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SUBJECT .:	 IRAN'S DESIRE FOR CONTINUED UNITED STATES COOPERATION
IN THE'MILITARY FIELD

REFERENCE: . USDEL SHIRAZ 0013, VIPTO 20

1. DURING THE HOUR AND A QUARTER MEETING BETWEEN THE VICE
PRESIDENT AID THE SHAH 2 ON OCTOBER 14 1 THE SHAH EXPRESSED
APPRECIATION FOR US COOPERATION IN THE MILITAR Y FIELD AND SAID
THAT EVEN AFTER HIS PRESENT FIVE-YEAR FORCE-GOAL PLAN HAS

BEE!n! IMPLEMENTED ,  IRAN WOULD STILL NEED THE CONTINUED 

COO P ERATIO N OF TE_USG IN THE TULITARY FIELD.	 EITH THE 

VIETNAll_WARBEI N G WOUmD DO4N, HE HAD REQUESTED US TO EUPPL-:
WOHT	 n TIONTrTTHBAT EX P ER EN n ADVISORS FOR

ARMISH-MAAG AND HP HOPED WE 'WOULD ACQUIESCE TO THIS REOULST0
HE wOULD ALSO .. WISH IN THE YEARS AHEAD TO GO ON SENDIL15:___

IRAmIAN OFFICERS TO THE US POP PILOT TRAINING IN! 

SAME NUMBERS AS PRESENTLY PRO ;RAM	 NTI	 NI	 R

BU	 WAS COMPLETE. HE WOULD EVENTUALLY NEED NEW 
TIRcRAFT  TO MATCH THE CAPABILITIES OF THE MIG-25s BUT T'-I;$
WAS A LONGER TERM PROPOSITTON.
2. HE ALSO NEEDED SOmE AEFIAL__II.uKEES- BECAUSE '0 THE NEXT 
FIVE YEARS IRAN MUST -)ENRLo r, AN "INDIAN OCEAN" POLICY 
THE LIGHT' OP THE SOvT 	 uNinNIS INCREASING ACTIVITY IN THAT OCEAN
AND ADJACENT WATERS. Tr GIVE IRAN THE NECESSARY CAPARiLITY HEY-01815-



THE GULF OF OMAN AND INTO THE ARABIAN SEA ALLLLIIALEILLANJIEg
SHA H HAD CONTEMPLATED ACOUIRI - NG  AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER  FoR 
HOWEVER, THIS WOULD REQUIRE CRUISER AND DESTROYER ESCORTS, ETC.,

AND 1A-OULD BE 17112EWILELLEItEli.L.U . BOTH IN TERMS OF FINANCIAL
R':.::.'1RCES AND TRAINED_PERSONNEL .	THEREFORE THE SiAAH HAD _DPT_En 

U r?,TA T N • /G	 A K.	 FROM THE US TO REFUUEL F-4'S  WHICH
rLuLO REACH :NUT TOWARD THE INDIAN OCEAN IF HIS F-4 0 S HAD AN
IN--L I GHT REFUELING cAPABILITy.
3•	 IT WAS ALSO WITH THE. GOAL, OF DEVELO P ING AN 'INDIAN OCEAN POLICY 

THAT THE SHAH HAD INVITED THE PRESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA TO THE 
2502TH CENTENARY . SOME OF THE SHAH'S ADVISORS HAD OBJECTED

BECAUSE IT "TIGHT ALIENATE MANY OF THE BLACK AFRICAN STATES.	 THE
SHAH, HOWEVER, HAD OVERRULED THEM, POINTING OUT THAT SOUTH
AFRICA AND A USTRALIA/ WITH WHICH HE IS ALSO STRENGTHENING HIS 
TIES/ WERE ESSENTIAL FREE WORLD BATTTC3 N7ON BOTH FLANKS OF _
frir17017!AN OCEAN. THE SHAH CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT CONTINUING
MILITARY COOPERATION WITH US WAS OF TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE TO
IRAN ARD IT, SECURITY.
4. HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT IRAN MUST BE MILITARILY
STRONG AND HAVE ADEQUATE DETERRENT STRENGTH TET-7TTnURAn—ANY _
ADVENTURES RY N -SUCH AS THE RADICAL RAo , F. 4F HAS 

ALSO LET THE SOVIET UNPIN KNO4 THAT_IF ANY  GREAT POWER, AND THIS
MEANS RUSSIA, ATTACKS IRAN, IHE IRANIAN AMRY WILL FIGHT-TO THE 
E77ATITY77rGT7777MENT WILL F oLLOW A SCORCHED-EARTH POLICY SO -
THAT THERE RILL BE NOTHING LEFT FOR THE INVADING RUSSIANS THAT IS 
WORTH ANYTHI.
5• THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID WE WISHED To COOPERATE WITH IRAN AND
HELP . IN ALL FEASIBLE WAYS . HOWEVER, WE HAVE OUR PROCEMS AND IT
.WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO GET THE CONGRESS TO '3UPPORT
THE NECESS4Y APPROPRIATIONS FOR MILITARY AID AND ASSiSTANEQ
A DEFEAT FOR THE USG ON THE.C4IREP ISSUE WOULD ADD TO OUR
DIFFICULTIES.	 SHAH SAI D IRAN IS NOT ASKING FOR 
GRANT ASSISTANCE RUT FOR COOP E RATION, ESPECIALLY IN THE FIELD or
CREDIT FOTTM-7-1E - PUPCI--77-SE-775-F.7-Tt"..-FirtFN MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND FOR 
ASSISTANCE (ARMISH/MAAG) IN TRAINING THE IRANIAN FORCES. 	 IT WAS
NOT A QUESTION OF ASKING FOR GRANT FUNDS, BUT SIMPLY FORcLaLaiT _
WHICH IRAN COULD OBTAIN COmME .RCIALLY AT A SOMEWAAT HI ;HER 
RATr SINCE IRAN'S INTERNATTON A L CREDIT IS GOOD . HE MENTIONED THAT
TFTTFT-7757AUDI ARABIA'S OIL POTENTIAL iHERE WOULD RE ND
FINANCIAL P .:)0BLEM, AS THE SAJr)I'S HAD THE GREATEST P ROVEN RESOURCE
OIL RESERVES IN THE WORLD, SU rI STANTIALLY GREATER THAN !'IAN'S,
ALTHOUGH IR;N'S OIL RESOURCE S HAD ONLY BEEN PARTIALLI EXPLORE.



6. TURNING T-0 SAUDI ARABIA, SHAH SAID HE WAS DEEPLY 
ABOUT' THE WEAKNESS OF THE sIlUATION THERE. KrNG FAISAL MUST

r.1577-P-TEij TITURTRAPIDLY W ITH `LORE R EFO Rn_LELEk IS NOT TO FIND
HIMSELF IN SERIOUS TROUBLE AN2 THIS THE SHAH IS CONT .1 U ;‘L.0 TO

,	 _0.	 HOWEVERD IN SAUDI ARABIA, AS IN mORROCCO. THERE
IS RESISTANCE TO REFORM BY CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS AND THINGS ARE
MOVING MUCH TOO SLOWLY. THE SHAH SAID THAT IF SADAT
SUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE SOVIETS' OUT OF EGYPT. , SAuDI ARABIA 
WAS RIPFFOR SUBVERSIVE ACTI V ITY', IMPLYING THAT' 
SAUDI ARABIA WOULD SE THE SOVIET'S NExT TARLFT• 
NONETHELESS, THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE SHAH AND FAISAL WERE 

41-0§E AND VERY r;o rl.6, AND THE SHAH WILL CONTINUE TO US E'  H_LS
INFLUENCE IN FAVOR OP MORE SEARCHING REFORMS BY FAISAL. 
7. THE SHAH CONCLUDED BY AGAIN STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE:HE
ATTACHES TO MILITARY COOPERATION BY THE USG AND HIS HO PE THAT WE
WOULD BF RESPONSIVE TQ HIS REQUESTS, PA R TICULARLY SINE, wITH 
r17117.7-STI-TISH LEAVING THE GULF, THE WHOLE. BURDEN r,,,Ld?151LELLIUG
THE' FREE WORLD'S VITAL' PETROLEUM INTERESTS LN THE GUIF 
ON- IRAN'S SHOULDERS.  HE SAID HE -WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT
IF THE GULF FALLS INTO UNFRIELNDLY HANDS THAT WISH TO USE OIL
AS A WEAPON OF P OLITICAL COE R CION AGAINST THE WEST, THEN THE
COUNTRIES OF WESTERN EUROPE W OULD ONLY HAVE THE ALTERNATIVE OF
IA) ACCEDING TO SUCH PRESSU p E OR (B) SEEING THEIR
INDUSTRIES SHUT DOWN AND THEIR ECONOMIES DETERIORATE, OR
(C) USING FORCE AGAINST THE UNFRIENDLY POWER OR POWERS THAT HAD
SEI7ED THE GULF. HE WAS OuIT F CLEAR IN HIS OWN MIND THAT THE
WESTERN NATIONS WOULD BE OBLIGED TO RESORT TO FORCE RATHER THAN
TO SEE THEIR ECONOMIES GRIND TO A HALT. HOWEVER, & miLITAPrly 
STRONG IRAN COULD SAFFGUAR THE V TA	 INT RESTS OF TH.F wF5/71..,
IHE PERSIA, GULF wIToUT -THE elt7 S_TERN PO W ERS HAVING TO INTERVENE. 
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