl ONEER RI DGE 1 4
TOTAL McKI NLEY 291 1070 515
MOUNT FORAKER 8 26 2
MOUNT HUNTER 21 51
M. HUNTI NGTON 3 8
MOOSES TOOTH 8 21
OTHER 44 242 n/ a




Acci dent s/ I nci dent s:

Frostbite on fingers, helicopter evacuation: On May 6, the NPS
nmount ai neering patrol rope team of nountaineering ranger Ron
Johnson and SCA Keith N cholson clinbed from 11,000° to the
14,200" canmp on the Wst Buttress of Munt MKinley. The
tenperature was mnus 15 F and the wi nd speeds were estinated at
30 mph pl us. Ni chol son was wearing polypropylene glove liners
and shell mttens. Just prior to arriving at the 14,200" canp
Ni chol son realized he had frostbite on his left thunb. A nore
t horough inspection was done at canp. Ni chol son contracted
frostbite on his little finger and thunmb on his left hand and on
all four finger tips of the right hand. A full recovery with no
ti ssue damage has occurr ed.

Frostbite, AMS, HAPE, HACE, helicopter evacuation: On April 25,
clinbers Daryl Hi nman, Robert Rockwell, and Tom Roseman attenpted
to clinmb Mount MKinley via the Mildrow d acier route. Due to
cold weather, altitude, high wnds, fatigue, pulnonary edens,
cerebral edemn, frostbite and loss of supplies they becone
i ncapacitated at 17,500' below Denali Pass on the Wst Buttress
side of the nountain. On May 10, 1992, Daryl Hi nnman clinbed down
to the 14,200" Ranger Station to get help. The NPS Lama
helicopter, piloted by Bill Ransey picked up Ranger Johnson and
VIP Julie Cul berson and flew up to 17,200'. There, Johnson and
Cul berson | oaded Tom Rosenman and Robert Rockwell into the Lanma.
Bot h expedition nmenmbers were stricken by frostbite while Rosenman
suffered from pul nonary and cerebral edema. Both clinbers were
transferred to a fixed wing and flown to Anchorage.

Fall on headwal |, helicopter evacuation: On May 10, the rope
team of Paul Kogel mann and Ti not hy Hagan, fell approximtely 500
down the headwall from 15,800'. Ranger Johnson and Cul berson in

the Lama then | anded at the 15,200' |evel, and | oaded Hagan into
the ship and flew to the 14,200 ranger station to off |oad
Johnson and Cul berson and pick up Rosenman, and Rockwel|l. The Lama
then flew to the 7200' base canp transporting Roseman, Rockwell,
and Hagan to a fixed wing aircraft that flew themto Anchorage.

Abandonnment by fellow clinbers, rescue by NPS ground team On
May 10, the expedition of Edw ge Senent, Frederick Senent, and
Phili ppe Berthois spent the night at 17,200° wthout a stove. A
stove had been cached at 16,200" on the West Buttress. On the



afternoon of May 11, F. Senent and Berthois attenpted to descend
to 16,200" to retrieve the stove but turned back due to high
wi nds and poor visibility. They decided to descend to 14, 200" via
the Rescue Gully, and return to 17,200° that evening with a
stove. Because Ms. Senent felt she was too tired to descend, a
decision was nmade to |eave her at 17,000'. There were no other
parties at 17,200 . Sement and Berthois arrived at 14,200
notified ranger Ron Johnson that they were too tired to clinb
back

up to 17,200 and that M. Senent did not have a stove. A
weat her forecast received that norning predicted that a severe
storm would hit Munt MKinley later that evening. G ven the
weat her forecast, Johnson decided a rescue attenpt was justified.
Weat her conditions at 14,200 consisted of blowng snow and
W nds gusting up to 30 nph. Johnson, NPS VIP WMatt Cul berson,
along with volunteers Mke Wod and WIIly Peabody left 14,200
The rescue team ascended the Rescue Gully and arrived at 17, 200'.
Ms. Senent was found in her tent in good condition. The rescue
teamwith Ms. Sement descended back to 14,200'. This expedition
was issued a citation for Creating a Hazardous Condition which
precipitated from decisions they nmade which were inappropriate
and exposed rescuers to life threatening hazards. Thi s
expedition al so reinbursed the NPS for rescue costs.

Fall on Cassin Ridge, Fatalities, body recovery by helicopter:

On May 10, G ovanni Cal cagno and Roberto Pionbe arrived at the
base of the Cassin Ridge. The two Italians stated that they
intended to clinb and descend the Cassin Ridge in two or three
days. On May 15, the NPS Ranger Station at 14,200' received a
report that a body was observed at the base of the South Face the

previ ous day. It was recognized that the body was that of an
Italian clinber whom he had nmet 10 days before. On May 16,
nount ai neering rangers Jim Phillips and Daryl R Mller flew in
the Lama to the South Face. Phillips and MIler recovered the

remai ns of Roberto Pionbe. The body was sling |oaded to 7,200
and then flown out by fixed wing to Tal keetna. G ovanni Cal cagno
was | ocated at approximtely 15,400 on the first rock band on

the Cassin Ridge just off route. Cal cagno's body was not
recover ed.
Fall on South Face, with aircraft evacuation: On May 11, two

Korean clinbers, Song and Seung Hwan Lee were descending a new
route they had clinbed on the south face of Munt MKinley. Due
to bad weather, the pair had decided to descend to their base
canp and wait. At approximtely 1720, while rappelling, Seog Wo
Song fell 1000' to the bottom of the South face, on the East fork
of the Kahilitna d acier. Lee witnessed Song falling past him



I ndi cations were that the rope broke during rappell. He was
found unconscious with a head injury. Anot her Korean party
assisted in bringing Song to the 7200" base canp. Song renai ned
sem -unconsci ous and suffered wth facial wounds, dilated left
pupil, right pupil slightly reactive, noveable extremties and
difficult respirations. The Al aska Air National Guard (210th),
hanpered by poor weather, arrived at the 7,200' base canp on My
13, and evacuated Song to Anchorage. Song renai ned hospitalized
for three weeks where he slowly regai ned consci ousness.

Frostbite, AMS on the Cassin Ridge, helicopter evacuation:

On April 28, the three-nenber Korean expedition flewin to clinb
the Cassin Ridge. They started with 15 days of food. By May 9
they had reached their high canp at 17,700'. Their plans were to
make a summt attenpt the next day, but strong wnds were

encountered forcing the three to construct a snowcave. Wi | e
wor ki ng on the snow cave, their tent blew away al ong with nost of
their fuel, food, clothing and clinbing equipnent. The three

clinmbers rationed food and fuel in order to wait out the weather.

For over a week they rationed thenselves to one cup of rice and
one quart of water a day. The weather finally inproved but they
were too weak to continue in the cold w ndy conditions. The
| eader Hyun Doo Kang had frost-bite on four fingers. The Pohang
began distress calls and information that they had no food, no
fuel and the | eader had AMS along with frostbite. They were too
weak to go up or down. Weat her remai ned poor and it was not
until 1400 on May 17, that the NPS Lama arrived at 7,200 base
canp. The Lanma attenpted to deliver an air drop of fuel and food
at 17,700" on the Cassin Ridge. The Lama experienced extrene
down drafts and forced the helicopter to | and back at the 7,200
base canp. Wen the w nds subsided, the Lama departed wth
ranger Jim Phillips aboard. The Lama | anded and picked up one
Korean and flew to the 14,200" canp and dropped him off,
returning to pick up another clinber, one at a tinme. An Arny
Chi nook delivered them to 7200" base canp and a Pavehawk flew
them to Anchorage. Kang suffered frostbite on all fingers and
three toes. The other nenbers, Jun and Kim received mnor frost
bite on several of their toes.

Crevasse fall, aircraft evacuation: On May 17, three Korean
clinbers Duk Sang Jang, Seong Yu Kang, and Dong Choon Seo from
the Je Ju University expedition were preparing a canpsite during
whiteout conditions at approximately 15,0000 on the West
Buttress. Their canpsite was |ocated on a snowbridge over a
Crevasse. The snowbridge collapsed and Kang and Seo fell 60



into the crevasse. Jang was uninjured and able to descend to
14, 200" and notify Mountai neeri ng Ranger Ron Johnson. A deci sion
was made to send NPS VIP's WMitt and Julie Cul berson and
volunteers Jim Wckw re, and John Roskelly to the site. Rout e
finding was difficult due to blowing snow and low visibility.
The rescue party found that the coll apsed snowbri dge had exposed
a part of a crevasse that was 40° w de and 200" |ong, and about

60" deep. Kang was observed in the bottom of the crevasse,
buried to his chest wth debris. Cul berson and Roskelly
rappelled into the crevasse and dug Kang out of the debris.
Cul berson and Roskelly also |ocated Seo. Bri an Okonek and

Bruce Blatchley arrived at the rescue site with a sked litter.
Seo was worked free of the debris and was extricated from the
Crevasse. He was conscious and hypothermc wth suspected
internal injuries, injuries to his lunbar spine and pelvis, and
self inflicted lacerations to his tongue. Seo was then | owered
to 14, 200'. Kang was uni nj ured. On May 18, a break in the
weat her allowed Seo to be flown to 7,200 base canp aboard the
Lanma. Seo was transferred to a 210th Air National Guard Pavehawk
hel i copter and fl own to Anchorage.

HACE/ HAPE fatality at the 14,200 canp: On May 17, a Sw sSs
expedition was canped at 14,200° on the Wst Buttress of Mount
Mcki nl ey. The expedi tion | eader Rol i Mer z notified
nmount ai neeri ng ranger Ron Johnson that a team nmenber was having
difficulty breathing. Johnson and WMatt Cul berson were led to
Al ex Von Bergen's tent. Von Bergen appeared cyanotic and his
pupils were fixed and dilated. Johnson notified Dr. M ke Young
who arrived at the scene. CPR was initiated by Matt and Julie
Cul berson after a pulse was not detected. Von Bergen renai ned
pul sel ess and unresponsive and was pronounced dead. The body was
removed from the 14,200 station by the Lama and a fixed w ng.
The body was flown to Tal keetna. An autopsy was perfornmed at the
Al aska State Crinme Laboratory. The results determ ned Von Bergen
di ed from pul nonary and cerebral edena.

Fall on Oient Express, three fatalities, bodies recovered by
helicopter: At approximately md-day on May 20, Soo Yang Yung,
Sung Tak Hong, and Seong Jong Jin from the Je-Ju University
Expedition were killed while attenpting to descend the Oient
Express route on McKinley. They had started their ascent on June
1, on the West Rib and in the course of 10 days nmade their ascent
up to the 14,000 |evel. From May 14th, through May 16th they
encountered strong wi nds which kept themtent bound. The weat her
i mproved on the 17th, and the three Koreans ascended to 16, 200'.
On May 20, 1992, Matt and Julie Cul berson discovered the bodies
of Yung, Hong and Jin at the 15,800 |level of the Oient Express.
The bodi es were recovered by the NPS helicopter.

Crevasse fall, fatality, helicopter evacuation: On May 4,



Terrance "Miugs" Stunp, a nountain guide for Muntain Trip, and
his clients Nelson Max and Robert Hoffman began clinbing the
Japanese Ranp route on the South Buttress. On May 20, Stunp and
Max reached the sunmt via the Southeast Spur in extrenely
adverse weat her conditions. Max suffered frostbite to his feet
on the descent. On May 21, Mugs and his clients began descent
from the high canp at 16,000' on the Ranp. First on the rope
team was Hoffman, followed by Max who was tied in a short
di stance behind and Stunp at the end. The group approached a
| ar ge crevasse. Hof f man st opped near the edge of this crevasse,
unsure how to proceed. Stunp approached the crevasse from the
uphill, passing by Mx and Hoffman. He was standing on the
uphill Tip of the crevasse when they heard a "crack", and Stunp
suddenly disappeared into the crevasse. Stunp fell, pulling on
approximately 15 of slack rope between him and Max. Max
attenpted to self-arrest, and was pulled towards the crevasse for
approximately 20" before stopping. The rope between him and
Stunp becane slack. Feeling in a very precarious position on the
uphill side of the crevasse, Max cut the rope and tied it to a
ski pole. They traversed around and approached the accident site
from bel ow. Max rappelled into the crevasse but was unable to
| ocate Stunp. He described the debris as a |arge volune of very

hard bl ocks of dense snow and blue ice. The crevasse was at
| east 60" deeper from the bottom of the large blocks of ice
wedged into it. There was no sign of Stunp. Because of the
perceived danger, their condition, the weather, and | ow

probability of survival, Max and Hof fman deci ded to abandon their
efforts to recover Stunp. On May 22, another expedition heard
di stress calls from Max and Hoffman and assisted themin getting
a message to NPS. Hof f man and Max suffered frostbite and were
assisted to 11,400'. The Lama transported Max and Hoffman to
7, 200" . They were flown to Anchorage by fixed wing aircraft.
The Lama returned to the accident site with NPS rangers aboard.
A large volune of debris with big chunks of snow and bl ue ice was
wedged into the crevasse as Hoffman and Max descri bed. Due to
the fact the incident occurred nore than 25 hours earlier, and
t he exposure of rescuers to excessive hazards, a recovery effort
was not initiated. Mx was admtted to the Humana Hospital wth
frostbite on both feet.

Fal | above Denali Pass, helicopter evacuation: On May 28, the
German team of Gerhard Seibert and Christoph Mach ascended the
upper West R b. They decided not to nake a sunmmt attenpt and
traverse down the Wst Buttress route. As they descended to
Denali Pass, Mach |led the rope team when Seibert fell. Seibert
suffered head | acerations fromthe fall and remai ned unconsci ous.
Mach set up a tent and began calling for help on their CB. On
May 29th, Ranger Daryl R Mller nounted a ground rescue
consisting of Billy Shott, Mke Abbott, and Dr. Collin Gisson,
all VIPs working on the NPS Muntaineering patrol. The rescue



team |l eft 14,200' and reached the 17,200' canp. VIP Andy Lapkass
joined the team at 17, 200'. The rescue party reached Mach and
Sei bert 19,400" and found Seibert to have regained conscious.
Mach suffered frostbite on his left hand and Seibert was
experienci ng doubl e-vi sion. The rescue team began |owering the
two clinbers and reached the 17,200'. The Lama |anded and
transported both injured clinbers to 7,200 and a 210th Air
Nati onal Guard Pavehawk flew themto Anchorage.

Fal | on the Messner, four fatalities, body recovery by
helicopter: On May 31, four Canadians fell approximtely 3,000

to their deaths from 19, 300" on the Messner Coul oir. The team
departed the 17,200" canp on the West Buttress on My 30. The
group was not seen again until that evening as they descended the
summt ridge at 20,000 . The weather at 17,200 was
deteriorating with winds gusting up to 60 MPH  7,200' base canp
was notified by an expedition, that the Canadians had not
returned to 17,200'. The weather cleared and a search plane with
ranger Roger Robinson aboard left for the search area. Robinson
saw four clinbers traversing between 19,200" and 19, 300" on the
Messner Coul oir. Robi nson notified Ranger Daryl Mller at
14, 200" Ranger Stati on. Ranger MIller was able to observe the
group with the use of binoculars. M nutes later the clinber in
the back of the rope teamfell, dragging the rest of the nenbers
down sone 3, 000" over the rock bands and through the hourgl ass of
the couloir. They stopped above an icefall at approximately
15, 800" . Ranger Mller, along with NPS VIP's Collin Gisson,
Billy Shott, and M ke Abbott departed for the accident site. The
visibility at 15,0000 was 25'. The snow conditions were
extrenely unstable with the slope settling and the glacier
cracki ng beneat h. The patrol unaninously concurred that is was

unsafe to continue the search given the conditions. On June 1
the viability had i nproved. The rescue team departed and reached
the accident site. Three bodies were found at 15,800" with a
fourth 200" higher. The bodies were identified as the Canadi an
team The slope was still unstable and a body recovery with the
ground team was not possible. The NPS Lama recovered the bodies
using a grappling hook. The bodies were flown to 7,200 base

canp and flown by fixed wing to Tal keet na.

Aval anche on East buttress, short haul by helicopter: On June 6
the team of Bob Archbold and Al en Sanderson, left their 11,000
canp clinbing up the East Buttress of Munt MKinley. They nmade
a decision to descend because Archbold was not confortable wth
the route. Wil e descending the route, they heard and saw an
i cefall aval anche start at approxinmately 13,000" on their route.
Sanderson and Archbold were hit by the aval anche. Sander son,
uni njured, observed the slack rope beneath himreaching into the
crevasse. The slide was estimated to be 100 neters wide wth
debris running 200 neters further down the slope. Archbold was

10



carried down slope sonme 150° and 60° down into a crevasse.
Archbol d was wedged into the crevasse but managed to free hinself
and his pack. He was then able to jumar out of the crevasse. He
had sustained a significant head wound and was conpl aining of
| ower leg pain. They descended to their 11,000 canp. Sanderson
was able to contact a pilot, with a CB radio. The NPS responded
in the Lama and performed the first short haul extrication.
Usi ng screaner suits, Sanderson and Archbold were short hauled to

a staging area on the Ruth G acier. The actual short hau
operation was |less than three mnutes, from 11000° on the East
Buttress to the Muntain House on the Ruth d acier. Bot h

clinmbers were flown to a Anchorage hospital

Aval anche on Munt Foraker, two fatalities, one self-evacuation:
On the norning of June 14, Tom Walter, Ritt Kellogg, and Col by
Coonbs skied to the base of the Pink Panther Route, on Munt
Foraker and started their ascent. On June 18, the weather was
poor with additional snow accunulation. Early in the evening of
the 18th, the weather cleared and the clinbers began clinbing the
final rock buttress which marks the last third of the route. The
weat her remai ned good until the final 300 ', when it deteriorated
with wind and poor visibility. They continued to clinb up the
final 50 to 60 degree snow and ice slope above the rock buttress.
At this time Walter was | eading the rope teamw th Coonbs in the
M ddl e and Kellogg at the end. They were clinbing sinultaneously
when they were hit with an aval anche. As Coonbs was hit from
snow above, he began to self-arrest with his ice axe. He was
pushed downhill by the avalanche debris for approximtely 20
before being flipped over backwards and tunbling out of control.
Coonbs was knocked unconsci ous. Early in the norning of June
19, Coonbs regai ned consciousness and found hinself hanging by
the clinbing rope in the upper part of the rock buttress at
approximately 12,300'. He was experiencing pain over his entire
body, and hypot herm a. Walter was hanging from a rope a short
di stance away and Coonbs was able to clinb over to him There
was no sign of life. Kellogg was hangi ng bel ow upsi de down and
al so showed no signs of life. Coonbs spent the day and night of
June 19th resting. On the norning of the 20th, Coonbs starting
descendi ng the Southeast Ri dge. On June 25, he arrived at the
7, 200" basecanp. Because of bad weather, Coonbs renained at
basecanp until June 28, and then was flown to the hospital in
Anchorage. He was diagnosed with a fractured cervical vertebrae,

fractured left ankle, and fractured | eft scapul a.

ACUTE MOUNTAI N SI CKNESS: 105 cases (10%of clinbers reported
synpt onms of AMS:

* 55 (52% were mld

* 40 (38% were Mderate

* 10 (9% were severe
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FROSTBI TE: 38 cases (4% reported sonme degree of frostbhite:
* 21 (55% were mild
* 11 (28% required physician care
6 (1699 required hospitalization

*

HAPE: 12 cases (1% reported synptons of HAPE

* 9 were treated at the 14,200 ranger station
wi th oxygen and advi sed to descend
* 3 required hospitalization
HACE: 4 cases (.3% reported synptons of HACE
* 2 were treated on the nountain and advised to
descend to a |lower altitude
* 2 required hospitalization

CLI MBI NG DEATHS ON MOUNT McKI NLEY

YEAR NAME  (AGE) 1972 Wat anabe, Sachi ko (24)
1932 * Car pe, Al en (38) Toyama, M tsuko (29)
Koven, Theodore (28) Yaj i ma, Nobue (30)
1954 * Thayer, Elton (27) 1974 Ckada, Yoshi kaza (22)
1967 Bat ki n, Jacques Hat akenaka, Tano (40)
(36) * Cark, F. Jerry 1976 Qul eke, Edward (24)
(31) *  MLaughlin, WMark Ebner, Joseph (28)
(23) * Tayl or, Wl t er Rose, Richard (41)
(24) * Lucterland, Dennis * Schm dt, Qunther (35)
(24) * Janes, Henery (25) 1979 Sang- Don Ko (30)
* Russel, John (23) Li - Kyo Lee (24)
* Taylor, Steve (22) 1980 Herman, Cerold (43)
1969 * Cole, Gary (32) * Loi bl, Manfred (35)
1970 * Smth, Jerrold (27) * Huschke, Margret (38)
* Luz, John (21) Novot ny, Jiri (33)
1971 Bul | ard, Robert (42) * Carroll, David (31)
Jai di nger, Eugene (20) * Hanson, Ceorge (25)

12



1981

1982
1983

*

Lewi s, Sean (33)
Chase, Al an (23)
Wat er man, John (28)
Kerrebrock, Chris (25)
Ki noshita, Makoto (28)
Chni shi, Masuaki (35)
Qzaki, GCsanu (25)

Mt suka, Yasuhiro (26)
NONE

Frank, Robert (38)

Van

Dal sem Jacquel i n(49) 1984 *

Uenur a,
*

1985

YEAR
1986

1987
1988
1989

1990

1991
1992

(29)

Naom (40)

Nadl er, Peter (36)

W lianms, Marc (26)
Pfeffer, Bernhard (38)

NAMVE (AGE)
Broi sat, Thierrey (30)
Legras, M chel (27)
Rauber, Rolf (23)
Beyel er, Bruno (22)
Jankow ak, Piotr (35)
Hoover, Brian (26)
Sal erno, Lynn (31)
Munoz, I|gnacio (32)
Massey, Chris (39)
Lang, Jon (45)
D xon, Julian (37)
Teruo, Saegusa (31)
Kozo, Kamatsu (34)
Noboru, Yarmada (39)
Ito, Hraki (38)
Koshuta, M chael (33)
Jones, Stuart (29)
NONE
Cal cagno, G ovanni (48)
Pi onbo, Roberto (30)
Von Bergen, Al ex (42)
Jin, Seong-Jong ((26)
Yung, Soo Yang (29)
Hong, Sung Tak (25)
Stunp, Terrance (41)
Proul x, Alain (38)
Proul x, Christian (18)
Potvin, Alain (38)

G andchanp, Mauri ce

* Body not

recover ed



MOUNT McKI NLEY, SOUTH PEAK
ATTEMPTS, FAI LURES & SUCCESSES

1903- 1992

YR AT FL SU %BuU YR AT FL SU %suU
1903 8 8 O 0 1968 40 10 30 75

1910 15 15 O 0 1969 71 22 49 69

1912 7 7 0 0 1970 124 52 72 58

1913 4 0O 4 100 1971 163 115 48 29. 4
1932 9 5 4 44 1972 181 101 80 44. 2
1942 8 1 7 87.5 1973 203 95 108 53.2
1947 5 4 11 73.3 1974 282 143 139 49. 3
1948 3 0O 3 100 1975 362 231 131 36. 2
1951 8 0O 8 100 1976 508 169 339 66. 7
1952 29 19 10 34.5 1977 360 76 284 78.9
1953 9 6 3 33.3 1978 459 189 270 58. 8
1954 13 0 13 100 1979 533 182 351 65.9
1955 4 4 0 0 1980 659 376 283 42.9
1956 18 18 O 0 1981 612 291 321 52.5
1957 8 8 O 0 1982 696 386 310 44.5
1958 12 2 10 83. 3 1983 709 235 474 66.

1959 8 4 4 50 1984 695 371 324 46. 6
1960 24 1 23 95.8 1985 645 324 321 49. 8
1961 31 11 20 64.5 1986 755 349 406 53.8
1962 40 15 25 62.5 1987 817 566 251 30.7
1963 50 21 29 58 1988 916 365 551 60. 2
1964 37 12 25 67.6 1989 1009 492 517 51.2
1965 31 28 3 9.7 1990 998 425 573 51. 4
1966 22 15 7 31.8 1991 935 378 557 59.5
1967 83 20 63 75.9 1992 1070 555 515 48. 1

14



Adm ni strative notes for 1992:

* The south District staff consisted of:

South District Ranger: J.D. Swed

Mount ai neeri ng Rangers: Ron Johnson
Daryl R Mller
JimPhillips
Roger Robi nson

Adm ni strative derk: Kat hy Sul l'ivan

Hel i copt er Manager: Scott Beattie

Hel i copter Pilot: Bill Ransey

St udent Conservation A d: Kei th N ckol son

* A special recognition nust be made to VIPs who were

on the Denali patrols wth nountaineering Rangers. They
had the task of dealing with the nultitudi nous rescues and
body recoveries, in severe weather. Due to the nunber of

search and rescue mssions and the shortage of NPS personnel,
we also wused a nunber of «clinbers hired in energency
situations. W are forever indebted to the many guides and
clinbers that assisted in these rescue situations on Munt

MK nl ey.

Volunteers In the Park (M P) on Denali patrols:

Matt Cul berson Randy Wit man

Juli e Cul berson Rowan Laver

Sheryl Curtner Rupert Wedgewood

Billy Shott Leslie Reid

Jeff Brink Collin Gisson
Jeff Moss M ke Abbot t

* A portable radio repeater was once again installed in the
Ranparts west of the lower Kahilitna d acier. Thi s
repeater was an integral part in conmmunications between
the Tal keetna Ranger Station and the nountaineering

patrol s.

For nore information or to request Muntaineering information
and/or registration forns, please contact the Tal keetna Ranger
Station, P.O Box 588, Tal keetna, Al aska, 99676. Tel ephone: (907)
733-2231.

Daryl R Mller J.D. Swed
Mount ai neeri ng Ranger South District Ranger
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