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SUBJECT: REPIR - IRAQIS CONNECT BAIL CASE AND U.S. EMBASSY
PROPERTY

REF: BRUSSELS 1291 AND 856 NOTAL

1. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT GOI MAY BE PLANNING TO GRANT BAILS' EXIT
VISAS IN EXCHANGE FOR OUR AGREEMENT TO SELL AMERICAN PROPERTY
ACCORDING TO MARCH 5 TELEGRAM FONOFF HAS JUST RECEIVED FROM
BELGIAN EMBASSY BAGHDAD. INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF THIS MESSAGE
FOLLOWS:

2. BEGIN TRANSLATION: I WAS CALLED IN BY DIRGEN CONSULAR
AFFAIRS WHO TOLD ME THAT (A) FONMIN EXPECTS BAILS MAY SOON BE
AUTHORIZED TO LEAVE COUNTRY: (B) FONMIN HOPED TO RECEIVE FAVORABLE
US RESPONSE TO GOI REQUEST TO PURCHASE AMEMBASSY.

3. I REPLIED THERE WAS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE TWO MATTERS,
AND THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONSIDER FURTHER EXAMINATION OF
REQUEST (FAVEUR SOLLICITEE) SO LONG AS FULL JUSTICE HAD NOT BEEN
GIVEN (WITH RESPECT TO BAILS).

4. I GATHERED FROM THIS MEETING THAT GOI OFFICIALS ARE PERSUADED
THAT ONLY MEANS OF OBTAINING COVETED AMEMBASSY P ROPERTY IS THROUGH
FREELY-MADE DECISION BY USG. I PLAN TO DISCUSS THESE QUESTIONS
WITH AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS DURING FORTHCOMING VISIT TO BELGIUM .
(SINCE DUPRET DID NOT INDICATE DATE OF HIS PROPOSED VISIT, FONOFF



HAS REQUESTED DETAILS).

5. AT THAT TIME, I BELIEVE IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO HAVE SOME WORD
ON OFFICIAL US RESPONSE TO IRAQI REQUEST.

6. FYI, YOU OUGHT TO KNOW THAT IRAQIS HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO
EXPROPRIATE IPC CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING WHICH IS LOCATED
IN SAME AREA,
(END TRANSLATION)

GP-3 KNIGHT
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