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fe 1 QUERIED DEPUTY FONMIN KHALMB%R& mxs MORNING:. ABOUT

IRAQ SITUATION AND IRAQ=IRAN RELATIONSs HE! REPLIED STTUAs
TION "CONFUSED! HND: 1T NOT CLEAR WHETHER: THERE: 1S: ONE :OR Qo
MORE GROURS IN IRAG INVOLVED IN REPORTED COUPW ' ’ {

2¢ HE SAID. IRARLS 'HAD NGT OBSERVED'DIPLOHATIC NORMS IN
TREATMENT ‘OF: IRAE&AN DIPLDMATIC 'PERSONNEL! IN BAGHD&D [IN
THAT ‘THEY FIRST ?HREH HILHTARY CORDON AROUND EMBASSY AND:
SUBSEQUENTLY" HﬂD;LGCKED IRANIAN AM&ASS*DQR AND GTHEm
IRANTANS: IN SMALL ROQM AT BAGHDAD AIRPORT HOLDINﬁ THEM
THERE FQOR SEVERAL 'HOURS BEPORE DEPARTURE» FURTHERMORE L
WHEN IRANIAN CHARGE HAD RETURNED TO EMBASSY FOLLDNINﬁ Hﬁ§

GUN POINT OUTSIDE EMBASSY AND THDRDUGHLY SEARCHED: ETC-

.'30 KHALATBARI SAID/ ‘WORK OF THIS TRE}ATMENT ST‘IRRED UPI
CONSIDERABLE ANGER. .AMONG DIFF’ERENT ELEMENTS IN IRAN
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AND TEMRAN AIRPORT OFFICIALS HAD WANTED - TO LOCK IRAQJ
AMBASSADOR IN SMALL- ROOM GIVING HIM SIMILAR TREATMENT TO
THAY OF IRANIAN KMBASSADOR IN BAGHDADs THIS. FONMIN HAD
FIRMLY RESISTED AND HAD INSISTED THAT IRAG, AMBASS&DOR AND
FOUR MEMBERS OF EMBASSY WHO WERE ASKED: TO LEAVE! BE GIVEN
FACILITIES OF VIP ROOM AND TREATED AS FRIENDLY. DIPLOMATS-—
(EXTENSIVE FILMEB COVERAGE OF DEPARTURE 'EXPELLED IRAQ]
DIPLOMATS ON. IRANIAN TV SHOWED VIP WAJTING ROOM ATMOSPHERE
AND EXCHANGES BETWEEN: DIPLOHATSa OFFICIALS AND GUESTS WAS:
RELAXEDs FRIENDLY AND ‘GOOD HUMOREDs CONTRARY_TO IRAQI .
CHARGES OF MISTREATMENT IMPRESSION GIVEN BY COVERAGE WAS
ONE OF COURTESY AND WARM FAREWELLS ON BOTH SIDES,
INCLUDING EMBRACE BETWEEN IRAQI AMBASSADOR AND PRESIDING
IRANIAN FONMIN OFF!CIALSo) HE ADDED THAT WHEREAS IRAQIS .
HAD PNG'D IRAN AMBASSADOR AND FOUR COLLEAGUESJ GOI HAD ONLY
ASKED EQUIVALENT NUMBER' 'OF IRAQI DIPLOMATS TO LEAVE IRAN
WITHOUT PNGe

4s KHALATBAR! SA!D THAT wHILE GOl WANTED TO REACT IN:
MODERATE AND BALKNCED WAY TO IRAQ, GOI FACED: VERY DIFFICULT
PROBLEM TO STRIKE PROPER BALANCE FOR. TWOQ REASONS! IF: GO1
DID NOTHING {A) IRAQIS MIGHT TNTERPRET THIS AS WEAKNESS:
AND PROCEED TO EVEN ‘GREATER PROVOCATIONs {B) IRANIAN:
PUBLIC OPINION NOULD BE VERY CRITICAL OF GOl FOR NOT
RETALIATING IN KINDo NONETHELESS IRAN HOULD TRY TO

STRIKE PROPER BA&ANCE AND FONMIN FAVORED MODERATION.
SPEAKING PERSONALLY . 1 SAID MODERATION NOULD SEEM TO SERVE
IRAN®S INTEREST BECAUSE WHEN CONTRASTED WITH. IRAQ EXTREMES
IT WOULD BENEFIT IRANfs INTERNATIONAL IMAGE o KHALATBARI
AGREED BUT SAID IT WAS ALL vERY DIFFICULTo

5e ] ALSO ASKED WHETHER ‘THERE: WERE' ANY' IRAQI MILITARV n
MOVEMENTS WHICH GAVE GOI CONCERNe HE REPLIED THAT NHTLE

HE UNDERSTOOD THNRE 'HAD BEEN SOME DEPLOYMENTSa THERE_HAD
BEEN NONE OF NHISH HE :HAD HEARD THAT WERE CAUSE FOR CONCERN
AND THIS WAS UNDERSTANDABLE SINCE WITH KURDS AND POTENTIALLY
DISSIDENT ELEMENTS WITHIN IRAQs IRAGI GOVT PROBABLY HAD: ITS
HANDS FULL

6+ HE CONCLUDED BY. SAYINGPRESENT BAGHDAD REIGN QOF TERROR
~ AND "BLIOODBATH PR@BABLY ‘DESTGNED TO ELIMINATE: EXISTINB
OPPOSITION LEADERS AND TO INTIMIDATE. ANYONE WHO OPPOQED
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EXISTING: REGIMEs WHETHER IN FACT [T WOULD INTIMIDATE
MAJORITY OF IRAQIS: WHD HE SAID. OPPOSED: PRESENT REGIME 'OR
WHETHER THEY WOULD FEAR THAT THEY MIGHT BE; NEXT ON LEST

AND WOULD REACT AGAINST PRESENT REGIME, ONLY TIME: cOuLD: TELLw
GP=3.
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