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SUBJECTs 1RAN'S DESIRE FOR CONTINUED UNITED STATES COOFERATION
IN THE MILITARY FIELD

REFERENCE: USDEL SHIRAZ 2413, VIPTO 20

{« DURING THE HOUR AND A QUARTER MEETING BETWEEN THE VICE
PRESIDENT ANMD THE SHAH ON OCTOBER 14, THE SHAH EXPRESSED
APPRECIATION FOR US COORPERATION IN THE MILITARY FIELD AND SAlID
THAT EVEN AFTER HIS PRESENT FIVE=YEAR FORCE-GOAL PLAN HAS

BEENM IMPLEMENTED IRAN WOULD STILL NEED THE CONTINUED
COORPERATION OF THE USG IN THE MILITARY FIELD. WITH THE
VIET WAR REING WOUND DOwNs HE HAD REQUESTED US TO QUPPLY
"ﬁﬁU%A%E ADRITIONAL COMRAT EXPERJENCED ADVISORS FOR

ARMISH-MAAG AND HF HOPED WE WOULD ACQUIESCE TO THIS REQUEST.

HE «“OULD ALSO WISH IN THE YFARS AMEAD TO GO ON SENDING

IRAVIAN OFFICERS TG JTHE US FO2 PILOY TRAINING IN_ABQUT THE

SAME NUMBERS AS PREQENTLY PROARAMED UNTIL IRAN'S AIR FORCE
BUTCOUP WAS COMPLETE. HE wOULD EVENTUALLY NEED NEW ,
ATRCRAFT _TO MATCH THE CAPARILITIES OF THE MIGe«25» BUT TWIS

WAS A LONGER TERM PRQPOSITION,. -

2. HE ALSO NEEDED SOME AERJAL TANKERS BECAUSE IN THE NEXT

FIVE YEARS TRAN MUST DEVELQP aN "INDIAN OQCEANY POLICY 1M

THE LIGHT OF THF SOVIET UNJAN®S INCREASING ACTIVITY IN THAT OCEAN
AND ADJACENT WATERS. LQ-GIVE TRAN THE NECESSARY CAPARILITY BEYVOND

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE ARFURORIZATION OF THE EXECUVIVE SECRETARY
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; THE GULF OF .OMAN AND INTO THE ARARIAN SEA aND INDIAM QCEAN, THE

| SHAA WAL CONTEMPLATED ACOU[RING AN AJRCRAFT CARRIER FAR JRANe
Eimj HOWEVERs THIS WOULD RFQUIRE CRUISER AND DESTROYER ESCORTS, ETCey
e CAND »wOULD BE HIDEQULSY EXPENSTIVE SOTH IN TERMS OF FINANCIAL
Sawi RZIURCES AND TRAINED PERSHNNSLe THEREFORE THE SHAN WAD OPTED
V(i Fo2 UoTaAINING AERTAL TANKERS FROM THE US YO REFUUEL F-4'S_WHICH
LAY CLULD REACH OUT TOWARD THE INDIAN OCEAN IF HIS F-4'5 HAD AN
jéiy IN<7LIGHT REFUELING CAPABILITYe .
éE; Za 17 WAS ALSO WITH THr GoabL. OF DEVELOPING AN INDIAN OCEAN POLICY
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THAT THE SHAH HAD INVITED THE PRESINENT OF SOUTH AFRICA TO THE
2562TH CENTENARYs SOMZ OF THE SHAH'S ADVISORS HAD OBJECTED
BECAUSE IT MIGHT ALIENATE MaANY OF THE BLACK AFRICAN STATES. THE
SHA s HOWEVER, HAD OVERRULED THEM, POINTING OUT THAT SOUTH

AFRICA AND AUSTRALTIA, HWITH wHICH HE IS ALSO STRFNGTHENING HIS
YTESs WERE ESSENTTAL FREE WORLD BASITIONGS UN BOTH FLANKS OF
THE TVDTAN NCEAN.  THE SHAH CAONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT CONTINUING
MILSTARY CONPERATION WITH US YAS COF TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE TC

IRAN AND 1T SECURITY. A o

4+ HE THEN WENT QN Tn SAY THAT [RAN MUST BE MILITARI|Y

STRANG AND HWAVE ANEQUATE DETERRENT STRENGTH TO DIGSCOURAGE ANY
ADVENTURES Y NEIGHaN®S SUCH AS THE RADICAL JRAND RFGIME. HE HAS
ALSO LET THE SOVIFET yNInN «NO4 THAT JF ANY GREAT POWER, AND THIS
MEANG RUGSSI1As, ATTACKS IRAN, [H4E IRANTAN AMRY WILL FIgul_ 10 THE

END AND THE GUOVERNMENT WILL FOLLOW A SCORCHED-EARYH PALICY SO !
THAT THERE WILL BE NOTHING LEFT FOR THE INVADING RUSSIANS THAT 1S
WORTH ANYTHING. . .

So THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID WE WISHED TO COOPERATE WITH IRAN AND
HELP "IN ALL FEASIRLE WAYS« HOWEVER, WE HAVE OUR PROBLEMS AND IT
.WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY NIFFICULT TO GET THE CONGRESS To SUPPORT
THE NECEGGARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR MILITARY AID AMD ASSISTANLE

A DEFEAT FOR THE ySs nN THE .CHIREP ISSUE WOULD ADD Tg UJUR
DIFFICULTIES. SHaH SAID IRAN IS NOY ASKING FOQOR

'GRANT ASSISTANCE aUT FOR CGOPERATIONs ESPECTALLY IN TWE FIFLD OF
CREDIT FOR THE PURCHASE OF AMERICAN MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND FOR
ASSTISTANCE (ARMISH/MAAG) IN TRAINING THE IRANIAN FORCFESe 1T WAS
NOT A QUESTION OF AGKING FOR GRANT FUNDS, BUT SIMPLY F0ORMLREOIT
WHICH IRAN 70ULD NBTAIN COMMERCIALLY AT A SOMEWMAT HIAHER INTFRESI.
RATE SINCE JRAN'S INTEQNATINNAL CREDIT 1S GNQONDe HE MENTIONED THAT
IF IRAN HAD SAUDI ARARIAS 0OIL POTENTIAL THERE 1OULD af MNOD
FINANCIAL P22BLEM, AS THE S§aJnl®S HAD THE GREATCST PRAVEN RESOURCE
OIL RESERVES IN THE WNRLD, SUASTANTIALLY GREATER THAN T2aAN15
ALTHOUGH IRAN'S OJL RFSQURCES HAD ONLY BEEN PARTIALL Y EXPLORED.
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6. TURNING TO SAUDI ARABIA, SHAH SAID HE WAS BEEPLY CONCERNED
ABOUT THE WEAKNESS OF THE STTUATION THEREe KING FAISAL MUST

”5 MOVE AREAD MORE RAPJIDLY WITH “ORE REFQRMS IE{HE IS NOT T3 FIND
= HIMEELF IN SERIOUS TROURLE ANN THIS THE SHAW IS CONTINUING YO
- OO HIFN 70U D0 HOWEVER:» IN SAUDI ARABIA, AS TN MORRQCCDO, THERE
} Q IS RESISTANCE TO REFORM BY CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS AND THINGS ARE
LA MOVING MUCH TOO SLOWLYe THE SHAH SAID THAT IF SADAT

B ; SUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE SOQVIETS QUT OF EGYPT, *SAUDI ARABIA

] WaS RIPE FO2 SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY» IMPLYING THAT ' "
(B SAUDT ARABIA WOULD 8fF THE SOVIET!S NEXT TARGET.

| NONETHELESS, THE RELATIONS RETWEEN THE SHAH AND FAISAL WERE
i4‘ GLOBE AND VERY 50003, AND Tuf SHAH WILL CONTINUE TQ USEc HiS
s INFLUENCE IN FAVOR OF MORE SE4RCHING REFORMS BY FAISAL «
fg} 7+ THE SHAH CONCLUDED BY AGAIN STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE HE
Ty ATTACHES TO MILITARY COQPERATION BY THE USG AND HIS HOPE THAT WE

WOULD 8F RESﬁONSIVE Yo HIS REAUESTS, PARTICULARLY SINCEs YWITH
THE BRTITISH LEAVING TWE GU| Fs THE WHOLF BURDEN OF PROTECTING ,
THE FREE WORLD'S VITat PETROLEUM INTERESTS IN THE GULF WILL FalL
ON TRAN'S S4OULDERS. HE SAID HE “WOULD LIKE TO POINT oUT THAT
IF THE GULF FALLS INTQ UNFRIELNDLY HANDS THAT WISH To USE 0IL
AS A WEAPON OF POLITICAL COERCION AGAINST THE WEST, TWEN THE
COUNMTRIES OF WESTERN fFUROPE wNULD ONLY HAVE THE ALTERNATIVE OF
(A) ACCEDING TO SUCH PRESSURE OR (B) SEEING THEIR

INDUSTRIES SHUT DOWN aAND THEIR ECONOMIES DETERIQRATE, OR

(C) USING FORCE AGAINST THE UMFRIENDLY POWER OR POWERS THAT HAD
SEIZED THE SULFe HE WAS QuITe CLEAR IN HIS OWN MIND THAY THE
WESTERN NATIONS WOULD BE OsLIGED TO RESGRT TO FORCE RATHER THAN

TO SEE THEIX ECONOMIES GRIND TO A HALT. HOWEVER é,MTIITAPTIY_
STRONG IRAN COULD SAFFGUARN THE VITAl INTERESTS OF THE WEST 1N

Sl FTHRE PERSTAN GULF wITQUT THr W&STERN POWERS HAVIMG T0 INTESVENE
4 - AGNEW ‘

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AWAT!ON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR
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