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SUBJECT: CHARGES BY FORMER IRANIAN STUDENT DARYANI
THAT US INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES WORKING AGAINST IRAN

REF: TEHRAN 3128

1. I SAW FONMIN ZAHEDI AT 3:00 P.M. JUNE 14 TO DISCUSS
DARYANI STORY (REFTEL). I SAID I HAD NOT COME TO

COM P L A I N OR MAKE PROTEST BUT TO EXPRESS MY CONCERN AND
DISMAY ABOUT DAMAGE THIS IRRESPONSIBLE STORY COULD DO TO
US-IRAN RELATIONS PARTICULARLY SINCE STORY HAD BEEN FLOATED
BY OFFICAL AGENCY OF GOI. (DARYANI STORY WAS TAPED
FOR TV AND THEN PRESS WAS INVITED IN TO PREVIEW IT.)
I SAID BECAUSE STORY WAS OBVIOUSLY MADE WITH APPROV A L OF
SOME MINISTRY OR AGENCY OF GOI, ANY READER WOULD GAIN
IMPRESSION GOT BELIEVED STORY WAS TRUE.

2. I THEN REVIEWED WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT DARYANI ALONG
GENERAL LINES IN PARA 4 REFTEL BUT WITH A BIT MORE
DETAIL AND POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD BEEN IN CL O SE TOUCH
WITH IRANIAN SECURITY AUTHORITIES  SINCE 1968 ON THIS CASE
AND HAD COOPERATED WITH THEM IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY. UNDER
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES I WOULD HAVE EXPECTED GOI, AS FRIEND,
TO HAVE QUERIED US PRIVATELY ABOUT STORY RATHER THAN TO HAVE
MADE PRESS SPECTACULAR OUT OF IT.

3.ZAHEDI SAID HE WANTED ME TO KNOW PRIVATELY THAT HE FELT
BADLY ABOUT WAY STORY WAS HANDLED. HAD HE BEEN CONSULTED,
HE WOULD NEVER HAVE AGREED TO GIVING STORY TO PRESS BUT
WOULD HAVE ASKED ME TO CALL TO DISCUSS IT MAN TO MAN.  HE



SAID HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH COURT MINISTER ALAM (REFTEL)
AND ORDERS HAD BEEN GIVEN TO KILL USE OF TV TAPE ON TELEVISION
TONIGHT. FURTHERMORE, HE HAD P ERSONALLY CALLED AP AND REUTERS
CORRESPONDENTS ASKING THEM TO QUOTE EMBASSY STATEMENT SAYING
STORY IS FABRICATION (PARA 5 REFTEL) AND AT SAME TIME SAY
DARYANI STATEMENT REPRESENTED ONLY HIS VIEWS. HE ALSO HAD

ASKED 	 OF INFORMATION TO HAVE PAPERS CARRY SIMILAR
APPROP RIATE EXPLANATION ALONG THESE LINES. FINALLY, HE
EXPRESSED HOPE WE WOULD KEEP COOL. HE KNEW HOW EXASPERATED
WE MUST FEEL BECAUSE WHEN HE WAS AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON
HE HAD HAD A SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TYPE OF UNPLEASANT

EXPERIENCE WHENATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT KENNEDY NOT ONLY RECEIVED GROUP
OF RADICAL IRANIAN STUDENTS THAT HAD BEEN ATTACKING SHAH BUT
HAD ACTIVELY ENCOURAGED THEM BY GIVING THEM BALL-POINT PENS
WITH PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S NAME INSCRIBED THEREON. I ASSURED
HIM WE HAD NOT LOST OUR COOL AND HAD NO DESIRE TO MAGNIFY	 .
THIS INCIDENT. WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED ACTION HE HAD
TAKEN AND IMPORTANT THING WAS TO DAMP STORY DOWN AND IN

FUTURE DISCUSS WITH US PRIVATELY ANY SUCH CHARGES
AGAINST US AS MIGHT COME TO ATTENTION OE GOI.

4. I THEN SAW COURT MINISTER ALAM AT 4:30 P.M. AND MADE
SAME PITCH TO HIM. I ALSO GAVE HIM MY PERSONAL VIEW,

AS I HAD TO ZAHEDI, THAT THERE SEEMED VERY REASONABLE
PROSPECT THAT DARYANI, WHO HAD BEEN RECRUITED BY SOVIETS
MANY YEARS AGO, WAS STILL ACTUALLY IN THEIR EMPLOY AND
ACTING AS AGENT. BY HIS OWN STORY HE HAD BEEN IN EAST
GERMANY FOLLOWING HIS DEPORTATION FROM CANADA IN 1970.
SINCE SOVIETS ARE FULLY AWARE OF KIND OF TELEVISION
SPECTACULARS GOI HAS PUT ON PREVIOUSLY WITH FORMER RADICAL
STUDENTS WHO HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY RECANTED, WHAT BETTER WAY
WAS THERE TO TRY TO DISCREDIT US AND DRIVE WEDGE BETWEEN
IRAN AND US THAN TO HAVE DARYANI ACT THE WAY HE HAD.

5. ALAM SAID HE HAD NOT SEEN STORY IN THIS MORNING'S
PAPER AS HE HAD GONE TO HIS OFFICE VERY EARLY TO PRESIDE

OVER SOME MEETINGS. WHILE HE HAD GIVEN ORDERS TO SCRUB
TELEVISION OF DARYANI STORY TONIGHT, THE HEAD OF TELEVISION	

HAD JUST CALLED HIM TO SAY THAT BEFORE ORDERS HAD BEEN
RECEIVED, IRAN TELEVISION HAD AT ABOUT 1:00 P.M. TODAY
BROADCAST A SEVERAL MINUTE STORY CALLING ATTENTION TO
DARYANI STORY AND SAYING IT W O ULD BE TELEVISED TONIGHT.



HEAD OF IRAN TV NOW DID NOT KNOW HOW HE COULD EXPLAIN
SCRUBBINGSTORY AND THEREFORE ASKED PERMISSION TO USE IT
TONIGHT. ALAM SAID HE TOLD HIM FLATLY THAT SHAH HAD GIVEN
ORDERS TO SCRUB STORY AND THAT WHILE HE WOULD REPORT WHAT
TV HEAD HAD SAID TO SHAH LATER, ORDERS TO SCRUB WERE STILL
VALID.
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6. I THEN ASKED ALAM PRIVATELY WHAT WAS BEHIND ALL THIS.
DID SHAH OR SENIOR IRANIAN OFFICIALS REALLY BELIEVE THAT
WE WERE CONNIVING WITH COMMUNISTS TO CREATE INSTABILITIES IN

ONLY REALLY STABLE COUNTRY IN THIS AREA WITH WHOM WE HAD
CLOSEST AND MOST FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND WITH WHOM WE WERE

TRYING TO COOPERATE IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY. ALAM REPLIED
THAT THERE WAS SOME FEELING IN CERTAIN QUARTERS (HE DID
NOT SPECIFY) THAT WE MIGHT DO MORE TO CURB DEMONSTRATIONS

AND ACTIVITIES OF RADICAL IRANIAN STUDENTS IN U.S. I SAID
I UNDERSTOOD THAT GENERAL NASSERI HAD SOME SUCH FEELING.
I THEN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN FACT THAT GUARANTEES
OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH, PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY, ETC.,
EMBEDDED IN OUR CONSTITUTION APPLY NOT ONLY TO US CITIZENS

BUT LEGALLY RESIDENT FOREIGNERS AND THAT IF THEY DO NOT
BREAK LAW, THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING WE CAN DO TO
PENALIZE THEM. AT SAME TIME I WAS SURE HE, SHAH AND OTHER
SENIOR OFFICIALS KNEW THAT WE WERE DOING OUR UTMOST TO
COOPERATE IN EVERY WAY WITH IRAN AND AT SAME TIME TOLIMIT

TO EXTENT LEGALLY, POSSIBLE, UNFRIENDLY AND HOSTILE 	
ACTIONS BY RADICAL IRANIAN STUDENTS IN US AGAINST IRANIAN
INSTALLATIONS AND PERSONALITIES. ALAM SAID HE KNEW ALL
THIS AND HE WOULD SEE SHAH AT 5:00. P.M. AND GIVE HIM FULL
REPORT.

7. COMMENT: I BELIEVE WE HAVE DONE ALL WE CAN AT THIS 	
JUNCTURE TO BRING TO ATTENTION AT HIGHEST LEVEL HERE OUR
CONCERN OVER EFFECT THAT THIS KIND OF STORY AND WAY IT
WAS HANDLED CAN HAVE ON OUR RELATIONS. I DELIBERATELY



PITCHED MY REPRESENTATIONS "MORE IN SADNESS THAN IN ANGER"
AND I KNOW THAT WHAT I SAID WAS SYMPATHETICALLY RECEIVED BY
BOTH ZAHEDI AND ALAM WHO ARE GOOD FRIENDS OF US. INDEED THAY WERE
BOTH EMBARRASSED ABOUT IT. I WOULD, THEREFORE, NOT RECOMMEND
ANY FURTHER EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN OR DISPLEASURE FROM
WASHINGTON AT THIS TIME AND UNTIL I HAVE HAD FURTHER TALK
WITH ALAM, WHICH PROBABLY TAKE PLACE TOMORROW AFTERNOON
OR WEDNESDAY A.M. IN MEANTIME RECOMMEND WE CONTINUE TO
STICK TO LINE WE HAVE TAKEN HERE WITH PRESS (PARA 5 REFTEL).
IF DEPT SHOULD BE QUERIED AS TO WHETHER WE HAVE MADE
REPRESENTATIONS TO GOI, I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT WE SAY WE
HAVE NOT RPT NOT MADE ANY "REPRESENTATIONS" BUT THAT
EMBASSY HAS MADE CLEAR THAT THERE IS NO TRUTH IN DARYANI
ALLEGATIONS AND THAT STORY IS OBVIOUS FABRICATION.
GP-3.

MACARTHUR
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