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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: June 13, 196°
LIXDTS

SUBJECT: Kurdish/Assyrian Appeal for U.S. Assistance

PARTICIPANTS: Mr, William Yonan, President, Assyrian-American Federation
Mr, Sam Andrews, Secretary, Assyrian-American Federation
Mr. Zaya Malek Tsma'il, Representative of Assyrians in Syria
Dr. Perley, Attorney for Assyrian-American Federation
Mr, Shafiq Qazzaz, Revresentative of the Kurdish Revolution in
the USA
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Mr, Qazzaz stated that the princlpal purnose of his visit was to deliver a
letter from Mullah Mustafa Rarzani to Secretary of State William P, Rogers.
The letter apvneals to the United States to provide assistance to the Kurds
and the Assyrians in their struggle with the Traqi Govermment. Mr, Seelye
accented the letter and assured the gentlemen that it would be brought to
the Secretary's attention.

Mr, Andrews and Mr, Isma'il related approximately the same story trey had
given to Mr, Davies on May 29 (see Memorandum of Conversation of that date),
Mr, Qazzaz added a new dimension to the problem by emphasizing that the

Kurds felt compelled to take decisive action apainst the Tragl Government.

He said 1f is more imperative now than at any time in the past eight years
that the Kurds attack the TPC 01l installations and interrupt the flow of
0il. He noted that o3l income s vital to the Traqi economy. If this in-
come is denied the GOTI, the economy will suffer a severe blow and the govern-
ment ftself will be weakened to its very foundation. The GOT wovld lack
money to purchase arms and ite war effort wonld be severely impaired.
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Mr. Qazzaz asked for assistance from the United States Governrent. He was
not very specific, but he said the Kurds needed roney to buy arms and other
supplies. He alluded to the snfferings of the Kurds in the north, mal-
nutrition arong the children and lack of medical svpplies. He said that
if the Kurds were nrovided with essential commodities they could handle the
Traqis by themselves and wovld not need further relp. He said 25,000 Kurds
are now under arms. In resrvonse to a question about Tranian and Israeli
assigtance, he acknowledged helv from these sources but s#id it was insuf-
ficient, Much later in the conversation, when it became avvarent that no
S assistance was forthcoming, Mr, Qazzaz noted that if the Kurds succeeded
in gaining limited autonomy or independence, they wouvld not forget who had
refused ther aid when they needed it.

Mr, Seelye told the visitors quite exnlicitly that the United States Govern-
ment does not get into this type of clandestine operation. VMr, Yonan alluded
to the landings of the Marines in Lebanon in 1958, Mr. Seelye pointed out
that times have changed and that the attitudes of the American public and
American Govermment are quite djfferent on the subject of foreign adventures,
The gentlemen apparently mnderstood quite c¢learly that clandestine assis-—
tance from the United States was not forthecoming,

¥r, Seelye asked Mr, Qazzaz abouvt assistance for needy Kurds from inter-
national organizations. Mr. Qazzaz said that the TCRC had provided some help
to the Kurds through the Tranian Red Crescent. He said that the American

Red Cross had not been helpful and he felt that that door was entirely

closed to help from that source.

Considering the Kurdish question fror a humanitarian viewnoint, Mr. Qazzaz
said that the Kurds had made an appeal to U Thant to have their oroblem
brought before the Human Rights Commission. Apparently, nothing resulted
from thig effort. =

independence — only limited autonomy and cultural integrity — he could

not vouch for their demands in another five or ten years. Tn other words,
the Kurds are completely fed up. They have absoluvtely no trust in the Traqi
Arabs and they are becoring less inclined toward compromise.
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The Assyrian visitors stated that the Assyrians in Kurdish areas have joined
the Kurds in their rebellion against the Iraqi Government. Assyrians fight
side by side with the Kurds, and one of Idris Barzani's bodyguards is an
Assyrian, (Idris is Mullah's son and is a field commander of the Kurdish
forces.) Mr. Seelye noted that Assyrian participation in the insurgency
entails a number of risks for the Assyrian community as a whole in Iraq,
which is more exposed.

Mr. Seelye assured the gentlemen that the United States is sympathetic
toward the sufferings of the Kurds and the Assyrians. We do not however
support an independent Kurdish/Assyrian state, and we are not prepared to
support this objective either overtly or covertly. He added that the United
States has many interests in the area and had to take those interests into
consideration also. 1In conclusion Mr. Seelye said that he thought that this
had been a useful exchange and said he would be pleased to talk to the
gentlemen again at any time.

As the gentlemen were leaving, Dr. Perley took Mr. Baas aside and said that
he really wouldn't look with favor upon an independent Kurdish state because
he knew that the Muslim Kurds at that point would immediately turn on the
Christian Assyrianms.
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